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t gtUiuauu t iM t »t it it tt uanm tt Htti 

A natfve of Hamptoh, N. H< — who ^ed in 
Charleston, 8. C. March 20th, 163$:— -aged 34 
years, and 6 months^ 

Long — will bis affectionate Relatives, and 
admiring FaidKos, cherish, the remembrance of 
his YiRTtJEs^-'^t whose request, this MONU- 
MENT* is erected, as the last tribute of their 
tender love, by his siateri Nanct Towle* 



Beneath this itone,-«4hi8 drclini^ bottgfa» 
8tnmger8,-^the bo^^ lests with you: • 
But hr on high, the tpirWa soured. 
To dweU> forerer, with the LoiHl* 

i See page 3S3, and 284. 

• By ^ohn White. 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TICISSIT17DES ILI.IJSTRATEO, 

IN THE , 

wssjS'wmxmsNfm 

or 

NANOT TOWLS, 

IN 

fiUROPE AND AMERICA. 

Written by Herself. 



AlPPBVBZZ or ZATTBR8, &0. 

An ENGRAVING-and PREFACE by LORENZO DOW. 
(The profits, will be detoted to chariUble purposes.) 

ii?Ii!l?^m S^u^**^' f "^"^ »"^ Miriam^Micah 6. 8c 4. 

Buera mto the hand of a woman.— Judges 4. 8t 9. ^^ 

He^ue not prophccyings.— (Paul) ITheM. 5. It 90. 



CHARI.EST01V. 

FAINTED FOR THE AUTHORESS, BY JAMBS L. BVROEt. 

1832. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^i^ 



d by Google 



BV 

bits 



^is^it^i 



COWTEITTS. 



Conversion, 

Call to Public Testimony, 

Travels, 

Voyage to British AmericB> 

Voyage to Europe, 

Return to America, . 

Obituary, . 

Journey to the South, 

Description of Monnooites, 

Anecdotes, 



Poetry, 
Appendix. 
Letter II, . 
Letter III, 
Letter IV, 
Letter V, 
Letter VI, 
Obituary, 
Reflections, 
Conclusion, 



Letter I, 



9 

18 
38 
60 
78 
131 
134 
138 
242 
254 
258 
261 
26S 
266 
268 
271 
274 
278 
286 



db, Google 



ERRATA. 



JPoge lAru 

15 32, read— in burying myself-^br, in busying myself. 

18 7 from the bottom-~fond j9aren<»— for, foiw parent. 

30 n, preaching house — ^for, preaching hour* 

ST 18, (Christian Connexion) — ^for, (Christian Connee* 

Hon.) 

40 33, had bidden-^ovt had bid. 

51 83, craft for, erafU. 

67 18, flesh ihould glory — for, flesh sJiaU glory. 

69 at the bottom, Mr. .^toer— for, Mr. Stoer. 

70 T, these leaders — ^for, there leaders. 

81 5, preaching i^Zoceff — ^for, preaching houses, 

85 17, Should be a new paragfraph. 

100 l4, converse eonsiderabiy^^foTf considerable. 
151 8, concerning — ^for, eoncereing. 
156 4, M. P/boMm/— for, Mr, Pleasant. 
180 6 from the bottom*— tntnc^ — ^for, heart. 
174 4, Mr, W.—'s annual conference— for Mrs. W—*s. 
319 7, had come, so far — ^for, had come /or, to gain. 

In punctuation, here b a vast deal of error, not my own. 
By leaving out the dash, where I had used it much — and 
not improperly; (which my printer alleged, was from ne- 
cessity,) has given the work, in many places, quite a dif- 
ferent accent 
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PREFACE. 

Cmdid Reader of whatever Nation^ Kindred or 
People. 

A BRIEF SKETCH of the various changing scenes 
of my life, thus far, I here present you; — not with 
elegance of style; — to "hold fast the form of 
8omd words,** has been my only aim. It is, mere- 
ly, an Introduction to a more extensive work, 
that I purpose, by the help of God, shortly to send 
abroad;— and the first effusion of my pen, that I 
have ever submitted to the j9f 6^9,— and to the pub' 
lie. Anterior to the present period, not so much 
as a letter, in my own hand, have I proposed for 
publication: — but, that I withheld my pen so long, 
I confess,-»is now, with me a subject of regret. 
The reasons for my backwardness, that I assign,—- 
were 1st. I thought meanly enough of my talents, 
and wished not to become, thus public — ^but, from 
the clearest conviction of duty, ^ly* I was fear- 
ful of being too assuming, — and of aspiring too 
much, for vain-ghry, 3dly. There was no pfjUh- 
Usher, to advocate the cause of one, not immedi- 
ately within tAeir pa/6«,—>and especially ihat tra- 
velled with the testimony of Jesus: — (unless it 
were the "Christian Connexion;'* and their work, 
was BO circumscribed, that I preferred, rather, set- 
ting my letters on foot, in my own hand. writing.) 

One particular inducement, to having the trea- 
tise, completed in this city,, was,— To be driven 
from all other helps, to a firm reliance on Almighty 
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power; — and to know the same, eventually, my 
own. Among my friends, I feared a disposition 
to confide, too much in their better judgment;—^ 
rather than which, I chose that my own imper^c- 
tions, should be manifest abroad; — and to sur- 
mount the charge, that I was apprehensive, would 
be greatly augmented thereby. The work, there- 
fore, is now my own. None other, has had a }»nd, 
or voice therein. At least, — in relation to the 
main matter^ I know it to be the Lord's; but the 
many,— i?»ean, and hw expressions to be traced 
throughout, are my own invention. Wherefore 
from the trtUhy'^ m any one instance, I am not ap- 
prised of having swerved. 

At the commencement,— it was intended for no 
more, than a pamphlet of twenty pages; (relating 
to my voyage, to the Old World, &c.) — but things 
have had such a termination, that I have been 
drawn, — or rather driven, quite beside my own de- 
signs, even to the lengths you here survey. I ask, 
my friendly reader, that the |)6cu/iar manner, of my 
being circumstanced, during its completion, may 
be deemed a sufficient apology for the many errors 
to be detected therein. The iDork which is to fol- 
low, I desire, may be more fully fraught with Di- 
vine Wisdom; and perused with deeper interest, 
and benefit, by all to whom it is extended. The 
greatest difficulty with me, here has been, to keep 
my pen within due bounds;-^-having such an abun- 
dance, that I wished to reveal, and of which, the 
narrow limits first surveyed for this, — would not 
admit. I think, the great, and marvellous things, 
the Lord hath^rought for me, (and which, I have 
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more especially to communicate,) He will not suf- 
fer, to be buried in the dust. Because of my de** 
sire for writing, and delight therein — which I for- 
merly had not, I believe that to be now, more than 
ever my duty: — and having became familiarized 
thereto, I hope that in consequence, the fragile 
thread of my existence may be lengthed out; (so 
that, it be not said to me, at last, as one suggest' 
edt J* What have you Cfrnie, slying into Heaven so 
. soon foTy^-hefore you are sent afterV^) 

The work^ to which I particularly allude,— and 
purpose to present hereafter — is that, of my *'Joum' 
al;" — which I now have by me, in manuscript^ at 
least the amount of four hundred octavo pages. 
Beside which, I hope to afford the world shortly, 
some specimens of my public communication, in a 
separate volume: — although, I would, have it un- 
derstood, that I have never been habituated, to 
committing to paper before hand, any thing of that 
nature. This object, I heartily desire to see ac- 
complished, before my race is run;— especially, for 
the encouragement of my own sex, that may succeed 
me in the Lord's Vineyard: — and that the pride of 
aU human glory, may I o stained, from sea, even to 
sea; and from the river, to the ends of the earth, 

A systetnatical mode of proceed ure, in the min- 
istry,* — is what I discountenance altogether;-— 
and believe that no person, of this enlightened 

* The body of Christ, is not one, hut many members; and it 
is their privilege (as in the day of pentecost)— exclusively, 
to speak as they are moved by the Holy Ghost. For God hath 
tet some in the church, first •Spostles, — prophets — tcacfccrj— 
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age, — thus devoted, — is likely to attain, to any 
eminent degree of holiness. Because, by a con- 
stant adherence, to a round of customary devotions; 
and a habitude of borrowing for a prop, the sen- 
timents of other Authors, (a person with but a 
shallow capacity, could discern) — he deprives him- 
self of that spiritual light, — correspondent, with a 
lively exercise of faith in God,— which it is the ex- 
alted privilege of every believer to enjoy. — And 
hence it is, that so many put light for darkness — " 
darkness for lights sweet for bitter, and bitter for 
sweet: — and have become, even as the heath in 
the desert, that knows not when good conieth. 

Respecting the preaching of females, many ob- 
ject,— **There was not a woman, among the twelve; 
or the seventy '—sent out to preach the Gospel, — 
otherwise, I might believe." We regret, that 
they have not penetration sufficient to know, 
that "A woman was commissioned with the most 
important, Gospel message, ever borne by mortals- 
even to the whole of that number. Many object, 
'*// is a shame for a woman to speak in the church.** 
To such I would reply, "Where did Mary, Anna, 
Deborah, Miriam, Easther, 8fC, 8fc. speak,— but, in 
the church?" One, —judged Israel, forty years; — 
another, was appointed a leader — (third, iu place,) 
of that immefise host through the wilderness: — and 
a fourth, was exalted, a deliverer, of the whole 

after that miracles, — gifts of healiiig, helps, governments, di- 
versity of tongues, Sfc.—'for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, 6fc. &rc. 
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Jewkrh nation: Pray, which even, of the Apos* 
ties themselres, could boast, of greater things 
than these? Jehovah delights to use wetik means, 
to effect great things! — that, whoever glorieth, 
should gUnyt in that, *'Ke understandeth, and 
imaweth God" Sajjrs Dr. Clark, in his Commen- 
tary on the holy Scriptures, ''Many have sp^nt 
mnch useJess labour, in endeavouring to prove, 
that these wamen^ did not preach. That there 
were some prophetesseSt as well as prophets, in the 
Christiati church, we learn; -and that a woman, 
might j9ray or jprop^cy, provided her head were 
covered, we know; — and that whosoever prophe- 
cied, spoke to others, to edification, &c. ^c.-<-l 
Cor. 14 and 15. That no ppeachei* can do more, 
every person must acknowledge; because to edify, 
exhort and comfort, are the prime ends of the Gos- 
pel ministry* If women, thus ^prophecied; then 
women preached," May the Lord, raise up a host 
of female warriors, — that shall provoke the oppo- 
site party, from their indolence; — and in too many 
instances, far— unloiq/ttt traffick, of the Word of 
Crodi Amen. 

In my extensive journeyings, over the earth, I 
have partook of thebenificence, of very many of di- 
vers nations;*— (more especially that of the Irish, 

* In Hallifax, M. S. a vessel came into part,-*and a poor, 
outcast, Prussian sailor, was drawn to hear a woman preach; 
but for DO better end, than to make a mock. He come, the 
second — -And also, the third time, — when he fell prostrate 
upon the floor, and cried aloud (yea roared) till midnight, — 
when the raven was changed to a dove^ — the lion to a lamb — 
4>r truly, his appearance, was almost, terrific. Aftesr seeing 
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who for generosity— justice to them, prompts me 
to say, exceed all others that I meet,) but ray grat- 
itude to tbeib, in a certain sense, will be useless, 
as many of their faces in the flesh, I never again 
expect to see. — Wherefore, I would have their 
go0d»e$$, — lave, — and mercy, to me when a deso- 
Uute wanderer, in lands remote,— written as with an 
icon pen, in the tablet of my heart, forever-more. 
And now, my Friendly Reader, I deliver this up 
to you— with much, /erven/, humble, prayer, That 
it maybe crowned with the blessings of Ciod;— not 
only to you,— but to all others, into whose hands 
it may also Ml; — and that, in the day of the 
Lord {e«n8, I may rejoice, that this my labour, 
had not proved, in vain. I thank, the Father of 
LighiM, &at for this end. He hath interrupted my 
public labours, for a time— that as I trust, hereaf- 
ter, I may render the world, more lasting service.— 
And for the manner, in which. He hath prepared 
me, for the same, — by leading me through the /tir- 
nace, to consume the dross, and to subdue the re- 
mains of self-love;— making me to undervalue, 
and contemn earthly things; — and more importu- 
nate at the Throne of grace:~whereby I have ob- 
tained, far deeper discoveries, of His baundles$ 
lave, and mercy, — than otherwise, I should ever 
have done. So, that, if I spend my days, as it 
were, in sighs and tears, — I have joys, that the 

a number of his ship-mates also, made happy in God; — and 
being about to put to aea again; — ^he brought bis purse, with 
all his bard earnings, to me — saying, "Had it not been for 
you, I should have spent it all or rtmi.'' 
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ujorld knows not of; nor that the stranger, imitf' 
medleih with. Some thousands, have 1 leen,-— 
made the sharers of redeeming grace; and many 
more of every nation, I expect to see added to 
that number, should I continue here below.— The 
only earthly treasure, that I regard— is my preeUms^ 
Bible; 'which hath been my companion,— and my 
support, in every part of creation, and that I in- 
tend shall be, the man ofmy-counsel, unto the death. 
I feel at home, thank Gk>d, in every place; and 
never more, than when urging my flight, with th% 
utmost speed, from city to city — whether by land, 
or by sea. Yet, 

**I am not at home, but travelling hence; 

To leave the thmgs, of time and sense." 

When that expected day, shall have arrived of 
complete conquest, of final deliveimnce, — and I 
shall reach my "long eternal h(nne,'* may I me^t with 
all, that have ever heard, my stammering tongue; 
and seen the ** Vicissitudes Illustrated of my life,** 
is the prayer of 

The public's Friend and Servant, 

for Christ Jesus's sake, . 
NANCY TOWLE. 
Charleston, Nov. 4th, 1832. 

* That, and sometimes a Bible Dictionary, has been for 
the most part, my only Litrary. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

Courteous Reader: 

Having been itcquainted with the authoresat^ 
of the following narrative, for several years; — I 
take the liberty of recommending the same, to ray 
cotemporary fellow .mortals; — believing, the perU'* 
sal, may be useful^ to the contemplative mind. 

** Female preaching,^* is, by many, through a pre- 
judice, foundud in education;— thought to be im- 
proper; — and hence, condemned, by them.— But, 
why, a, female, should not be as accountable, to 
God, for her talents^ and ministration,— as the 
opposite gem^, — I know not. 

God — has designed the woman, as an "help"- 
*'meet,"--accordiqg to HIS ORDER. Both in, 
the Old, and New Testaments, — they have been 
the chosen instruments, of God;— as Miriam, 
Huldah, and Deborah, the daughters, of Philip, — 
who propbecied, i. «. preached. — For prophecy^ 
does not always mean, fortelling future events,— 
but, may relate to public action, by the "harp," — 
or by TESTIMONY. 

*'Phebe," is styled, '*a Servant of the Chureh:*'— 
and the name of Priscilla, is mentioned, before, 
that of her husband: — And for my own part, i 
think it would be well, to give up, prejudice;— 
and be cautious, not to obstruct, the way of 
those, who follow not our whims; — lest by folly, 
we grieve those, whom God would not have 
grieved;— and thereby, bring an awful responsibi- 
lity, upon ourselves^ 

I feel, to bid Nancy Towle, God speed;— and 
wish her success,— in the name of the Lord. 

LORENZO DOW. 

Baltimore, May 21st, 183§l 
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VICISSITUDES ILLUSTRATED, &c. 



. The Journey of Life with me commenced in 
the town of Hampton^ State of New-Hamfshire^ 
North America, on the 13th of February, 1796. 
My parents, Philip and Bet 
wise natives of that place. ^ 
dren, of whom I was the t 
six daughters. 

I am not able to date the 
light upon my soul; — but, i 
I was under religious imp 

my infantile years, I recollect weeping some- 
times very bitterly, because I conceived that my 
'^Makbr'' was angry with me, on the account of 
my great wickedness — and if I should die, I must 
surely go to a place of misery. 

When I was twelve years old, a revival op 
RELIGION commenced in my native town, for the 
first time; and my mother and elder sister be- 
came the happy subjects of God's converting grace. 
At that period, the Lord wrought very powerfully 
upon my heart, by His Holy Spirit; and I was led 
to reflect much upon His blessed VVord, and the 
glorious scheme of salvation, through the media- 
tion of Jesus Christ! — and, from that tHm for- 
ward, I lived in the practice of secret prayer, (iTor 
the most part,) until I had obtained a knowle^e of 
talvcUion through the remission of my sins ; which 

A ' ' 
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6 VICISSITUDES iLLtJSTBATED, kt. 

was not, however, until twenty-two years of my 
life had gon^, with those beyond the flood. 

At the age of fourteen, and upwards, for a suc- 
cession of years, prayer was considered rather as 
a task, nevertheless, than as any pleasurable em- 
ploy: and being of a very volatile disposition, my 
chief delights began to be, at the haunts of hil- 
arity and mirth. These, I very solicitously pur- 
sued; — and notwithstainding the clearest convic- 
tion of its being wrong, thus to improve the time 
and talents allotted me, for nobler ends on earth, 
in the ball chamber, with much trifling gayety, I 
was oflen found. But before I dared venture for- 
ward in this my vain career, (which was not a lit- 
tle strange,) I was not unfrequently at the Throne 
of Grace, to petition mercy of the Lord, that the 
sin might not be laid to my charge : — for I was ex- 
ceedingly fearful of committing that crime^ i. e. 
^^the sin against the Holy Ghosty^^ '^tehich hath no 
forgiveness J either in this worlds or in that tthich is 
to come.^^ So, in this way, I stifled conviction; 
and, in a degree, quieted my conscience, for the 
space of ten years — not being willing to abandon 
my gay companions, altogether, and my reputation 
among men, to become a decided follower of a 
meek and lowly Saviour, 

At the age of sixteen, seventeen and twenty*- 
one, I attended the academy in Hampton, and 
in my literary pursuits, I made very good profi-' 
cien^ I had ever an ardent thirst for useful 
knowledge — not merely for my own temporal ad- 
vantage — but that I might be able, as 1 thought, 
to contribute to the happiness of those around roe, 
and so answer, more especially, the grand design 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



nCISSITTTDES ILLUSTBATEP^ kc. 7 

of my creation. At the academy, (as well as 
at common schools, in the days of my childhood,) 
I was accustomed to speaking dialogues, kc. and 
more particularly on exhibition days, befora large 
assemblies; but not with the most remote idea, 
howbeit, of ever exercising myself thus, for the 
good of my fellow-men, in the vineyard of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the age of eighteen, I engaged with much 
satisfaction in the laudable employment of school- 
keeping; — and that continued to be my main con- 
cern, of a temporal kind, for a number of years 
ensuing. 

Sept. 3d, 1818 — was a very memorable period 
of my life . Upon that auspicious day, the inesti- 
mable prize of scdvatioriy was vouchsafed to me. 
By faith in that name ^< Jesus," over ^^principalitie9 
and potdersy^^ I was victorious. The contest had 
been long and doubtful; but my worst enemies, 
*'sin and hell," at last, were vanquished: and 
under the blood stained banner - of the cross, I 
entered triumphant, ^Hhe city qf the living God." 
The time, or place, will never be erased from ray 
memory — when every intervening shadow fled 
away — and the "day-star" in its full glory, burst 
upon my view. That hallowed spot, was not a 
temple — it was not a stable — but it was the Inn,* 
at length, which became the place of Christ's 
gracious visitation. It was there — surrounded of 
a multitude, (and during the admonitory address 
of a female,'!' from Romans i. and 16, I am not 
ashamed of the Qospel of Chriity S^c,) that light, 

* T^ie Inn at Northamton. t Ctoissa H. D^forfe. 
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8 VICISSITUDES ILLirSTRATEU, &C. 

life and joy sprang up, as mine, alone to share! — 
and as mine, for evermore! 

Shortly after, looking upon myself as a believer 
— and viewing it the privilege of believers only — 
I was emersed in Baptism, (in company with one 
of my sisters) by Elder Moses Howe. Elder H. 
belonged to the sect, in the United States, denomi- 
nated Christians; but as no society had ever been 
organized in the place, of that persuasion, we, 
hence, were left to our freedom, or otherwise, to 
unite with whatever community we chose, at any 
future day. 

For some months subsequent to my conversion, 
my heart and tongue were fHled with increasing 
praise and thanksgiving to God. In the language 
of the royal Psalmist, I could say, " Come unto 
me all ye thai fear the Lord, and I will declare,*^ 
(what Ibope he has done,) what I know, *'^he has 
done for my «oi*/." Also with Mary, I could say, 
"Jtftf soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit doth 
rejoice in God my Sat'towrj" and with Peter, more- 
over, I could appeal to my Maker, and affirm, 
^^Lord thou knotoest all things, thou knoioest that r 
iove thee.^^ My bosom glowed with love divine to 
the whole human race; yea, my soul was utterly 
dissolved of God's almighty love; and 1 rejoiced, 
^^tiis truth and righteousness to declare,^'* to hun» 
dreds, or to the perishing thousands, from place to 
place, — while many were constrained to acknow- 
leiige, <from the signs which followed,) that the 
grace of God was especially with me. 

But not long, however, before the words were 
applied with power, to my heart, "/tw7/ show thee 
hoio great things thou shall suffer far my name'^9 
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iake;^^ and oh! the multiplied scenes of Bu^riog, 
danger, and of toil, that since, I have waded thro°! 
But the Lord hath made a *^way for His ran* 
sowed to pass- over,^^ and I am delivered. Ante^ 
rior to my conversion, howbeit, as that life, the 
most honorable which I could live, I made choice 
of the one replete with sufferings, for the Lord 
Jrsus' sake: and as that death, the most honorable 
which I could die, I said *^let me die the deaif^ of 
a martyr*y or rather, ^^let me spend and be spent, 
in the cause of the blessed Redeemer, ^^ 1 had at 
that time, an impression from a dream, that I 
should one day become religious, and bear testis 
mony to the word of God's grace over the earth. — 
But these things, I studiously kept, however, and 
pondered within my own bosom. 

1819 & 1830, was a space of the closest trial 
with me. I was brought to the test, whether I 
would pay that, I had vowed to the Most Hioh^ 
or no. Notwithstanding, I had the clearest evi- 
dence of duty, in bearing a public testimony ; I 
began, at length, to coffer withjlesh and bloody and 
to say,/<i can speak no more in the name of the 
Lord, for the tongue of the learned he has net given 
to me; nor am I, in any wise, adequate to such an 
important undertaking. I love precious souls, 
however, and think, I would sacrifice my life for 
their salvation. But wherein, am I able to profit 
even one soul of man ? Or in what sense, am I 
to be, in any degree, accounted of? In my most 
arduous attempts, I may only reproach that sa- 
cred name and cause, which above all others, I 
revere ! — ^and merely stumble and destroy the very 
souls/ 1 so ardently desire to save.'' 
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The peace of God I therefore lost out of my 
heart, and in the language of the Prophet Jo- 
nah, I exclaimed, ^^ It is better for me to dtc, than to 
ttvc." Such a sense of the worth of souls — my 
neglect of duty — the shortness of my time — and 
of my awful responsibility to God, devolved upon 
me at times, as to quite disable me for any secu- 
lar concern . Sleep hence departed from my eyes, 
and slumber from my eyelids. My bread became 
like ashes, and my drink was mingled with my 
weeping. From the bitter anguish of ray soul, 
I also cried, ^'Oh! that I had in the toitderneasy a 
lodging place of wayfaring menP^ Or that I might 
hide myself, in bovm lone cavern of the earthy and 
be at rest; far, far, from all human view! I was 
inMeed, a wonder to myself; and I could not tell, 
what had gotten hold on me. I looked at my friends 
and relations, whom I had reason to-think, pos- 
sessed of as deep piety as myself; but I saw noth- 
ing in them, that appeared like what I felt, from 
day to day: nor did I conceive, that another indi- 
vidual of the human race, knew any thing about 
such exercise as mine! 

I sometimes felt a longing <lesire, to go ^^into 
ail the world and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture.^^ In imagination, I was there; and in dreams 
of the night, I was there, sounding salvation to the 
thoughtless thouscmds. But, nevertheless, I was 
not able to understand, how this could be, con- 
sistently, required of me; — if it were so, I ikn- 
cied, that the 4jord would qualify me for such a 
work; as I believed He never demanded any 
thing of His creatures, which they had not abi- 
lity to accomplish . I was apprehensive^ however^ 
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that there was something for me to do, towards 
the saving of my fellow-men, of which, I was 
then living in a wilful neglect. I could find no 
person, to whom, I dared disclose the secrets of 
my heart; but to the Lord alone, I made my sup- 
plication, day and night, that He would gracious- 
ly reveal, and bring me to submit, to all His holy 
will. The words, at one time, were applied with 
much force to my mind, *^ Hearken^ Odaughtcriy 
and consider, and incline thine ear, forget also thine 
awn people, and thy father^ a house. 

I consequently, sometimes believed, what again 
I dared not believe; even, that I should one day, 
forsake my kindred and my home, and through 
the waste-howling desert of a sinful world, '^ies(»- 
fy the*'' GLAD TIDINGS **o/* the grace of God " — 
This I ardently desired to do, and thought I would 
freely give the whole world, if I had it in posses- 
sion, to be enabled to take up my cross, and dis- 
charge every duty incumbent upon me, in a public 
way. I wished to preach the Gospel — 1st, Be- 
cause I sometimes felt the word of the Lord as 
fire shut up in my bones, and I longed to speak that 
I might he refreshed : — 2d, Because I loved pre- 
cious souls, and desired their salvation, even more 
than to be made heir of the universe: — 3d, Because 
I loved the Lord Jesus, and desired, for the ho- 
nor of His holy name, to live to some good end 
amoDff my fellow-men. But the tempter cries, 
^'YouMl never stand in the day of battle! Al- 
though you begin to build, you will never be able 
to finish: then, amidst perpetual shame and dis- 
grace, you will return, and to the grief and sorrow 
of all your friends in future life. 
a3 
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On taking a second survey of things, ''What,'' 
exclaimed 1, ''am I henceforth to be ? A solitary 
wanderer through the earth, far, far, from every 
friend, and no more a certain dwelling place, be- 
neath the sun ? A slender female, and in every 
literary attainment but a babe; to face a frowning 
world, exposed to ten thousand snares! and in 
danger continually of bringing reproach upon 
God's righteous cause! Am 1 able to endure? 
O Lord God, thou only knowest! The end of 
all events are with Thee, as though they were 
but yesterday. Uphold me by thy free spirit, 
and may I never presume to run counter to thy 
most holy will." 

I was sometimes enabled to claim the sweet . 
promises of the Lord as mine, ^^Fear not thou 
womiy Jacob] I toUl help thee\ and behold, I toill 
make thee a new sharp instrument, having teeth, 
and thou sJutll thresh the mountains, and beat them 
small, and shalt make the hills as chaff, ^^ Also, 
^^ I will bless thee, and I mil make thee a blessing: 
for thou shalt go to all that I shall hnd ihee-, and 
whatsoever I command thee, thou shaU speakP 
These things, not unfrequently, strengthened me 
in my resolutions to persevere; and the sweet 
cords of love, at once, drew me away. . In a mo- 
ment I was gone, as it were^ over a wide world, 
and lost to all sense of sorrow and pain, in be- 
holding sinners, by hundreds, submitting to God. 

But t her snare was not yet broken, nor had my 
soul escaped. Amidst these conflicting scenes, 
my friends began to be much alarmed for me, 
and to express their apprehensions in the strong- 
eist terms^ that I was ruining myself. They heiic% 
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prescribed that my Bible, (which had become 
my constant companion)) should be thrown aside; 
and that by more busy, worldly engagements, my 
mind should be diverted from my melancholy 
theme. You once, said they, (with reference to 
my days of vanity,) were doing well, and were 
useful in the world; and you then had the smiles 
of approbation from all around you : but now, 
what, in all probability, will be your future life ? 
Will not an ungodly world, have it at last to say 
of your religion^ that it has only had a tendency to 
render you contemptible among men^ and that it has 
deprived you of your former joys, and wrought 
none other, in effect, than your own undoing. 

KixND Heaven forbid, exclaimed I, that I 
should ever become a disparagemect to the cause 
of truth, or my example, a discouragement, in any 
degree, to those around me^ from ever seeking 
the salvation of their souls! I hence strove some- 
times to live as other people lived, and to quiet 
myself with the idea that all was well: but in 
busying myself with earthly concerns, 1 alw ays 
plunged, as it were, into the very nethermost hell, 
where there was nothing but hopeless misery. 
The earthy with all its boasted wealth, had no 
remaining charm for me. Could I gain the 
whole world, as I thought, at a stroke, it would 
be no more to me than aheap of sordid dust; and 
I would spurn it with the utmost indignation from 
my presence, as a price too mean, by far, for my 
immortal soul . 

"./fl world lying in darkneis,^^ was continually in 
view — and Oh, the very idea, that they were daily 
plunging into hell, whose blood| at the 4reud trt- 
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bunal of Jehovah, would be required at my hand, 
filled me almost with outrage and despair. I 
oflen withdrew to the fields, where I prostrated 
myself upon the earth, and gave vent to my full 
heart, with agonizing cries and tears; but from 
the oppressive, dreadful burden of my mind, no- 
thing, however, appeared to afford me any relief. 
By rejecting the impression of preaching the Gros- 
pel to a ruined tcorldy I always found my hell of 
soul to increase; consequently, I looked no long- 
er from that source to reap the least consolation. 
Yea, it seemed at times, that even the regions of 
darkness contained no fiercer pain* for me, than 
the sense I had of the abuse of my time, talents 
and privileges, while precious souls were daily 
hurled into destruction. The words were en* 
forced upon my mind, '^ Take the tvicked aiuf 
slothful servant J that prepared noi himself nor did 
his masler^s tvilly and cast him into outer darkness 
where there is wailing and gnashing of teeth.^^ I 
thought I was willing to spend my mture life in 
sorrow, provided I might be saved at last, and be 
instrumental in savins souls, or even one bouI, 
from the ^^wrath which is to come;^^ and I began 
now to be convinced, that upon this work of sav* 
ing souls, exclusively, my own eternal all depen-^ 
ded: and hence, said I, ^^J>recessUy is laid upon 
mc, and woe is me if I preach not the OospelP^ 

It had never been, with myself, any controvert- 
ed point, (although it is such with many others 
of the present day,) whether the preaching of 
the Gospel by females was justifiable or not, but 
rather to the reverse. I ever believed, that in 
Christ Jrsus they were one^ both male and 
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iemale: and that, according to both the Old and 
the New Testaments, hoUf womeny as well as 
^^holy men of God^^^ were wont to speak, as they 
were moved by the Holt Ghost, (which amounts 
to none other, more or less, thcin the preaching of 
the Gospel.) I believed, moreover, that ia these 
last days, especiaHy, the word aad kingdom of 
grace should be widely diffused throughout the 
earth; and that npon both ^^aervanta and hmnd^ 
waidSf** the spirit of the Lord should be very pro- 
fusely poured forth, and they should prophecy. — 
With regard, particularly, to the term 'prophecy,' 
the question had once been agitated with me, 
whether its meaning was totally definite, and to be 
confined, merely , to the foretelling of future ev«nts; 
or whether it related to any mode of public in- 
struction, either by testimony or by action, in the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. But 
on application of myself to the Word of God, I 
found it expressly recorded, ^^Tk4i teatinwny of 
Jestu i$ the apirit of prophecy :^^ And likewise, 
^*He that prophecyethy apeakm to edification^ ofnd 
exhortationj and comfort.^^lf I learned -moreover, 
from the writings ojf the Old Testament, that both 
the sons and tl^ daughters of Heman, '<prophe« 
cied" and praised God, with eymbais, psalteries, 
harps, &c.| I b^ce became satisfied for my- 
self, that according to the Scriptures, the word 
"prophecy" implied not only the foretelling of 
fuHure events, but often related to public testi- 
mony, and also to public action in instrumental 
^usic, &c. &c. whether produced by the ener-^ 

* JRcv. «ar. Jc 10. t 1 Cw. xir. «[ 3. % Chro. «v. & 5. 
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(j^tea of either sex, male or female. And I here, 
likewise, take the liberty to offer a few reflec- 
tions of more recent origin. Under the Mosaic 
Dispensation, females, in number, foui,were par- 
ticularly denominated prophetesses, viz. Miriam, 
Huldab, Deborah and Noadiah; the latter of 
whom was false. Of the New Testament, and 
under the present Dispensation, were there, in 
number, six, expressly designated by the same 
appellation, tiz: Anna, the four daughters of 
Philip, and Jesebel: the latter of whom was vile. 
We hence perceive, of these wpmen, one, to the 
number four, was proved false: but of the op- 
posite gender, (it is worthy to be remembered,) 
in the days of the Prophet Elijah, were found 
four hundred and fifty that were false, to the lit- 
tle number one, that was true. And what of all 
this, I ask, if we are to make a similar estimate 
of the two distinct genders, for the present day? 
The Scriptures forewarn us; it cannot be denied, 
that in the /a»/ days ^^perilous limes shall come :'' 
and that many false prophets and false teachers 
shall arise, &c. But is it once suggested, pray, 
that from those of the finer mould, (women,) 
there shall be any such occasion of alarm? No. 
\Vh)kthen the hue and cry of false teachers! Fy! 
Fy ! if a single female, constrained by love to pre- 
cious souls, should forsake her own advantage, to 
win them to the Lord ? Oh, it is because the world 
abounds with priestcraft and superstition! Pope! 
Bishop! Priest! hirelings, who of filthy lucre caa 
never have enough ! " These shall receive the great'- 
er damnaiion.^^ 
Nearly two years had consequently elapsed, and 
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the perpetual confliolfi of my mind^ occasioned a 
visible decline in my health, and I was as one 
drawin^r near to my long and silent home. Days 
and nights in succession, I spent in weeping; and 
wondered that any countenance near me could 
ever wear a smile. But the words were set 
home with comfort to my mind, ^^Refrain thy 
voice from weepings and thine eyes from tears j for 
thy work shall be rewarded.^^ It did not appear, at 
this time, that there was any thing that I could do 
among my own people ; but it seemed to be a- 
broad, in a wide world; and that I must get out, 
from my own country and kindred, as Abram did, 
to a land I knew not of. I had now relinquished 
all hope of ever seeing again a happy day upon 
the earth, but in travelling creation to invite sin- 
ners to repentance. Nor even then, had I any 
expectation of sharing that measure of joy an4 
peace in Christ Jesus, of which I had once so 
richly partook: and, said I, it is just with God, 
that I should not, (even afler a life wasted in suf- 
fering, and in toil,) on the account of my disobe- 
dience and base ingratitude to Him. While I 
saw my flesh decaying, and eternal things, as it 
were, impending^ with how much more compara- 
tive case, said I, could I now resign my life, hav- 
ing that joyful hope in Christ, which once was 
mine, than to go up and down the earth, to be 
made a gazing-stock to an ill, misjudging world; 
and the butt of envy to all the combined powers of 
earth and hell, during my stay below: Oh, to die 
an hundred deaths, could that be possible, I 
should esteem but light, compared w^ this stu- 
pendous work, which now lies before me. It will 
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be but a little while, howener, at the most, that 
frail nature can surmount the difficulties and dan-* 
gers of such a course, and then to brighter realms 
ril speed my flight, so that the honor of a mar- 
tyr's death it will be my lot at last to share. If 
I stay where I am, I am positive it is to die; if 
I go, as I am conscious duty demands, I can't but 
die; therefore to honor, ease and interest, yea, and 
every earthly enjoyment, I will bid a long adieu. 
April 20, 1821. Nature shed the parting tear, 
while I cast mine eye around, on fields and groves, 
where in innocent childhood I had sported: and ^ 
said I, <<with the fond paternal roof,I now renounce 
you, once for all.* — and this day, I put my hand to 
the Gospel Plough, never more to turn again. 
Should it be my lot to lay my dust, in some un- 
frequented wild; the consciousness that I for- 
sook all for Christ, will be ray consolation then 
in the dying hour. My parents, with tender care, 
watched over my younger years; and their ear- 
liest hopes expand6d, of my being a comfort* to 
them, in life's declining stage; but if the Lord 
hath otherwise ordained, His will should be my 
rule, let the event prove what it may. His word 
abideth sure, ^*-If any man love father or mother 
more than me^ he is not worthy of me." How am I 
able, more fully to repay the tender solicitude of 
a fond parent for me, and evince my gratitude, to 
the kind Author of my life, than by adhering 
strictly, to all His commands! The engaging at* 
fections, of loved sisters and brothers, with their 
ripening years, strongly invite my stay : but the 
joyful hope of interjoming «oon, as a household, 
around God's throne in Heaven, will go with 
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me to the end . The dear companions of my youth| 
with whom, life's slippery paths I have trodden— 
and my christian friends, with whom I have gone 
to the house of the Lord, and taken sweet counsel 
— still twine as strings about my heart: but na- 
ture's tenderest ties, must be dissolved, and every 
dear, earthly enjoyment, must be forthwith resign- 
ed. 6 Lord God, I appeal to thee, the searcher of 
all hearts, that for thy name's sake, and the Gos- 
pel, I make an unreserved sacrifice, this day, of 
airthat nature once inclined to hold dear. Ac- 
cordingly, with my purposes, respecting the fu- 
ture, still a secret within my own bosom, (excep- 
ting what my conduct had expressed,) I journey- 
ed forty miles, in company with my father, to the 
town of Wakefield. I had made a previous en- 
gagement, to teach a school, at that place, as a 
sort of screen: however, being defeated in my 
expectations of the school, I journeyed forward, as 
far as Parsonsfield, where, having some relation 
residing, I took a short school, and completed the 
season. 

In the interim, I visited likewise Ossipee, Ef- 
fingham, Eaton, Cornish, Limerick, Lemington; 
and attended meetings of F. Baptists, with whom 
I began again, (though in a c^d-like manner,) to 
take up my cross, by prayer and exhortation; — 
this I had no sooner done, than bless the Lord, 
all.'my slavish bands were broken oflf; and my 
tongue was straitway filled with songs of joy and 
praise, to my great Redeemer! I now imagined, 
even as in the day of my espousal, that the migh- 
ty host of my enemies was ^ut to flight; and that 
1 should have no farther cause of grief or tQara^ 
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while journey iag below. This, I accounted ^fl^Jr 
second and most wonderful change', from ^^naturPs 
darkness into God's marvellous lights In the first 
place, 1 had but renounced the world, with its de- 
lusive joys, in point of affection, for the kingdom 
of Heaven's sake: whereas, at* this time, i had 
made an actual and an entire surrender, of all 
that I possessed; even of my mortal life it^lf*, to 
hold the same a prey, during my stay on earth, 
and so henceforth to live, as dying daily to the 
world, and ripening for the skies. 

The first fruits of my feeble labors, the Lord 
was pleased to give, was a young man, upon the 
borders of the grave. His condition, I was made 
to understand — while the things eternal, seemed 
concealed from his view. 1 hence, made my 
visits at the place the moro frequent; where, after 
much fervent ^^prayer to God," tciih and for him, I 
strove often to ^^pray him^^^ for God, to get ready 
for his approaching change. Rut all appeared, 
until as it were, the last hour, unavailing. I said, 
what is done, must be done speedily. I there- 
fore had recourse to my pen, presented him in wri- 
ting, what I saw to be the danger of his case. — 
He was aroused to seek the Lord — obtained an 
evidence of his acceptance — and left the world 
with Heaven and glory, wide opening on his 
soul! My joy at this circumstance, may be bet- 
ter imagined than described . That I had heard 
one soul praise God, with his latest brieath, for 
my exertions in his behalf, I esteemed a suffi- 
cient recompence, for all the sacrifice I had made, 
and I could no longer doubt, but that one soul, 
already in Heaven, would bless the day, to jail 
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eternity, that I had left my friends and hon^, to 
call on sinners to repent. 

But- notwithstanding my unexpected deliver- 
ance from all my troubles, f ^as oftentimes af- 
terwards, ^Hn weakness audftar^ andin much irem- 
hlingy'^ under a sense of my unworthiness and in- 
ability, foi^that important work, to which the Great 
Master had been pleased to call me. My enemies, 
though spoiled and utterly driven out, I found wer« 
yet numerous and powerful; and that their crafty 
designs against my soul, would still be many, in 
somuch that I must expect to endure, in conse- 
quence, a great light of afflictions, e?en to the 
end. During my stay in these regions, 1 had op- 
portunity of forming some acquaintance, with a 
number of female preachers, of the Free-will Bap- 
tist persuasion, viz: Almira Bullock, Hannah 
Fogg, Judith Prescott, and Mrs. Quimby. They 
strengthened my hands much, in the Lord, and 
exhorted me, to patient continuance in doing well. 

In the month of October, I returned to my fa- 
ther's: and from the remembrance of what my 
sensations were,on leaving these, the loved abodes 
of my youtjij I was exceeding joyful, that the 
Lord Jehovah had ^^plead my cattse^ redeemed my 
life,^^ and that here, though, as it were, but for a 
night, I might have again, a qViet resting place. 

1 was well aware, that my name was now, cast 
out as evil; and i hence determined, that neither 
the frowns or the flatteries of mortal worms, should 
ever move me, but that come life, or come death, 
I would try to be faithful to the Lord, wherever I 
might be. Shortly after my return,! paid my friends 
in 5tratbam^ a visit, and there, to a large assem- 
B 
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bly, I attempted to speak from a text* for the first 
time. But not waiting for the holy principle of 
light and life within, by trusting in God, as I 
should have done; I was hence, in a great degree 
overcome by the fear of man, and a scene of deep 
affliction, was to me the chief result. It happened, 
that one of my own town's folk, had followed me to 
the place, who it seems, watched me through, 
with a suspicious eye: and the day following, she 
took the liberty, to give in plain terms, her opinion, 
and not only her own, but as she suggested, the 
sentiment of most others: even that ^^Iwas not caU 
led to engage in the work / had undertook, and that 
I had, theryore, better give U up, and stay at home " 
This, coming from a quarter, whence I had least 
reason to expect it, ("she, being a person who ex- 
ercised much in public herself,) threw me into 
great confusion. But all my expectation, was still; 
from the Most High, and I desired now to live 
more especially for one thing, viz: to vindicate my 
own cause to the world of mankind, and to see the 
*ho8t of gainsay ers confounded before the Lord. 
This i believed 1 should do; as what I had beffun, 
I was conscious God had required of me, and ihat 
every tongue hence, that should rise up against 
me in judgment, Hs would put to silence, or con- 
demn. (The person, to whom I have reference, 
soon afler heard me, in a similar manner, 
undertake again: when she confessed hei fault, 
and asked my forgiveness, saying, ^*I had ought 
to have waited, and seen, what the Lord de- 
signed to do." Since that time, she has gone 1r 

» John r. ^ &. 
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Uiumph, to a world of spirits, ^^where the wicked 
shall cease to trouble, and the weary soul shall for 
ever r est, ^^ 

1822. At the commencement of the year, I 
felt my mind strongly drawn towards the South; 
and notwithstandmg my resolution, to try to be 
faithful in^very place, I found myself again shorn 
of my strength, and sinking under the same weight 
of grief and pain, for precious souls abroad, 
which I had known in former days. I felt desi- 
rous to fly from pole to pole; and if I had a thou- 
sand tongues, I thought I would freely wear them 
out, in proclaiming to all the kindred of the earth, 
Jehovah's boundless love and grace! 

Two preachers about home, kindly offered m% 
a «<no^ of commendation," as they said, "to aid in 
gaining me access among strangers, where my 
Dame was never known;" but their offer, with gra- 
titude to them, for their good will, I saw proper to 
decline; rejoining, "if the God of Heaven, in 
whose name I venture forth, refuses me redress, I 
will never seek,or expect^any degree of clemency 
from fellow-worms." 

1 therefore, with my Bible, as my only com- 
panion, took the stage, and journeyed 100 miles, 
to Gl<9|cester in Rhode-Islan^ and called on J. 
W. (a j^inister of the F. ^^hptist persuasion,) 
with w&om I had some little acquaintance. From 
then^ 4 went to Chepachet village, and on Sab- 
bath d|i^, I spoke at the different meetings, by 
exhortation, &.c. which was agreeable to the most; 
but Universalists grumbled, and made quick-step 
homeward. I proceeded on to BurrelviJle, where 
J found many, that were brought t« the Jbenn, by 
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the instrumentality of J. Colby and C. H. Dan-- 
ibjrth* — two of God's faithful iservants, peculiarly 
dear to myself; there I made a second appoint- 
ment to preach, (as it is usually termed) and spake 
with a good degree of enlargeriient, to the satis- 
faction, I believe, of all that heaid. At the same 
place, I had the pleasure of seeingif a gooi> 
WORK commence shortly after, and many souls 
^^brought to the Lruncledge of the truth as it is in 
Jesus." I was now greatly encouraged to hope, 
that if faithful to God, my labors would be crown- 
ed with abundant success, where ever I might go. 
I went in the nevt place to a village called 
Blackstone, and spoke in a steeple-house, to some 
hundreds, with a tolerable degree of freedom. 1 
visited a female minister, of the Society of Friends^ 
(M. Batty >) and was invited to speak with hcf, 
on a funeral occasion, which I did, I believe to 
her surprise I then went to Pawtucket, and took 
for a companion in travels, Martha Spalding,t 
(of the F. Baptist order) who thought herself 
called to the work of the Ministry. We tra- 
velled for some weeks together,in Gloucester, Fos* 
ter, Killingly,CCon.)Scituate, Johnston and Smith- 
field, in these places, sf^verally, we had access to 
M. houses of diffeM^t communities, and spake to 
large auditories, anVnately, every day. 1 some- 
times felt, in delivering my message to the peo- 
ple, like one, possessed of great authority, and ita 
effects appeared visible on all that heard; then a- 
gain, i labored under sad sfteightenings of spirit^ 

* Now Clariasa H. Richmond, still living in Connecticut^ 
t She still contmues to labor in the Vineyard of Xh% j^frd. 
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Ibr Avhich f was not able to account; but I wished 
always to leave the event with God, and to press 
on to things more glorious ahead f even to the mark 
for the prize of the kingdom and the crown. 

At SmithfieJd, for the first time, I attended a 
Methodist Camp-Meeting, and there, I had the 
pleasure of seeing, two other females, who had 
recently begun to exercise, in the ministry of the 
word, viz: Mrs. Thompson,t and Susan Humes. 
The experience of the latter, as I had it, at that 
time, from her own mouth, was not a little re« 
markable. In justice to her extraordinary charac- 
ter, and to the praise of God's amazing grace, 
which shone so conspicuously in her, I would here 
give my candid reader, a brief sketch of her his- 
tory. 

She was born in the State of Connecticut. At 

the age of 12, (if my recollection serves me) her 

parents died, and she was left to the care of an 

uncle; at the age of 17 she embraced religion, 

and on which account she was disowned of her 

guardian and all her friends: but to use her own 

language, " FPhen all men forsook mejthe Lord took 

me up^^^ and bade me go into a wide world, and 

publish His holy word. She continued accoiv 

dingly, to testify the goodne^l^the Lord to her, 

fc from the period of her conversion, until the age 

* of 19 — when her labors were increased, and the 

; f field opened wider and wider, even without any 

f effort of her own. A short time prior, to this our 

interview, as she saia, "I visited the town of 

^Pxoviidence, (R. I) and appointed to preach at 

^■ 

; tMrg. Tfc is stifl a preacher in connection with the Methodists. 

;- -' b2 
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Ike Court-House of that place, but as the Court 
was sitting at the time, the house was found not 
efficient, to convene the people, hence the Pres-* 
byterians opened their place of worship, and the 
ooncourse removed there:" and continued she, 
moreover,^ 'Many judges and mighty men, I knew 
to be present; but One, over-head, I realized, was 
greater than them all, to inspect my language." 

I confess, that upon the Camp Ground, where 
I was favored with this interview with her, the ar- 
dent solicitude she manifested for the good of souls^ 
^d her melting addresses, to both saints and sin* 
oers, exceeded what I had ever witnessed before, 
iXk either male or female. I judge, that an effect 
similar, it must have produced on all that heard, 
which I acknowledge, it did upbn myself, viz: to 
penetrate my heart with a very deep sense of my 
own unfaithfulness and indifference in the same 
blessed .cause which I had likewise espoused. — 
(But as 1 shall have occasion to take up her history 
elsewhere, I will here leave the same, to be con- 
cluded in its proper place.) 

I felt myself, at this time, especially called a- 
Way from the vain formularies and the customary 
devotions to which many of the different com- 
munities extant, |dhered: and as a being, ac- 
countable for my Wfn^s alone to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; to try, to listen to the voice of Hit 
spirit, in my own soul, as the only infallible 
guide, and to shape my own line of conduct, as 
much as possible, in conformity thereto. 

Towards the close of October, I took my leave 
of Martha for a space; and in company with J. 
W. wd his wife, l.reached again my father's 
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kouse in peace: — Mrs. W. being then in the last 
stage of a consumption, and on the way to her 
father's, to die there : — she hence insisted on my 
proceeding with them 100 miles still farther. — 
Having felt a concern, sometimes to visit the 
churches of the eastern country — more especial* 
ly for my own instruction in righteousness — I 
therefore conceived it my duty to go on : — and to 
endeavor to improve the opportunity, in doing all 
the good, (in the use of all means) which might lie 
in my power. 

As I was about d^arting again with many tears, 
my dear brother Philip handed me a very affec- 
tionate letter; (that he had written, to send to me, 
in Rhode Island;) wherein he highly applauded 
the choice I had made of devoting my life, with- 
out reserve, to the service of the blessed Redeem- 
er; and with regard to himself, he added, '^1 am 
not a stranger, altogether, to the sentiments which 
religion inspires.'' "The duties of my station, 
oall me oftentimes to the abodes of wretchedness 
and woe; where I behold my fellow-beings, 
wracked with the most excruciating bodily pains; 
and their souls tortured with the forebodings of an 
awful retribution to come! — I hence have learned, 
in some measure, how to symsathize with the dis- 
tressed and forlorn : — and to*ew my own peculi- 
ar mercies, in such a light, as it behoveth me^ to 
do." He concluded, moreover, by saying, "I 
hope to meet you in a coming day, cohere no in- 
habitani shall endure disease or pain, — and we 
shall part no more." 

That my brother should write to me in suok a 
strain, was matter of no small surprise; and whiclu 
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fit that time, afibrded me great consolation: never' 
theless J travelled on with weeping,chtefly through 
the day; and likewise, the day following; being 
' extremely afiected at many things which had tran- 
spired, from the commencement of this, our jour- 
ney: until at length we reached Buxton, the place 
of deatination. 1 soon took my leare of my com- 
panions^ conscious that I had fulfilled, for once, 
*the golden rule' of "c^i»g, a% I would that others 
ihouQ, do to me." The one, I could commend to 
God, in hope of a happy meeting, in a brighter 
world: the other, with sincere Asire for his amend- 
ment, to the use of more skillful endeavorsf for 
winning sojIs to Christ, and the upbuilding of 
those precious lambs, He had ^^purchasedioiih U%» 
hlooiV 

I visited, and held meetings in the preaching 
houses, &c. of Windham, Gray, Gorhaqn and ?ort- 
land. In the place last mentioned, I turned aside 
to pass the night with Elder S. R. who had, in 
former years, preached the Gospel, at the house 
of my father; but O! said L "JGToif is the gold he- 
come dimP^ As I proceeded homeward, I held 
meetings likewise in Wells, York and Portsmouth. 
In P. I chanced also, to meet Mr. — -• J. B. a 
preacher, large in gsonceit, but little of stature, 
who gave his advice, unasked and unaccepted 
that ^^I should stay at home." He soon after be- 
came a Universalist, and attached himself to their 
community: which circumstance betrayed, how 
little he knew of that principle, which drew me 
from iny friends and home, to save poor souls from 
Hell, ' I am very confident, that had I not been 
divinely instructed, to resist the tempter, (througH 
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these false way-marks) with all vigilance, I should 
have despaired of success, in an^ good work; and 
drawn hack with immense loss, if not, to everlast- 
ing destruction and perdition. But thanks be to 
€rOD, there is a 'way,' a ^*taay of holiness ^ in which 
the way "faring men, thovgh fools , shall not err/" 

In the month of Dec. i reached again my fath- 
er's house; and although I had gone "forth with 
weeping," I returned "with joy:" yea, my soul 
exulted; above all, that I was so far, an over- 
comer; as to be able to raise my afiections from 
sublunary enjoyments, and to fix them on joys 
which never die! While on my way homeward, 
a portion of scripture fastened upon my mind, 
attended with tho impression, that, in vindication 
of my own cause. I should make it a ground of 
address, to the people of my own town. The im- 
pression remained; but I shrunk at the cross, for 
some days; even, till I was hedged in upon every 
hand, and saw no chance for my life, but to yield. 
I accordingly . appointed, for a meeting, at the 
house of worship, near my father's: and realized 
now the necessity, if ever, of holding fast that 
faithful word, " Thou shall thresh the mountains y 
and beat them smally and shall make the hills as 
chaff. ^^ The assembly was lai^e, and I Was will- 
ing to have a place, upon a level with the rest; 
but lest 1 might seem to any, like a coward, I took 
the highest seat. (The words, to which I had 
reference in the above may be found, Esther viii. 
6. "^or how can I endure to see the evils that shall 
come unto my people! or how can I endure to see the 
destruction of my kindredV^) I was assisted, in 
speaking, for more than one hour; and some of 
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the mountaiDS, I think, were brought low. One, 
x>r more, who had been loth to beheve, confessed, 
''Loan, thou hast called thine hand-maid^ to preach 
the Gospel: and what Thou hast appotntea^ may 
none everpr sumetofdrbtd.^^ 

1 823 . At the beginning of this new year^ I spent 
some time at Kitter> Point, where i had many sore 
conllicts: but, a blessed year was this to me) and 
-for which I shall praise God forever more. I visited 
Siratham, North-Hampton and Rye; and spoke ia 
the preaching hour of "'Christians;" and then con- 
tinued on to New-Castle, where a most glorious 
work uf the Lord, burst forth as a mighty flame. 
I went to EHot, and spoke in Friend's M. House; 
and then journeyed as far as Limerick and Par* 
sonsfield; and spoke in the houses of F.^iaptists, 

September 1st Having spent four months, prin- 
cipally in Newcastle, I removed to Portsmouth; 
beld meetings at the Christian preaching house, 
and there, praise Goo, many were also turned 
from lying vanities, to the obedience of faith and 
to the wisdom of the just! I held some meetings 
in Newington, at the M. house, the property of 
the towQ. I attended some general meetings, in 
Strafford and W'eare, (of F. Baptists,) and visited 
the New-Hampshire State Prison. In Portsmouth 
I spent twelve months, chiefly; and fondly hoped 
that in those towns, situated upon the river Pisca^ 
tayua, so flourishing with divine eflusions, to spend 
my few remaining days: but i began to feel again, 
increasing anguish, for the world of mankind, at 
large: and to view at length my commission re- 
newed, to publish glad tidings, to all the sons of 
mea. I hence saw, all excvt^s unavailing, 
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^hat I must take my life in my hand, and launch 
out, once more, upon the boisterous ocean of a 
degenerate world. 

So I took my leave of all tender friends, of 
those regions, and held meetings in Hampton, 
Hampton-Falls, Seabrook, Kensington, Kingston, 
Newtown, Amsbury, Salisbury and Newburyport. 
In the latter place, I spent nearly four months; 
and labored principally at the Friend's M. house, 
Town-Hall,School-house,&c.&c., and even there, 
where party spirit had formerly taken a very high 
standi God graciously manifested the glory of 
his power, in bringing many sons and daughters, 
to the knowledge of His name. Against a flood 
of opposition, I was enabled to maintain the 
ground, until the Methodists entering,they , hence, 
led the van; and in a short space, had two com- 
modious preaching houses formed, where, the 
Lord grant, they may be equally as crafly, in 
spreading the Gospel-net, and gathering souls, for 
Heaven. 

1825. I spent principally in New-Rowley, S. 
Hampton, Newtown, Seabrook, Hawk, Kingston 
and Candia; and occupied the houses of worship 
belonging to the different communities. In the 
town of Hawk, I had the privilege of meeting 
three others of my fellow-laborers in the Gospel 
vinyard, viz. Sarah Thornton, Eliza Barns,* and 
Betsey Stuart. Those females, who have renoun- 
ced every earthly enjoyment, for the sake of pre- 
cious souls, I ever esteem the most noble part 

* EUza B. a Missionaiy to the Miui9, b«Wiiging t9 M«(lw« 
4k^, ths othew F. Bap^rtt. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3S VICISSITUDES ILLTTSTRATED, &C. 

of God's creation! Of them, truly, it may he 
said, *'Hhe world is not worthy.*'' (I likewise, fre- 
quently met with Harriet Livermore,t a person 
of distinguished genius, and also, a laborer in the 
*Gos|)el harvest-field.) 

March, 3d 1 826. In company with sister Thorn- 
ton, I journeyed to Pawtucket in Rhode-Island, 
where we improved in the M . houses of F. Bap- 
tists: from thence, we proceeded over a large 
portion of the State; and also a part of Connecti- 
cut, adjoining. At Hampton, (Con ) we parted 
for a space, and I continued onward to Manches- 
ter, Windham, (where f spoke to a crowd at a 
preaching house of Presbyterians,) and reached 
the city of Norwich: I there spoke at the Meth. 
chapel. Academy, &c., and found myself surroun- 
ded of a rabble — the most mischievous 1 had ever 
met. I wrote some sharp reproof to a number, and 
went on my way; with desire, that the Lord would 
have mercy upon their souls, and that they might 
be able to know "whom I was" when I came again. 
In the town of Sterling, I parted with sister 
Thornton, for all: as she considered it duty, to 
remain in those parts; while I wished to visit my 
father's, and friends, about home. On my way 
h< nieward, in the town of Scituate, I fell in again 
witli my dear sister Susan Humes. In our first 
"meeting together, the Lord was pleased to make 
bare His arm in mighty power; and at the hour of 
midnight, many souls were brought into the "g^« 
rious light and liberty of the sons o/*God." 

t These ^11 continue unto this present, travellem up oxki 
down the earth* 
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That \Te were again permitted to meet, on the 
shores of mortality, was to U9 both, matter of 
thankfulness. We could participate in each oth- 
er's jo/s, on recounting o'er the manj scenes of 
BuflTering and of toil, we had passed through, since 
our former interview, and unite in praise to God, 
that out of them all we had ever found metuis of 
escape. She gave me to understand pf herself, 
that soon after our parting, she travelled the dis- 
tance of more than three thousand miles, (over 
the State of New. York, into Canada, around the 
Lakes, &c.) and that she had been necessitated, 
oftentimes, for want of commodious houses to con- 
vene the people, to speak to them in the open air; 
that she had done much, at the peril of her life. 
She, at length, was brought down by sickness, 
and was obliged to have recourse to medical aid; 
and in the hands of a physician she lay, (if I mis- 
take not,) the space of six weeks: when she had 
so far recovered, as to reach her sister^s, in the 
town of Providence. And there, observed she, 
furthermore, I had remained, until this visit, when 
you have witnessed the only public labor per- 
formed by me, from the time of my first attack by 
sickness, in the State of New York, unto this pres- 
ent period 

We were workers together, consequently, for a 
number of weeks, when I sometimes took occasion 
to remonstrate with Susan, for prostrating all her 
powers, as it to me appeared, she did, unneces- 
sarily: (she being accustomed to go to the fields, 
and there by prayer, singing, &c. while no bene- 
fit could result to any one, quite exhaust the small 
remains of her strength.) to which, she made 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 VICISSITUDES ILLUSTRATED, &C. 

reply, '^I have willingly devoted my time an^ 
abilities, for the happiness of others; and now, 
this I am doing, merely, for the comfort of my- 
self^' Of a young man highly esteemed, as a 
preacher of the Gospel, residing near, (to whom 
she tras under an engagement of marriage,) she 
was wont to say, "His society, I fear, it will never 
be mine to enjoy; he appears, rapidly approach- 
ing his eternal home. In that she was not mis- 
taken; although she went before, "adorned and 
made ready,'' to fulfil their marriage contract^ 
before the throne of Goo.^ 

As I was about parting again with her, I wa^ 
led to enforce the words, ^^This year thou shall 
<Iie." I took the liberty to remark, that from my 
own peculiar exercise upon the subject, death 
was then nigh, to invade some one at least, who 
was present. Dear sister Susan proved the vic- 
tim. A few days after, she was seized of a throat 
complaint; and soon ceased to live, after the man- 
ner of mortals. Thus, at the early age of 23, 
•nded all the struggles, grief and tears of Susan 
Humes, for stout heaited sinners. She has gone! 
Her dust sleeps, (if I was not misinformed,) in 
the burying ground, of the town of Providence: 
and O, may alt that ever heard, the melting voice, 
•f the little orphan girl, remember, that she resign- 
ed her life, (and died at least with the spirit ot a 
martyr,) to save their souls from hell ! May those of 
younger years, strive to imitate her worthy ex- 
ample; and improve the short time allotted theoi 

^ The yonng, maa A. T. e—m sooa after, died of ctniaiQlN 
tton. 
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on earth, for the Lord Jesus Christ; and receive 
also with her <'a title in the Heavens" glorious 
and immortal! 

What a wonder was this little orphan child in 
the earth! raised up to turn hundreds, or thou- 
sands, from sin to God, (as I had no reason te 
doubt, she did,) and thereby to confound the wis- 
dom of the wise, ^Hhai no flesh shall glory in His 
presence. ^^ 

Dec. 1st. I again reached home, with heart-felt 
emotions of gratitude, that all had been preserved 
from the evils abounding in the earth: especially 
myself, so constantly assailed by the ^^fiery datis 
of the wicked one,^^ During the winter, I visited 
Newbury, Haverhill, Bradford and Portsmouth, 
until the month of April. 

1827. At which time, I had such peculiar ex-^ 
ercise of mind, as I was certain betokened some- 
what remarkable at hand; in the meanwhile, I 
was especially drawn homeward: so, without de- 
lay, I started on my way, and had not proceeded 
far, before I understood what it all implied. '<A 
great revival in Hampton!" was the first that 
saluted mine ear. O, mountains of gold, to me 
could scarce have equalled this! The things for 
which 1 had made supplication to God, for many 
years, I now believed I should see accomplished. 
I had been, as it were, an alien to my father's 
house, from the commencement of my travels 
abroad: and I had earnestly besought the Lord, 
for the conversion of my kindred, that, if not in 
this world, I might be numbered with them all 
again, even at His table on high; where neither 
division^ or disaffection^ could ever be feared more. . 
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None other than this, farad I asked for myself, ia 
the present life, to compensate the loss of earthly 
comforts; and as a reward of all the painful toils 
I must suffer for His name. 

And, "bless the Lord," my earnest expecta- 
tions, were not disappointed. On the second 
night, from my arrival, I had the happiness of 
seeing my "three younger sibters," bow together 
, at the footstool of divine grace. They came for- 
ward for prayers, in the presence of a large as- 
sembly, and as if from mutual agreement, they 
yielded up their hearts to God ; and within a few 
moments, they were all brought to rejoice, in hope 
of future glory. A few days subsequent to this, 
I saw likewise, my "younger brother," made a 
happy partaker of the pardoning love of Christ. 

I had now a hope, of all my father's house; 
even, that they had ^^once escaped the corrupt 
tions of the world, through the knowledge of Je» 
sus Christ." My elder sister, sat out on pil- 
grimage, at the early age of sixteen: and she 
pursued alone " the narrow way,'*'* till ten years 
had closed; when my eUer brother and my 
second sister, with myself, made choice also, 
^Ho suffer affliction with the people of God." Of 
my "second brother," some account has been al- 
ready given; farther than which, I could not say 
of him. However, I now felt, that they would bur- 
den my mind no more, but that I could resign 
them all, to kind Heaven's disposal; and fly, even 
to the utmost verge of creation, if duty so deman- 
ded; no earthly concern remained, to urge tnj 
presence heie. In this very remarkable revival, 
^which seemed to sweep through the towD; "a« a 
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uighty rushing wind,^^) one hundred or more, in 
the space of one week, had evidenced a work of 
grace, begun in their hearts. My neighbors and 
town's folk, having now a large portion, sat out 
for the kingdom; I cou^d with more cheerfulness 
leave them, than ever before; hoping, that He 
who had begun a good work would ^^can*y it om, 
un(b the day of redemption.'*^ 

In the month of August, I attended a general 
meeting in the town of Milton; from thence a 
second, (of the Christian connection,) in the town 
of Durham. At the latter place, 1 had the privi- 
lege of seeing, for the last time, our beloved sister 
Judith Mathers. This young woman had suffered 
much opposition in the work, "the Loup had ap- 
pointed her," from her nearest kindred; but she 
chose rather to forsake them, and her parents, 
house, than to disobey her Heavenly Father. 
She therefore f^r a number of years, had devoted 
herself to the work, o€ ^'exhorting sinners Jo repen- 
<anpe," from place to place. At this meeting, 
which I attended with her; she had a "message," 
the that she wished the privilege of leaving with 
preachers . After many sighs, groan^ and tears, too 
big, as it were, for utterance; she begged per- 
mission to go into their "cOiNFERENCE." This being 
granted, she left her "last, and dying testimony" 
with us all, (as it proved,) "/o be faithful to 
ike Lord Jesus; — and in the discharge (f our 
duly^ to precious souls^ S^c fyc. Not long from 
this, although at the time in perfect health, 
the solemn tidings reached me, that Judith 
Mathews, had ^^finished h€lr course*^ below. She 
died; while those of h^ accusers, were far 
c 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



58 Vicissitudes illustrated, ka* 

away ! Of her, either in life or io death, — they^ 
were not worthy. 

I visited Newmarket, and saw Jane Perry, from 
the "eastern country," who had travelled some 
years as a witness for Jesus. ( I would, that God's 
people "aj^l were such as Moses, Aaron and as 
Miriam were!) I went to Lampry River, and 
attended one meeting : from thence, I spent some 
days at Cittery Point, and Old York; saw some 
embrace the truth : and my work, I now imagined, 
was ended, in this part of the Lord's Vineyard. 
1 returnbd home, and spent two weeks with my 
relations; and was sensible^ that the "field of my 
labors" was now about to be extended,far and wide^ 
as it were, over "the whole creation. 



VOYAGE TO BRITISH AMERICA. 

Oct. 28th, 1827. Having viewed it, for a con- 
siderable space, the order of Divine Providence, 
that I should visit the eastern part of the State of 
Maine; I therefore, with that intent, bade my pa- 
rents and friends in Hampton adieu,- and came to 
Portsmouth; but with some expectation, however, 
of a return the Spring ensuing. 

Nov. 13. I left the harbor of Portsmouth in the 
schooner Dove, [J. Frisbee master,] and after 
seven days sail, reached Gastport. Being alto- 
gether unaccustomed to this mode of travelling; 
and no female friend, or acquaintance of. any dis- 
eription, to attend me; I was apprehensive . at 
first, of many inconvent^ncies by water-siekne^s^ 
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he. ; but confiding in the Great Controller of all 
events, my mind, at length, was ^^kept in perfect 
peace " 

At Eastport, I continued three weeks; and held 
meetings at the Steeple-house, of the Christian 
Society, with good success.. There, I may add, 
moreover, my joy was full; on beholding the 
beams of Heavenly day, arising, upon those "is- 
lands of the northern sea." 

From Eastport 1 was providentially led to Lubcc, 
into a scattered society of Congregationatists. 
With them, i labored incessantly for the space of 
ten weeks; and saw myself, in the end, '*fromthe 
joy of many," abundantly crowned. At my de- 
parture, howbeit, some expressed their thankful- 
ness, by firing a salute of cannon, in the rear! 
but from the herd, we expect that, ^Hhey mil turn 
again and rend'*'' us. Says the Great Master, ^*me 
the icorld cannot receive^ because I Mstify against itf 
that the words thereof are evil.^* 

March 1st, 1828. I returned to Eastport; from 
thence, I visited and held meetings, at Deer Is* 
land; for the first time on British ground. Next, 
I crossed over to Campobello (British;) and was 
made glad to see 'Hhe isles, that had sat solita- 
ry," break forth together, into singing! 

I continued my travels by water, and ascended 
the fllir S^oodic, to the places known by the 
name of Sti, Andrews, Warwick, St. Stephens and 
Schoodic In these, severally, I spoke to thou*- 
sands at^ the peril of my life: especially St. An- 
drews, a place so noted for impiety. As I was 
there addressing a congregation, an officer of the 
British Navy was sent to tak« mo off, by open. 
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violence. He waited, in the attitude of seizing 
his prey, for the space of 40 minutes; but, (before 
my conclusion,) his hardiness failed him, and he 
returned to his own company! Thijcircumsta'w:© 
reminded me, of the enquiry, concerning the bless- 
ed Jesus, ^^ Why have ye not brought him'i'^ On 
another occasion, it was imagined that *a mob' had 
surrounded the house; when the congregation, 
left their seats, to defend themselves; but they all 
dispersed^and went their ou^n ways. 

From St. Andrews, I passed again the bounda- 
ry line, into Robinston, (Maine;) and addressed 
a solemn auditory, in a steeple house of Ccngre- 
gationalists: from thehce, I proceeded on the 
same route again, to Kastport. 

May "ill, I began to think of bending my course 
to the city of St tfohn's; situated upon the river 
St. John's, sixty miles northward To this place 
many of my ij^nds, in an especial manner, be- 
sought 'me noTO) go, as they said, *'They will 
kill you there." But I felt devoid of fear, either 
of men, death or devils, while confident, that *'a 
stronger' than they," had bid me, **go." I con- 
sequently sat sail again; and landed at Beaver 
Harbor,for a space, thirty miles onward. 1 there, 
held three meetings, in what is caHcd, '^a Church 
of England." Much of the Divine power, was there 
manifested; stubborn hearts were meU«Aj and 
many entreated my stay : but still the wotjrto me, 
was, *go.' 

" The Lord's ^vays are not as our ways; nor His 
thmights as our thoughisy It pleased 11 im, very 
signally to bless me at St John's; and I trust, to 
make me a blessing, to not a few. My labors 
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were principally, among a people, designated hy 
the title of Church Methodists. The use of their 
commodious preaching house, they very cheerful- 
ly, granted me, at my pleasure: and there, 'Upraise 
the Lord," a glorious work commenced; which 
issued, in the salvation of hundreds! The British 
Commissary and wife, I had the joy of beholding, 
more than once, with the penitents at the altar. 
Here I had also, some very narrow escapes, with 
my life — for instance: Such a crowd, at onetime, 
had collected, in the shell of a dwelling house, as 
to cause the foundation of the building to give 
way, and i chanced to be the first, of a great 
number, precipitated into th^cellar: but, through 
mercy, without any essential injury, to any indi- 
vidual. Again, a circumstance of the kind had 
nearly occurred, which must have cost hundreds 
their lives, had not "an Arm, unseen," interposed 
to save. In our congregations, we were likewise, 
frequently, saluted of guns, drums, stones, pow- 
der, fire, threats, &c. &c.; but' no man was allow- 
ed, after all, "to set upon us," or to do us any 
harm. 

In the course of the Summer, I visited Carlton, 
and spoke in the Baptist preaching house, to some 
of the hardest of the hard. There, I met with a 
*^female preacher," for the first time, who was a 
rigid Oalvinist. I likewise ascended the river St. 
John's at different times, 20 miles farther north- 
Mrard; and held meetings with Church Methodists. 
Many of them I found, ^^rejoicing in hope, of the 
glory o/'GoD." 

It began to be about the middle of September j 

rd I "desired to see other cities also;" therefore 
c2 
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I prepared to give to friends of this region, the 
parting hand. I looked for no more, than to go 
as I came, with Heaven's Guardian Angel, only, 
us a "companion" and "a shield:" but it pleased 
the Lord again, to exceed all my expectations; 
and to grant me the favor, I had for many years 
requested, viz: "of my own sex," a fellow-helper 
in the truth, and in the Vineyard of the Gospel. 

A young woman, by the name of Elizabetli 
Venner, had been impressed to accompany me 
abroad, for the space of some weeks; and when 
she saw, at length, that I would go; she was con- 
strained in the language of "one of old" to say, 
" Whither thou goest 1 icili go; and ichUher thou 
iodgest I xcill lodge; thy people^ shall he my people^ 
and thy Godwi^ God." She was neither of my own 
"country," or of my "nation;" but was a native of 
the town of Devonport, in Old England: and with 
her parents, had emigrated to America, in the 
days of her childhood. Soon after her arrival to 
America, she embraced religion; and attached 
herself to the Methodist Society, in the city of 
New-York: and now, at the early age of nineteen, 
she is ready to renounce kindred and friends; be 
mortified to every carnal enjoyment; and devote 
herself, without reserve, to the service of her 
Master. 

Being convinced, of the uprightness of her in- 
tention; and of her ardent zeal, for the good of 
souls; I could, therefore, rejoice at the sacrifice 
she was about to make; although in consequence, 
I realized, a double charge devolving upon my- 
self; and that I had need, more especially, to live 
in the constant exercise, of a lively faith in God, 
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lest together, we might be betrayed into some 
snare; ^^ or the condemnation of the deviiy 

Sept. 14. We accordingly, embarked for East- 
port: at which place in 24 hours, we were safely 
landed I held some meetings in a Roman Cath- 
olic chapel; and went to Lubec. I held two 
meetings with them at L. and on leaving them, 
I was '^honored/' a second time, by a **8alute 
of fire arms," &c., which I accounted, my ^^great- 
est joy." 

On my return,to these[parts, I had entertained an 
idea, that duty would call me homeward; but be- 
ing held within doors,a number of days,by illness, 
1 was led more strictly to enquire for "the good 
and the right way." Previous to this, it had of- 
ten been suggested to my mind, that I should 
"one day," see the Eastern World. 1 now cast 
a glance that way; **//ie power of the Highest ^^^ 
seemed at once, to "overshadow" me; and the 
^^ Star of Bethlehem j"^"^ which first arose in the East, 
still to be shining, with glorious splendor, there! 
I turned mine eyes again, and cast a look behind: 
the silken *'cords of love" drew me on; 'faith' sur- 
mounted every obstacle: and replied, "Lord, I'll 
go, and brave the dangers of the mighty deep!" 

On acquainting sister Elizabeth with this my 
view of things, she was perfectly satisfied, to bear 
me company to her native land, in case the Lord 
should clear our pdth before. We according- 
ly thought good, to go to Nova-Scotia, and there 
await farther, the openings of Providence. But 
being obliged to wait for conveyance, we visited 
the surrounding isles; and lastly, to kind friends 
and brethren, I thought it mine to say, ''Iknem 
c3 
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that ye all, araong whom I havt gone preaching the 
kingdom of Gov j shall see my face no wiore.'' 

Oct. nth. We found a vessel bound for Grand 
Passage IsIe^f^^5 miles across the Bay ofFundy; 
on board of which we were favored with lodgings 
"for anight," and gained the destined port. The 
people we here nnet were Baptists, of '4he strait- 
est sect." With them, we made a stay of two 
days, held four meetings, at their house of wor- 
ship, and upon the third day, at the rising of the 
sun, we were under sail, for Argyle of Nova Scotia. 

Before the* close of the day, we came 60 miles 
to Argyle; and were very cordially received, of a 
people, attached to the community (in the United 
States) called "Christians." At their preaching 
house, we enjoyed some favored seasons; left 
many youth, of tender minds, with deep i egret; 
and reached a village, called Tusket. 1 spoke 
once at a Baptist M. house, and the day following 
came to Yarmouth. 

The town of Yarmouth, had been richly watered 
with "the dew of Heaven." Of a population con- 
sisting of 7000, one seventh part, (i. e. 1000,) had 
professed converting grace. The principal, of 
that number, were in sentiment, (what we call,) 
Arminian Baptists: among whom were many, I 
rejoice to say, both male and female, who were 
bold advocates of the truth. To the preaching 
houses belonging to different communities, 1 had 
access; and enjoyed, in each of them, much of the 
Divine presence. 

Nov. 18. From Yarmouth, we came under sail 
again, 50 miles to Barrington. In this place, were 



d by Google 



VICISSITUDES ILLUSTRATED, &C. 45 

likewise many belonging to the sect aforemen- 
tioned, called ''Christians," and who were truly 
devoted to the cause of the blessed Ucdeemcr. I 
spoke in the M. Houses of Presbyterians, Chris- 
tians, 8lc., and among the people here, with those 
also of Yarmouth, glided some of my most joyful 
hours. But a parting was needful, as I consider- 
ed it duty to be in Halifax before winter; there- 
fore we bade kind friends again farewell, and em- 
barked upon the wide ocean, with the voyage be- 
fore us of 120 miles. ^ 

We had not been long out,before we had rough 
winds and seas to encounter, for some days; and 
we, at length, were driven in at Granbzo harbor; 
15 miles from Halifax. I attended one meeting 
there, and the day following, we completed our 
voyage. 

Dec. 1st. We entered Halifax with no small 
degree of joy: although I quickly saw an enemy, 
more dangerous far to encounter, than that we 
had just escaped, a "raging sea;" **6m/ thanks be 
to God tvbo giveth its the virjorij,^^ we bad soon the 
pleasure also of seeing, both sons and daughters, 
come from afar, and hail the followers of the Lamb! 
Yea,the "British soldier" in.uniform array, and the 
"Prussian sailor" with tarpauling jacket, we saw 
together, surrender to Christ. 

After a stay of six weeks in the place, we chanc- 
ed to have an invitation to Europe, (gratis) of the 
master of a fine ship, that was a native of Scot- 
land. He being a man of piety; the mate likewise 
of the same ship; we hence, were induced to think, 
that the hand of Providence was in the event; and 
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dared not, but consent to go:* although, at that 
inclement season of the year, I had little expect- 
ed to engage in such an undertaking. The ne- 
cessary preparations, however, being made; and 
the ship about ready for sail: when, the question 
was agitated with the owner, ''Whether so much 
religious exeicise, as there might be on board, 
wbuld not occasion a neglect of the duty of the 
ship." He finally decided, "that to debar us from 
the privilege of a place among them, and have 
every man 4o his work, would be the safest way." 
How very limited are the views, of unregenerate 
men!!! 

Consequently, having met with this small dis- 
appointment; we continued our labors still, in 
Halifax and Dartmouth, for a number of months; 
but with the idea, notwithstanding, that by some 
means or other, we soon should cross the Atlantic. 

Considerable persecution arose at this time, and 
occasioned my sending to Portsmouth, for a ''Note 
of commendation". Which Note,being seasonably 
afforded, read as here follows: — 

"This may certify to all whom it may concern, 
that Nancy Towle, the bearer of this, is a person 
sustaining a good, reputable,moral character, and 
is highly esteemed of a numerous acquaintance,\ 
as a friend and a Christian. The subscriber, from 
a long acquaintance with her, being a witness of < 
her "labors of love," for the good of souls, and 
hei exertions in theVineyard of our common Lord, 
in this, as well as other places; would recommend 
her, to all the faithful in Christ Jesus, as a use- 
ful member of the church of Christ, and a labor- 
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«r in the VineyaKTof the Lord. And would say, 
"Receive her in the Lord'^ and bid her *^(»od 
apeed!" 

Robert Foster, 
Editor of the Chtnslian JBerald. 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
North America, Jan. 21st, 1829." 

, A second, in Halifax, I also received; whicFi 
T«ad thus: — 

"This is to certify, that Miss Anna Towle, has 
been here, nearly four months, during which time, 
she has preached the Gospel with success, and 
profit to many: and we believe, that her views 
are confined to the promotion of human happiness, 
by diffusing a knowledge of the Christian religion. 

Thos. Brady, Baptist Minister. 

Wm. Tozez, 

Thos. M'Murret. 
Ilalifas, Nova Scotia, 
March 28, 1829." 

March 29th. We bade our kind friends and 
brethren of Halifax an affectionate farewell, and 
came in a Dutch vessel, 40 miles to Lunenbury. 
I had there the privilege of speaking at the Bap- 
tist M . house, and elsewhere, to some Arminian 
Baptists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, &.c. Among 
the Baptists, 1 was highly gratified in hearing, 
both male and female engaged in prayer and ex- 
hortation; although, fit being a Datch settlement,) 
their dialect was foreign: but the joyful sound of 
the Gospel is the same, let it be conveyed to us. 
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through whatever instrument k may. In thetr 
earnest ejaculations, the words, often repeated^ 
"Leber Fader," (i. e. Loving Father,) were all 
that I could leara. 

From this place, we travelled 20 miles by land; 
and held meetings in a number of Methodist chap- 
els; then reach^ Liverpool. Here I heard of a 
ship, bound for Liverpool of England; the master 
represented a good man, &g.: in thisship^I was* 
persuaded, f should cross the Atlantic: I therefore 
determined, to continue in prayer and fasting, 
before the Lord, that if possible^ I might know 
*'His will," respecting this very '^important under- 
taking." 

I held meetings in a steeple house of Congre- 
gationalists, by night and by day, for the space of 
four weeks: except that their preacher occupied 
the pulpit, on Sabbath morning. (Respecting 
him, I had the pleasure of learning, that he was 
a brother-in-law, of the indefatigable servant of 
God, Henry Allen, whose dust now sleeps, near 
my "native home.) Here we had the joy, also, of 
seeing much of the divine glory dispij^ed, in the 
salvation of precious souls. 

We visited likewise, Port Mutton and Port 
Midway: where the Lord was pleased to mani- 
fest His greatness, and His glory, in bringing 
many sons and daughters, to the knowledge of 
Himself. To one of those places I was favored 
of J. Newton, Esq. with the following note: — 

Dear Brother: — The bearer of this is an elect 
lady, whom we love in the Lord! not only I, but 
all those who love the truth in Liverpool!! 1 be- 
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lieve she is on a ^^mission for the Lord;" and as 
she is about to visit Port Mutton, we wish you to 
open the chapel to her; and trust the Lord will 
bless her labors of love among }ouI Any kind 
attention that you can shew her, and the amiable 
young woman, that accompanies her; I shall con- 
sider as done to myself. 

Believe me, dear Brother, 

Youis intfe Lord, 

Joshua Newton. ^ 
Neal Campbell, 
Port Mutton. 

From the time, I received an intimation of duty, 
to visit Europe; I felt my mind incieasm^ly 
drawn that way; and my *'faith,"I found, eidorn (o 
stagger at the greatness of the undertnkibg True, 
I had but a faint idea, of ever seeinj^ again my 
kindred or my native land: and knew not but that 
I might find a watery grave; or even, suffer a 
violent death. But none of these things, how- 
ever, moved me; neither counted "i my life 
dear to myself. ^^ I felt that it was well with me, 
come life or come death; and that, it would be 
well with my father's house, forevermore. I 
could, therefore, cheerfully leave them with the 
Lord, and resign the idea of ever seeing them 
again, in the land of the living- I strove to settle 
all my afiaiis in America, as for eternity, and 
wrote to my relations and friends a last farewell! 
shewing them, that it was a matter of uncertainty, 
whether they ever saw my face again, below. 

My dear Elizabeth proved still, no less courage- 
ous, or willing than myself, to endure the hard- 
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ships and perils of the contemplated voyage. 1 
found her remarkably resigned, for such a youth, 
to forsake her parents and kindred, and to sustain 
the privations of a missionary life. Amidst diffi- 
culty and sufferings, she was patient, and perse- 
vering. Amidst enemies, and opposition, she 
was bold and unyielding. Towards inyself, in 
sickness and distress, she was ever a tender and 
sympathizing friend. For the salvation of souls; 
and in public testimony, oftentimes, she was zeal- 
ous and animating in a very high degree. Our at- 
tachment towards each other, increased daily: 
and the most 1 had to fear, was that, of setting 
her up as an idol in my affections; and that in 
consequence, I should be obliged to part with her. 
(Our kind friends of these regions,were pleased 
to defray the expense of our voyage; which was 
more than $\W, inclusive of what was intended 
for our profit, on reaching the Eastern World.) 



VOYAGK TO EUROPE. 

June 22d, 1829. We embarked in the British 
ship Nautilus, (Wm. Jacobs, master,) for Liver- 
pool in Great Britam. 

That morning was clear and unclouded. The 
sun had only risen, and smiling, as it were, to 
spread his cheering beams, over the Eastern 
World, and billows of the deep. Our ship was 
proudly waiting — her sails widely spread^ and En- 
glinh colors flymg, seeming, to bid defiartce to the 
Itirious Atlantic. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VICISSITUDES iLLTtSTRATED, &.C. 51 

Joshua Newton, and other dear friends, honor* 
cd us with their company, to the ship, where we 
bade them an affectionate, and as we expected a 
final adieu — then, soon being under way, all be- 
hind, but the ^^azure sea and sky," was rapidly de- 
clining. As I cast the last glance, at the ''lofty 
summit" of hills and mountains of America, — I 
could breath, with solemn joy, — 

** Fare well, again I say, farewell) 
My friends — my native land.** 

Our ship's small crew, consisted of English^ 
Irish, Scotch, Dutch, &c., we two females, the 
only passengers, and myself, the only American.^ 
The many dangers we had come forth to brave, 
began soon, in some degree, to appear: but not- 
withstanding) '*all within," was hushed to peace* 

Favored with a pleasant gale, in 20 days, \vc 
found ourselves sailing up the **St. George's 
Channel;" and with much joy, we espied, the 
high-lands of Ireland. Three days afler, we were 
entering the beautiful harbor of Liverpool : and 
O, the scene, which then presented to view, was 
truly, grand and awful beyond description! We 
were immediately surrounded,of ships, steamboats, 
floating-lights, floating-chapels, coasting vessels, 
and crafts of various kinds: while to our still 
greater astonishment, an immense range of ship- 
pbg, caught the eye, from the diflerent docks, 
before, that resembled, some huge forest, stripped 
of its verdure, by the wintry blast; or, that had 
withstood the ravages, of some desolating fire! 

^ Native of t[h« United Sts^Ci. 
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But, upon reflection, that this, was the second 
commercial port of the Kingdom; and that the 
whole world, was supplied with goods from this 
country; and the produce of the globe, returned 
hither; more especially, 6t this season of the year; 
I was hence, able in a measure, to account for 
this "remarkable display." 

In Liverpoul, we were very cordially received 
of Cliristians, attached to diAerent communities. 
To those called Primitive Methodists (vulgarly, 
Haulers, ) we were first introduced, by our good 
friend, Captain Jacobs; and among them, we first 
held a number of meetings; where all seemed as 
familiar, at once, as my native home. From their 
preacher, was presented me a Note, to the mana* 
gers of the Bethel Floating-Chapel, as follows: 

"This is to certify, that sister Ann Towle, was 
recommended to us by Captain Jacobs, belonging 
to an* American ship; as a preacher, and a person 
of piety, and usefulness. She has spoken twice 
for us, in our chapel Rlaguire-st., with satisfaction 
and profit to the people; and appears to be a per- 
son possessed of genuine religion, and worthy your 
notice and respect. 

Yours respectfully, 

Thos. Batty, Minister, 
Maguire-st. Chapel. 
To the 3Ianagers of the Bethel Floating Chapel. 
Liverpool, July 23d;. 1829." 

Consequently, 'Hhe wished-for privilege," was 

* British America. 
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afforded me, of speaking for the first time, in (what 
is called,) a Floating Chapel. A novelty, quite, 
in America, would be a preaching house, that 
might be removed, during service, as weil as, the 
people it contained. This meeting, being par- 
particularlj designed for seamen; and they, noti- 
fied from the press, that an American Female 
would address them, hence, came together, a num- 
ber of thousands; of almost every nation, lundred, 
tongue, and people. All heard, with the most 
profound attention; and many, I make no doubt, 
will remember the season with joy, in the eternal 
woild of bliss! O may the happy privilege like- 
wise be granted me, of meeting them all, once 
again; even, ^^atihe right hand of the Majesty on 
HighP^ — and many of them, be *'my joy, and my 
crown of rejoicing,'* in the day, of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, 

This chapel was once, a ^^man-of-war" ship; 
made commodious to seat, a vast number of peo- 
ple : and is under the special management of Pres- 
. byterian Dissenters. To myself, was this, a very 
pleasing reflectfon, "that the ship, once engaged 
fot thp destruction of mankind: and where the 
awful mandate resounded, to destroy; is now em- 
ployed for the salvation of all natioi>s, kindred, 
tongues and people; and that there, the sweet li- 
dipgs now roll, of salvation 'Ho the utmost," of 
those who believe. May the happy day, likewise, 
soon come, '^when they slmll beat their swords into 
plough shareSy and their spears into pruning hooks \ 
token nation J shall ^wt lift up sword against nation, 
neither learn tear any more.^^ 

I was also invited of some Methodist preachers, 

D 
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to speak under a tent; which I did to hundreds, 
with great delight. This tent, was usually reared, 
in different parts of the city ; that all such, as 
were disposed to pass by a place of worship, might 
by this means, ^^be taken," upon their own ground. 

I also spoke at the '^Bethel Room," more than 
once; where is a 'union meeting,' held purposely, 
€oT the benefit of seamen ; and where the ''Bethel 
Flag" is usually hoisted, at the hour of service, 
for their assembling. 

Besides these, Wesley an Methodists, (as they 
are called,) Baptists, Swedenborgians, &c., grant- 
ed me the use, of a number of their houses of wor-^ 
ship; and in sentiment, they discovered much 
liberality. But what is strange to say, access was 
afforded me, to the chapes of almost every distinct 
community, except that of "Friends" — they, were 
disposed on every application, to deny. Do they 
answer to their title? No! by their fruits, (not 
their names,) are we to know them! These, as 
a fraternity, appeared to me, throughout the coun- 
try, in a state similar to what wqre, the blinded, 
pbarisaicalJews. "The Lord pity, those poor, 
superstitious Quakers." ' 

Much of the "power of the Highest," we saw 
displayed in Liverpool; and many souls were daily 
added to the Lord; but an awful storm, I viewed 
impending over this land: agreeably, to what had 
been, once published in these streets, by Lorenzo 
Dow, from America: — "Oh, England! Oh, Eng- 
land! a black cloud hangs over thee!" Yea, this 
painful fact, is already realized in this place, of 
not a few : In those same streets, parents are now 
venting^ with the keenest anguish; the dread tale 
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of their woes ! while their little ooes, around them, 
are pining away, and dying with hunger! Multi- 
tudes, even of this description, from amons the 
manufacturers, of the neighboring town of Man- 
chester, have come up hither, to bee a bit of 
bread! At the sight, what heart would not melt? 
With cause, sufficient, I sought a place to weep. 
Having spent three weeks, in this city; I saw 
at length my appointed way, to Dublin city in Ire- 
land. With those, who had been our fellow-tra- 
vellers, across the mighty deep; and kind friends 
and brethren here, made peculiarly dear to us, we 
now must, forever part. Many of those, to whom 
1 had tried to recommend a ^crucified Redeemer,' 
(especially the poor mariners, from different quar- 
ter of the Globe,) lay very near my heart; and 
although, I could now expect to meet them on 
earth, no more, I rejoiced that it was my privilege, 
to bear their case, at the throne of grace, that we 
might meet, yet once again; even in the ^^ Haven 
of eternal resty"* where parting can never come. 
The last opportunity I had of addressing them, 
was, at what is called '^Jordan-street School 
house " It was very large, and crowded to excess : 
when, on closing my remarks I humbly proposed, 
that all, who would strive to live as christians, and 
meet me in the regions of bliss, would signify the 
same, by rising up. Nearly the whole congrega-r 
tion, instantly arose, which consisted, it was judg- 
ed, of more than one thousand: and Oh, how was 
I moved for those sea-faring men, so much expos- 
ed to the snares of the adversary, and the perils 
of the mighty deep; many of whom, I had reason 
to think, would be in eternity, befofe they had op- 
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portunlty of meeting with christian people, again! 
Said one, from among the crowd, '4 am Madam, 
a countryman, of your own. I wds bom in the 
town of Salem, state of Massachusetts; but, I am 
a great sinner, and I humbly ask, an interest in 
your prayers:" and said a second, "I am a native 
of the town of Portsmouth, in the state of New 
Hampshire; and in that place, I have heard you 
preach; many times — but, I never had a knowl- 
edge of the religion, you profess; though I am in 
hopes, that I may, before a longer time." A good- 
ly number, bowed upon their knees, and in the 
language of the 'penitent tax-gatherers,' cried, 
*^GuD be merciful to me a sinner P^ — O, as they 
ride, over the mighty deep, may their dear souls 
out-brave every storm; and they cast anchor, at 
last, where no stormy winds, shall ever assail them 
more! 

Aug. 7th. We embarked in the steam-packet 
for Kingston, of Ireland. On leaving the harbor 
of Liverpool, we passed the ship that conveyed 
us over the ocean; when the crew, espying us at 
a distance, each, with their hats, waved after us, 
a solemn, and a long adieu ! which was the last, 
and only token of their friendship, they ever more 
could give. Every face to us then, at length was 
strange, and every friend was far away ! 

After sixteen hours lun, across the channel, we 
were safe landed at Kingston. This place, we 
soon understood to be, what it wad termed, ^'A 
•Hell upon earth:" — we therefore wished not to 
come further into their secret, or in their assem- 
blies to be united: so we left them speedily, and 
came, six miles, to Dublin. 
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Having taken lodgings at a Roman Catholie 
bote] J we went in search of some people of piety ^ 
and chanced to fall in, upon a congregation of 
Methodists. As the cro^d began to disperse, we 
took th«p liberty to introduce ourselves to a certain 
by-stander as ^'Americans," and as strangers in 
the place, &c. The good woman gazed upon u» 
with much earnestness, and returned, **VVell,'^ 
**but you have got among wolves!" She, more- 
over, asked very tenderly concerning our states 
and came to us the day following, to urge the pro- 
priety of our finding, foe a lodging-place, a more 
safe retreat, and took us to the house of a pious 
widow lady, where we after, felt secure. How 
amiable are the lovers of Jesus! To her praise, 
I would add — she shewed herself a wise coun- 
sellor and a friend indeed, during our stay tn the 
city. May the name of Sarah Templetorh, *'be had 
in everlasting remembrance!" On looking a- 
round farther upon the different religious commu- 
nities of this land; such as Roman Catholicsr, 
Episcopalians, Friends, Bible Christians, &c. 
I saw them, as it were together, environed of po- 
pish errors; and multitudes, eaveloped in the 
grossest darkness, ignorance and superstition! 
Howbeit, of this "perverse and crooked genera- 
tion" — or (as I foresaw,) ill-fated nation — there 
was an holy, happy few, who had chosen the 
'more excellent way,' and were found walking wor- 
thy of God, and of His Glory. Many of these 
had secluded themselves irom the sectarians of 
the day; had disclaimed all party names, that they 
might be more fully ^'crucified to the world;" 
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baptized into the Lord Jesus, and ultimately, be 
preserved from the ''evils to come." 

Although some Methodist preachers of Liver- 
pool had kindly lorwarded notes of commendation 
before us, to preachers of this city, (Gideon Ous^ 
ley and others) — they made many enquiries, and 
summed up, ''some of Dow's followers," so of 
course their preaching houses were shut I took 
the liberty for once, however, of speaking at a 
meeting of ^'Friends:" but feeling that there was 
much opposition among them, I accoidingly fure- 
bore: as they dispersed, I watched to know the 
end of their good-breeding, &c. — and behold, hun- 
dreds passed me by 'stiff-necked,' wiih the excep- 
tion of one, who asked my name, which she heard, 
and lik wise passed on. Butct-second (of the num- 
ber above named) who belonged to no commntnity, 
came, in a christian-like manner, and took us to 
faer home — and with those \%ho worshipped, in 
their own private dwellings, we afterwards en- 
joyed some sweet "refreshings from the presence 
of the Lord." 

This country seemed greatly convulsed; nmny 
a bosom was agitated with grief and fear of a 
general insurrection. To the hellish rage of the 
mighty bost of Papists, some, in different parts of 
the country^ fell victims daily. Their threateu- 
ings, evidently, struck terror to all around, except 
those who had made the "God of Israel their re- 
Aige. I heard " The sound of the trumpet , and 
the alarm of war I I heard, as it were, the cry of 
^'FFoe to this blooiy cityP^ The harvest of the 
earth, appeared ripe, for the sickle of Divine ven- 
geance! yea, that the wrath of the Almightf 
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was about to visit them^ in some general and 
awful manner, I entertained no doubt — and I 
viewed it very nigh them, even at the door! 

Notwithstanding our lives were here in jeopar- 
dy every hour, our souls were undiflmayed; and 
although hundreds around us were begging bread 
of our kind Heavenly Father, our wants were 
well supplied. At length, being conscious, that 
in the will of Goo, we came to Ireland; and 
knowing that to proceed farther would be at the 
peril of our lives; we hence concluded that all 
'^Heaven^s design" in bringing us hither,might be 
fully answered, and that we might, therefore, in 
quietness return from whence we had come out. 

Aug. 17. The society of God's dear children 
here, had been most sweet; and the kindness of 
some very great; the idea of leaving them, as 
tender lambs, scattered among devouring woKes, 
was again truly painful: but the hope of meeting 
them all in a better country^ that is an Heavenly, 
was joyful beyond expression. We therefore 
embarked in the steam-packet Thames, with the 
voyage before us, of 500 miles, to Plymouth in 
England. We had net been long on board before 
' we found ourselves in what might be very proper- 
ly termed "A floating Hell!" — The merciless, ac- 
cursed crew, of the "dark regions of woe," I 
conceived, not unlike, what were now, our only 
companions: Howbeit, after two nights and a 
day, we came with stormy, beating winds, safe 
into port, though not before one or more attempt 
had evidently been made to commit me to the 
waves. But an Arm mightier than theirs was ur 
derneath my head. 
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From Plymouth, in a few hours we reached 
Devonport, which was the place of sister Elizct^ 
beth^s nativity. Of her kindred and friends i^e 
were yery joyfully received, and treated by them 
with much tender care during our stay. 

In Devon, and likewise Plymouth, we held 
meetings in chapels of Wesleyan and Primitive 
Methodists: and also at the Bethel Room, among 
seamen: but these houses, being too strait to 
convene the people, I therefore spoke chiefly by 
the sea-side, m the open air. We found many in 
our assemblies of tender minds, and who were 
apparently sincere enquirers after truth; but an 
host of superficial christians about them, were a 
great impediment to the work of grace. 

Because I wished to understand the condition 
even of the most wretched of my fellow-beings, 
thA I might know the better to sympathise with 
them; and likewise how to prize my own peculiar 
benefits as I ought, I hence sought to penetrate 
prisons and prison-ships, alms-houses, dock-yards, 
castlesj &c. &c. It happened that of our wor- 
shipping assemblies, an officer of the British 
Navy often made one, who had just received 
orders to a Mediterranean station: he kindly 
urged that we should visit his ship — the St. Yin- 
cent, man-of-war, 150 guns. — That we thought a 
privilege to do; and there, I confess, the various 
instruments of death exhibited to view, wrought 
within the most awful sensations! We also con- 
sidered it a privilege to visit the dock-yard of 
Devon: ai\d there we saw hundreds of unhappy 
men laden with irons, who were never again to 
breathe the' air of freedom! My God, cried I, 
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what inventions are here! and at what amazing 
cost, for the destruetion of mankind! To what 
cares and woes are thousands born! — a sad in- 
heritance. In viewing that Yard, howbeit, with 
much that was contained therein, I was highly 
gratified: even the Yard itself, which consisted of 
seventy-two acres, hewn to a great depth out of 
one solid rock. That was sufficient to admonish us 
of the surprising energies and extraordinary per- 
severance of the men of this world to accomplish 
their object in view! — while O, might we learn 
therefrom a lesson of ardent labour and unhesi- 
tating perseverance in that work of infinite mo- 
ment upon which our "eternal all" depends! 

In Devon we met with Mr. O'B. the founder 
of the sect in England, called Armenian — Bible 
Christians: (vulgarly, Bryanites) — he took us to 
his home, in Leskeard of Cornwall, sixteen miles 
from Devon. There we met with some of the 
most loving christians — with whom we felt our 
whole souls entwined: especially some femahSy*^ 
who travelled as preachers of the Gospel. A. 
man who had recently left the Friends Society, 
eminent for talents and piety, was singularly ex- 
cercised in religion. "Lord, by any means, (my 
heart replied,) that sinners might be saved!" 

We visited likewise some of the villages adja- 
cent, and saw some turning from sin, to the obe- 
dience of the jusl: but as I felt bound for the city 
of London, we returned to Plymouth. From 
thence, iq company with Mr. O'B. we took the 
steam-packet, and travelled 200 miles, to Ports- 

* Mrs. O'Bryan, her daughter, and Mi». Clark. 
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mouth — and so on, direct to Wooton Bridge, in 
the It«le of Wight. I held meetings in the chap- 
els of Methodists, and Bible Christians, which 
were satisfactory — and then we went to Newport, 
the capital of the island. 

From Newport we visited the famed Castle o[ 
Carrisbrook, which was situated upon an emi- 
nence, one mile from the town. Motives of cu- 
riosity which brought us to this place, had also 
led thousands hither, before us. 

To this Castle, King Charles 1st. fled for se- 
curity, in the civil- war, by Oliver Cromwell, of 
the 17th century: — there he was arrested, and 
shortly after, tried and executed, in the city of 
London. Although there, the roar of cannon or 
the din of arms is no more heard: the voice of 
lamentation has ceased! and the earth has long 
since covered the blood of the slain,* yet the hor- 
rors of that dreadful day are still commemorated 
by the huge battered walls and gloomy cells, 
"where," says the traveller, "Thousands of my 
brave countrymen were butchered in cool blood!" 

We returned to Newport, and Mr. , ap- 
pointed for an •American female to preach upon a 
public square, in the centre of the town. Hun- 
dreds had soon collected upon the spot, anxious 
to know what a "woman from America" would 
have to say to them! I had commenced speak- 
ing; and all was profound silence, when I was 
suddenly arrested of the police officers, and 
brought before a court of justice, under charge 

* Which tradition says L<«sueci forth in streanra for the space 
of a mile into the town beneath. 
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i&t obstructing ihe way and making disturbance! 
*rhis once, in tte journey of my life^ I rejoiced 
in the prospect of becoming a ^'prisoner" for 
Christ Jesus sake, and the Gospel. That hoa- 
«T, however, at this time, was denied me: but 
being honorably acquitted, I went and concluded 
the "exercise" in the presence of as many as 
chose to follow, &c. — So I gave them a sample 
for once, that "American females, «r« not all of 
them, cowards." 

Tius circumstance conaequently was overruled^ 
tnuch to the furtherance of the truth. Many 
•christians looked upon ^his act of outrage from 
the officers, with such indignation, that they 
threw open their commodious preaching house, 
and bade us use our freedom there. Having 
spoken thrice to ]arg« and solemn auditories, in 
that place, the "power of the Highest" began 
to be remarkably displaced — and many among the 
multitude to cry out "I am the chief of sinners!" 
^^I am u grey headed sinner!" "I humbly crave an 
interest in your prayers! Many joinsed in cove- 
nant, to seek eternal life, at the loss of all things; 
and to meet me, in a better world — so, in hope 
of seeing them alt again, even at the "marriage 
«upper of the Lamb," I bade tlvem all farewell: — 
but I had the satisfaction however to learn, some 
weeks subsequent, that the "good work" of thfi 
LiORD Jesus was still progressing there. "Lord, 
work by any means, that precious souls may be 
saved, and that thy Glorious Name may be ex- 
alted in all the earth!" I visited likewise diffe- 
rent parts of the island, viz: — the beautiful town 
«f Ryde, Braden, Sandown^ St. uelen, $tc. and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 VICISSITUDES ILLUSTBATED, &.C. 

spake in chapels of P. Methodists, and Bible 
Christians, with good success. 

Oct. 6. We came to Portsmouth, and tarried 
but for a night. Here, I gazed upon the multi- 
tude, with tender pity, and questioned, "whether 
there was one christian to a thousand,^' that pas- 
sed me by: — The great mass of them appeared 
bent together in destruction's way! Froia Ports- 
mouth, we took the stage-coach, and came seveo- 
ty miles to London. 

In London, the Metropolis of the kingdom, 
(or the chief city of the known world) I expect- 
ed to see, if possible, both virtue and vice fully 
cxempliGed. One specimen we had, on the one 
hand, before the journey was completed: for on 
entering the city at night, (unaware of the host 
that watched for the unsuspecting traveller,) our 
garments had a slit through, a number of inches, 
for the contents of eur pockets — even while trav- 
elling with the utmost speed. This proved a les- 
son in season, that we now especially needed the 
"sagacity of a serpent" tempered with the "harm- 
lessness of a dove" to know how to resist, in a 
twofold sense, the wiles of the "wicked one" 

In my expectations I was not disappointed, 
concerning either the good or the evil prevailing 
here. Many "sons and daughters," I rejoice to 
assert, were "virtue's brightest ornaments;" and 
that it was indispensably necessary they should 
be, in order to withstand the current of iniquity 
which beat so heavily against them: while on the 
other hand, multitudes were the "exact model," 
seemingly, of fll that man v\as capable of beings 
this side of th^ nfernal pit. But I speak it to the 
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praise of mady, that the manner in which we 
were received in London, for the Truth's sake — 
and treated, during a stay of three months among 
them, was truly becoming the christian charac- 
ter. 

In the chapels appropriated to Methodists and 
Bible Christians, I laboured principally; — how- 
beit, I spake occasionally to multitudes on ship- 
board, in alms-houses, sail-lofts, prisons, prison- 
ships; and vety frequently in the open air, i.e. 
in corners of the streets, public squares, &.c. &c. 
To out-of-door preaching, the people of London 
are much accustomed — where, not one to a hun- 
dred, that throng the streets, would otherwise 
ever hear the Gospel preached. At liatcliff 
Square, in the open air, I had the pleasure of 
occupying the stand where the venerable J. Pf'e«- 
ley had often, as "an unvarying waymark" point- 
ed the "wayfaring man" 

"The way; — ^the way to God! 
Salvation, through a Saviour's blood!" 

Scores I trust, which there gave mo^ their hand 
io solemn covenant, to seek and serve' the Lord, 
will remember that time, and place, with exceed- 
ing great joy in the world of Glory. 

At Limehouse, where I sometimes spake, in 
the forks of the road, was a very remaikable re- 
vival of the work of God . — Many joined haids, 
in covenant, to seek salvation: and some, bless 
the Lord, from the Kmg's highway, that were 
poor and penny less, were made ''rich in faith 'and 
heirs of the kingdom." 

I was invited to speak, in a prison-ship, to 160 
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female convicts, that were to be transported the 
ensuing morning to Van Deiman's Land. O, mj 
heart still melts at the recollection of that scene! 
A number in the bloom of youth, He struggling 
in the last agonies of death, while their loss there 
was none to deplore; and others were bidding 
adieu to husbands and children, parents and kin- 
dred, all — with their native land — to behold the 
same again, no more forever.' Oh! their sad 
cries which rent the air! — but alas, all then were 
fruitless! I indulged the pleasing hope however, 
that they "sorrowed after a goodly sort;" and 
that the solemn engagement they then made, to 
try to meet us in Heaven, would never, (of any 
of them) be forgotten. O, ^^when ih-- earth and 
sea deliver up their dead^^^ may we see those poor, 
infatuated females, in robes of spotless innocence, 
oome forth, of whom it shall be said, " They have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
ef the Lamby 

Under the protection of some Methodist preach* 
•rs we went on board of a ship, also lying in the 
river, and spoke to some scores of seamen, — 
Elizabeth, with myself, the only females: but in 
a good cause, howbeit, we have never reason to 
hesitate or be ashan 
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fteeing three young gentlemen,''^ come forth, as a 
sacrifice to such an ignominious death! One, 
solemnly bowed, to the concourse of tbousandS| 
and only breathed farewell — then they with trem- 
bling submitted themselves to the executioner, 
and in two minutes space were launched into the 
eternal world! Oh, the aspect was tremendous! 
Shall I ever again witness such a scene? nor 
noiight none other mortal! But this is only, as it 
were, the common work of the day; and the 
same crimes are repeated as in the face and eyes 
of the criminal, for which he is to die! "Heaveu 
daring sinners, how can they escape the damna- 
tion of Hell?" 

We visited a number of towns and villages ad- 
joining London, viz: Woolwich, Kingsland, Hill- 
ford, &c. At the place last named, I had the 
privilege of speaking in a commodious chapel, 
belonging to a female preacher, iu connection 
with the W. Methodists. I had also the pleasure 
of hearing a number of females preach in Lon- 
don, belonging to the P. Methodists. 

In passing through the town of Greenwich, 
we observed a concourse surrounding some pup- 

, of our company, ob- 
ay with them." We 
, and he knelt in the 
which attracted their 
> pray very fervently, 
t their shows and as- 
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king and forgery; 
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from America would address them from theae 
words, ^^ God so loved ihe worldj^^ S;c, I was glad 
of the opportunity of speaking to them, but I 
wished likewise for the privilege uf choosing my 
own subject; howbeit^ I thought proper to act in 
accordance with what he had stated; so I spake 
to them an halt' hour or more, from the text, and 
we started on our way. Many so far forgot their 
first diversion that they followed us, with tears, a 
considerable distance: — and O, may they also 
^^ follow the Lamb J tvhiihersoever He goeih^ 

We felt interested in being present at a ''Jew* 
ish Feast of Tabernacles;" especially, on the 
"last day," called the ''Great day of the Feast." 
Thousands had collected at their Synagogues 
from every part of the kingdom: but of the 
"whole," how destitute, of the true spirit of de- 
votion, in all their observances. True, said I, 
"the glory has departed, and the mighty have fall- 
en!" I noticed that their Kulers brought forth 
their rolls of parchment, containing the writings 
of the Old Testament, richly decked with gold, 
silver, &c.~and these every man embraced with a 
kiss; said I, moreover, how insensible is this 
people, that this same % 
view, so much revere, 
they have utterly set at 
their traditions: yea, tl 
very special sense, «rc 
by whom it is absolutely 
Of what a blinding nati 
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Although this house was the private property of 
some local preachers, who had invited me to the 
place; their superintendent H. M,*" finding hi^ 
authority out of the question, took the liberty to 
show his influence, by sending another,! to occu- 
py the pulpit in my stead. I sat and heard, but 
told the congregation, when he had done, (which 
I considered it my duty to do,) why, the person 
had not addressed them, for whom the appoint- 
ment h(#been made; — and added, ^^Perhaps the 
man supposed, that such an one might do you 
harm;" — but, according to the assertion of the 
wise man, "ffc that judges a matter before he 
imotcs t/, is a fooiy The old gentleman then 
arose, to vindicate himself, and said, '*I know 
not, but that the woman, is the best person that 
ever was; but I was ordered so to do, of the su- 
perintendant." Poor man, thought I, it is a great 
pity, that you are grey-headed, and know no bet- 
ter, than tQ take aim, hit, or miss, because anoth- 
er has said so. 

Shortly after, the three preachers, were called 

to account of H. M., for suffering a woman, to 

One of them very confi- 
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wise, would never have gone to any house oi' 
prayer; and very many souls have been con^ 
verted; hence I do not, neither shall I ever, re- 
pent oi' it." So as a punishment for doing good, 
and not being willing to say, ^'I repent of it," 
they were all expelled from the connection. Are 
there leaders the followers of the venerable J. 
Wesley? — or do they care to imitate him, but in 
^name' only, and all nis virtues lie, as useless^ and 
forgot ? • 

We went to view the awful spot, at Well Close 
Square, where the Divine vengeance was so 
signally manifested, in the destruction of New- 
Brunswick Theatre. Upon that site of ground, 
stood a house, where God was worshipped, since 
the remembrance of some, cotemporary with us: 
which building was torn down, and one reared in 
its stead for a play-house; but it was not long be- 
fore the Theatre, was destroyed by fire; and a 
second was under way to supply its place. — That 
went up with such amazing rapidity, as to aston- 
ish all of the vicinity . The sound of the work- 
men n was heard by night and by day— ^ftabbath 
days not excepted — during which, if any man re- 
fused to work, 1 
house at length \si 
caution was used, 
time, by fire, (as 
the Universe, was 
—consequently , 
time, on Sabbath e 
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anticipated defigli 
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^ud others heavy blo^s, like the beating of rods, 
agaiost the walls: and they left the place, and 
said nothing. On Wednesday, earnest prepara- 
tions were making again, for a second perform- 
aace; — when, the chief proprietors, and many 
young ladies were together, at an early hour, 
making ready as dancers, at the evening's enter- 
tainment. At 11 o'clock, A. M. one afterwards, 
observed, ^4 heard a sound, and saw a vibration 
of the chandelier, when, as if from instinct, I 
immediately jumped over into one of the boxes, 
and instant ly^ the whole structure, with an awful* 
crash, was a heap of ruins! The walls had buri^t 
asunder, (the mortar being still undry; and the 
iron roof, with a vast weight suspended, had fall- 
en, and buried hundreds, in wretchedness and 
death. The chief proprietor, young gentlemen, 
ladies, workmen, travellers, horses, &c. were 
/crushed, limb and joint, asunder! Fifty or sixty 
killed and wounded, the exact number, however, 
unknown! One week h^ passed, and it was 
imagined, there was stiJl life there — idying groans 
wer« hlfeard; and some were at length dug ouit 
but there was none to remove the pile, for they 

thus, many lives 
manner; and the 
i va^t amount of 
lad lost their wa- 
cores were thrust 
jgary, and left to 
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these streets had 
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had flocked from every part of the kingdom, to 
witness what was done; and almost every pulpit 
of the country had resounded with the melan- 
choly theme! After a lapse of twelve months, I 
had come to the place also — and all, at length, 
was silent, around the fatal spot. — Multitudes a- 
bout, were living, as th^y had lived, and going 
on as they had done. The voice of mourning 
was no more heard; and this stroke of Jehovah's 
vengeance was seemingly forgot! 

Who, but that must acknowledge the *hand of 
God' in these things — and that 'He in the midst 
of wrath did remember mercy.' Had this event 
been delayed but a few hours more, when thou- 
sands had collected at the place, what dreadful 
destruction of life must inevitably have been! 
Jehovah, suffers long, and is kind; but his pa« 
tience will not always bear — He has said, " yen^ 
geance is mine^ I will repay. ^^ May all the de- 
luded votaries of pleasure, consider well these 
things, before iniquity proves their ruin; and their 
sad lamentation be at last, where hope, or merty, 
never comes! 

At an avenue 
exhibited to viei 
ton; clothed in 
irotrs; a padlocfa 
head the threat 
intended to repr< 
very correct d 
cruel tyranny, 
which multitudei 
But the bitter 
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the God of Sabaoth, whose wrath was not a little 
kindled. And when ^'Ue ariseth to shake terribly 
the laad, who shall stand before his indignation ?'' 

Mere, passes the gilded coach of the Lord 
Mayor, drawn of six white steed, richly orna- 
mented with crimson plumes, blankets, &c. — 
next moves, with solemn procession, the hearse, 
in great magnificence for the burial of those of 
noble line; — then follow in train, thousands of the 
oppressed, emaciated poor, who would thankful- 
ly grasp one crumb of bread! Oh^ what abomi- 
nations are these, which are practised in this 
land! Who can wonder, at the insurrection of 
multitudes who have not the fear of God, through- 
out this country ?? — or who can wonder that thou- 
sands put a period to their own wretched exist- 
ence^' who are doomed to endure such aggrava- 
tions as these. Did Almighty God, make mor- 
tals thus widely to differ? No. ^^But woe be to 
those richj they have trodden down the poor^ and 
they have kept back by fraud ^ the hire of those ^ who 
have reaped dmcn their fields, S^c Let them there' 
fore we^ep and howl for the miseries that shall come 
upon them. Their gold and their silver is canker edy 
and the rust shall be a witness ' against them^ and 
sha •« fire.^^ 

I ity of visiting several 

tim ufacturers of Spital- 

fiel Oh! the situation of 

tho would fail me to de- 

ficri be more terrible than 

tha read enough in full 

vie^ etched criminal upon 

the ndreds to sympathize 
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with him; who suffers indeed, justlj, for his owa 
misdoings; — while here, are thousands pining 
away and dying with hunger, who have done 
nothing worthy of their miseries; toward whom 
no lenient hand is extended — no yearning howels 
move. — But every eye, towaid them is ary; and 
every heart, is callous to their woes! 

■ But where might I look throughout this land^ 
and the most deplorable distress, did not prevail; 
and more especially, in what street, of this papu- 
lous city! How many alas might we meet,in every 
street or lane, with pale looks, hollow eyes, and 
meagre limbs; or creeping up and down like 
walking shadows. Complaints the most bitter 
w^re in every mouth; and multitudes were not only 
deprived of bread, but were bereft of their senses. 
Wide-spread poverty had produced wide-spread 
lunacy, hence the mad-houses were filled with 
lunatics; — and the most shocking murders were 
committed daily — parents inhumanly butchering 
their children, and children their parents — hus- 
bands their wives, and wives their husbands; and 
multitudes, foreseeing the evils that were coming 
Upon them, hung, dro 
themselves. Oh, said I 

night J for the slain of tl ' 

But all these appeared, 
of sorrows. The blacl 
as a curtain hanging o 
unfrequently 1 declared 
mony) that " The day oj 
sin, I conceived, for 
visit them, was a nationi 
t^e punished with a nati 
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evil would be I did not pretend to say: whether 
the sword, famine, or pestilence — Howbcit, a- 
midst complicated miseries, I saw them, as it 
were, a nation descending; and that the glory, 
which had, in a measure, departed from them, 
other nations, more deserving, would richly en- 
joy- 

A paper, was handed me in London, shewing 
what events were about to be accomplished, from 
the memorable year 1830. Signs and wonders, 
(in evidence thereof) had appeared in the heav- 
ens. — The moon's disk, had been seen to divide 
asunder, for the space of several feet; and in 
each division appeared, (he bust of a man, with a 
crimson girdle about the waist, and each, with 
sword in hand, uplifled against his fellow. The 
veracity of this, howbeit, we have no authority 
to assert; except from the remarkable incidents 
which have since been fulfilled in different parts 
of Europe— and that commenced quickly after; 
more especially among the French nation. Tn 
the political world, despotism, monarch, and aris- 
tocracy must fall! And in the religious world, 

cl superstition must have 
the Redeemer's King- 

Dusness and peace," be 

I fill the whole earth.'^ 

3 of the Most High, do 

actice of virtue; nor His 

[esigtiu^ effect; then has 

mine nrroios drunk with 

II devour flesh, ^^ Now is 
know, when the Nations 
whole earth, are greatly 
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convuhed; and does it not betoken, a storm mora 
terrible at hand? While the judgments of God, 
are thus abroad in the earth, happy (or all such 
as learn righteousness thereby — but those who 
will still refuse and rebel, shall be devoured with 
the sword, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it. We rejoice that tyranny, either civil or reli- 
gious, shall not long prevail in the earth, — but 
that the Lord shall overturn, and overturn, until 
at length liberty both civil and religious shall be 
established in all the world. 

I felt interested in surveying some of the arti- 
ficial curiosities of the Metropolis; such as the 
Tunnel, (called) or arched street, beneath the 
river Thames; the Church of St. Paul, West- 
minster Abbey, Westminster Hall, the Museum, 
the Monument built in commemoration of the 
fire, which happened in 1666, &c In observing 
these, I was constrained to say again, <^How 
much more wise are the children of this world, 
in their generation, than the children of light." 
In these things, what remarkable enterprise and 
perseverance have they displayed, to obtain the 
object of their pursuit: while on the other hand, 
the men of grace who ha 
and precious promises" 
and urge them forward 
(and who especially profi 
Eternal Inheritance) — he 
they often founii^and un 
their ways." 

Having spent three mo 
don, I began to be much 
ing to America. The ci 
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tress of this land, I could no longer endure; not* 
withstanding many dear christian friends, urged 
our longer continuance here. Some besought 
that I might pay them a visit, in the north of 
England. But I laboured under great heaviness, 
and continual sorrow. Of my bread I could not 
partake in quietness, while sensible that hun- 
dreds of every description, surrounded me, that 
were perishing for food. * # * 

As many of the poor were anxious to accompa- 
ny me to America, I imagined that fiom some of 
the rich I might solicit aid, in their behalf; ac- 
cordingly I drew up a paper for subscription, 
(which I handed to some in affluent circum- 
stances) that read as follows: 

TO THE TRULY BENEVOLENT. 

I am a foreigner. A few months since from the 
United States of America. From a sense of 
duty have I come to this country, (and if any 
are concerned to know) with necessary creden- 
tials. In travelling through different parts of 
England, I have witnessed very sore calamity, 
i " oor inhabitants of the 

1 actually in a perisiting 

return to America, and 
I nay be useful and hap- 

] to solicit, in their be- 

I stance of the humane: 

I ure of seeing them, at 

fi \i a few,) conifortably 

f I clime. 

n the poor, lendcih unto 

\^ 
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the Lord; and that which he halh giveriy will he pay 
him again.'' ^ 

NA?Jcy TowLE, of Hampton, 
State of New-Hampshire, 
North-America. 

"Pew, were disposed, however, to give me any 
Encouragement, so I gave over, and we prepared 
to embark for my oivc loved country America. I 
conceived, that the sufferings to which we should 
be exposed on the ocean would not be equal to 
those we must unavoidably endure in tarrying 
where we were. Having parted with much of 
our wearing apparel, and all else that we could 
spare, to the naked, famishing poor; we were, 
therefore, but ill-prepared, for cold, wintry storms; 
and that,for a succession of weeks or months, upon 
the wide Atlantic. But I believed that the same 
Almighty Arm, which had been my defence thus 
far, both upon the land and on the sea, would 
also give me again to see my native dime in 
peacQ. I was well persuaded, that instead of 
cold wintry winds, and rolling seas, the Lord was 
able to send a gentle summer breeze, and bid the 
seas to cease their ragi lin- 

ed the distant, destined 

Jan. l5th, 1830. Wi on 

board the American (J. 

Hobinson, master,) boi A 

number of preachers am- 

mended iw to God, I we 

added "A long farewel the 

citizen of London, hap m's 

Holy Hill!'> . 
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Oar neat little cabin, we now considered a 
sweet retreat, from all the wars and fightings, we 
with painfulness had seen. We had not been 
many days out before we had indeed a gentle 
breeze, and th^e heat of summer, for the space of 
six weeks: — in the mean time, having taken a 
southerly course, (for trade wind^, &c.) we found 
ourselves in the latitude of the West Indies. I 
was able to employ my pen, for the most part; 
and all things went on pleasantly; until, at length, 
we heard the joyful cry of land! land! land! and 
I ran upon deck, to behold my loved America, 
once more; — just then, the ship istruck! — the 
crash was tremendous! Behold it was upon 
shoals, with only two-and-a-half-fathom water. 
She continued beating for the space of twenty 
minutes, which caused such a terrible sound, as 
though the pillars of the earth were in commo- 
tion. Every countenance gathered paleness^ 
and a signal of distress was hoisted; when, some 
vessels within sight, were hastening to our relief; 
and they sounded again, and it was five fathom 
water; the wind being still very mild, hence, she 
quietly moved off, and without casting any reflec- 
tion, she went unmolested on her way. The ' 
captain came to me afterwards and remarked, 
''How she got on, I cannot tell, nor how she got 
off, but that she is off, and we are safe." — He 
moreover added, ^she is now like a man, that has 
slept upon a hard plank, during the night — with a 
back-bone somewhat sore;' (her *false-keel,' sh^ 
having lost off, which wusthe principal injury sha 
sustained.) How of\en, will sinners pray iu tim^ 
«f distress, and be ashamed ©f it iifterwards;-^. 
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^vhen *Peter-like,' they begin to c-rse, and 8-re in 
order to hide it. The captain, in time of danger, 
(though, perhaps, the loss of the ship was the 
most he feared,) began to pray, God bless us, 
and save us ? — but no sooner, was. he in safety, 
than he altered his tone to, d — n those shoals! 

At this time, I was unmoved, as I feared the 
loss of no man's life; although I was apprehen- 
sive, that the ship, was in iminent danger: but I 
felt thankful to God, however, for such a lesson 
of instruction, that I might be able to realise, in 
some measure, the awful sensations of ship- 
wrecked mariners. It appeared that the ships- 
crew, and passengers had been too insensible of 
the mercies which had followed them, thus far, 
across the deep — hence, this particular incident, 
was intended by Divine Providence, to arouse 
them to a sense of what they had escaped; and 
also to give them to understand with what ease, 
they might all have been swallowed up in the 
bowels of the ocean, had there been no 'power* 
above that of 'human' to dehver them. Had th^ 
. gale been the same, that it was but a few hours 
before, we must inevitably have been dashed in 
pieces even at the first blow. The goodness and 
forbearance of God, should lead men 'Ho love and 
revere the place even where His honor dwells." 

March Jd, 1H30. With much joy, we again set 
foot on the happy shore- of fair Columbia; after 
more than seven weeks confinement to our float- 
ing prison. I had chosen Philadelphia as my 
landing place, on the account of some emigrants, 
that 1 had engaged to meet c t that |«ort. 1 felt 
willing to deprive myself of the society of my 
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parents and kindred, for a space at least, to aid, 
if possible, such as had succoured me in a land of 
strangers; hence I made a stay of a number of 
weeks in Philadelphia, and held meetinjgs in ten 
or more of their preaching houses, which belong- 
ed to diflTerent sects, with good success. 

We then went to the city of New-York; in 
which place, I spoke in five of their houses of 
worship; a number of halls, &c. ; and saw Ihuch 
good effected in the name of Jesus. Here, I 
had the pleasure also, of seeing three others of 
my own sex, labourers in the Gospel, and com- 
panions of my tribulation, viz: Ann Rexford, be- 
longing to the denomination of christians; Ruth 
Watkins, and Ann Warren from England, attach- 
ed to the Primitive Methodists: — these had tra- 
velled with the testimony of Jesus, for a succes- 
sion of years. I believe ih&i females are sent 
into the harvest of the Lord Jesus, more especi- 
ally to provoke the idle shepherds to more ear- 
nest endeavours for the good' of souls, and the 
promotion of the ^'word and kingdom of the Re- 
deemer," over the world. The Lord grant that 
^^fforms may thresh mountains, and beat them 
small, and make the hills as chaff. ^^ 

1 went to Newark, N.J. and held meetings in 
chapels of Methodists: — we then proceeded to 
Camptown, where I spoke in a chapel, built for a 
^^female preacher,' ^Ann Rexford.; She had been 
instrumental of gatnering a considerable 'church' 
in that place: and who were also attached, as I 
trust, to the ^''general assembly, and church cf the 
first born, — whose names are written in the Lamb^s 
book of life, ^^ 
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We next attended a general meeting of Inde>* 
pendent Methodists, at Long Branchy where I 
received a Note, as follows: 

"This is to certify to all whom it maj concern, 
that our sister , Ann Towle, has been laboring and 
preaching the Gospel among us, much to our sa- 
tisfaction, and edification. We hereby recom- 
mend her, as in our opinion, worthy to be recei?* 
ed, an<l helped forward, in her work and labour 
of love, by all who love our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Signed, in behalf of the Annual Conference, held 
at Long Branch, Shrewsbury, County of Mon- 
mouth, State of New Jersey; May 3 1st, 1830, 
by the Methodist Independent Church. 

Jesse Oaklev, Moderator, 
John Saplin Newman, Clerk. 

I labored through those towns, severally, adja* 
c^nt, and saw many turn from sin, to God;-—* 
^^choosing rather to suffer affliction with His peo* 
pie, than to enjoy the short-lived pleasures of sin.'' 
I had sometimes the happiness of seeing an as- 
sembly, consisting of hundreds, crave an interest 
in the prayers of christians, that they might be 
saved. ^^ He that ieekeih findeth', and to him, that 
inockethy it shall be opened " 

I spoke at the Court-House in Freehold, and at 
an Inn, in £ngHsh Town; and then, reached 
New Brunswick. I there, held three meetings in 
Ihe Methodist Chapel, which were very encour* 
aging. Their preacher shewed us much kind* 
n^8s. We then went to Boundbrook; where ( 
Bpoke in a Urove^ on the 41h of July, from thQ 
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^Aoot of Jeasey that shall atand as an ensign ie 
the peophy ^c." I spoke likewise at the Acade* 
my — the preceptor of which shewed me much 
favour, and al^o Mt, W.*^May God return, my 
good friends, double in the present time; and the 
riches of eternity be theirs^ beyond th6 grave* 

We reached Philadelphia, and went a second 
time to our good sister's, Hannah Andrews; with 
whom we rejoiced to have again, a quiet resting 
place. She is a preacher in the line of Quakers^ 
but not a member. Friends from England, whom 
I had expected, had in part arrived; and left, 
waiting for me, books, letters, papers, &c. &c. 
but they had gone from the city. 

Here I was called to the most bitter trial, as I 
thought, that I had ever experienced: i. e. the 
parting with my Elizabeth. Her brother came 
from New Orleans, on his way to St. Johns, (New 
Brunswick) to see hiS parents, and he desired her, 
to bear him company. She hinted this to me; 
but the very thought, being death-like, of parting 
with her, I hence strove, to dissuade her from the 
thing, and to await another opportunity. She 
hushed me for that time; but she improved the 
chance, however, while I was sleeping, and fled; 
leaving behind her, a letter, shewing her reasons 
for so doing,&c. which were, that she considered it 
her duty to visit her parents, and she conceived a 
parting would be too hard, for either of us to 
bear in any other way. I therefore now saw 
myself again, a lonely traveller in the earth; and 
that, let others do as they would — to me "no cross 
on earth; would be^ no crown in Heaven" It is 
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through much tHbulaiiony that tbe shall enter the 
Jeingdom, * 

I laboured through the city, in maay of their 
houses of worship; and likewise in the market- 
places, (the intense heat of the season being 
such, as to render it very disagreeable within 
doors,) sometimes speaking to mor&than three 
thousand white and coloured, at one time. The 
police-officer very kindly offered to light the 
market-house, and to keep order, as oAen as I 
chose. I was extremely affected, to see the aged 
come out with their chairs, at a very early hour; 
and seat themselves in readiness, with much anx- 
iety to hear. Many, usually came forward, for 
prayers, at my request,- and a goodly number, 
found in the market places a pardon of their sins. 
I had here the pleasure of hearing Dorothy Rip- 
ley preach, who had for the good of souls crossed 
the Atlantic, the eighteenth time. 

1 went into New Jersey, and spake in Burling- 
ton, at the Baptist and Methodist preaching hous- 
es. As the court was sitting at this place, I had 
some of the Judges among my hearers, and also 
to make me a number of visits: — besides others, 
was ##♦*** 4 Judge of the U. S. Court; 
He was a man, I found, quite unlike the unjust 
judge of old 'Hhat feared neither Goo nor re- 
garded man;" but he shewed me very great kind- 
ness; and related the dealings of God, towards his 
soul, with many tears, saying: ''You are the first 
person to whom I have ever spoken of these 
things, and toward yourself, I have used freedom, 
because I believe that nothing else, but love to 
precious souls, could induce you to range crea- 
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tioQ for a succession of years, as you have done. 
I went likewise to Lumberton, and spake in 
the Methodist Chapel; — next to Medford, and 
spake in a chapel of the same order; where I 
had great kindness shown me, from some of eve- 
ry description. I went also to Pemberton, Ju- 
liustown, and Bordentown, and spake in chapels 
of Methodists. I then started on my way, for 
the city of New- York, where I arrived — with 
hope of being able to go immediately home; but 
I felt forbidden; and in a few days, two young 
womea^ the daughters of Mr. O'B. arrived from 
England. Their parents had sent them out, to 
my care, and as they had shewed me, kindness 
io a strange land, I considered it my duty now, to 
requite the favor by staying, at least, a short time 
with them. I went in company with one of them, 
to Hartford, (Con.) and called on H. G a preach- 
er, of my acquaintance: but every where I turn- 
ed, some new circumstance tended to remind me, 
that little confidence was to be placed, in any hu- 
man arm. — Notwithstanding this man had receiv- 
ed from myself, the kindest attention, when a 
stranger, at the house of my father; (having been 
used to call, in travelling, as a preacher, that 
way) but now in return, 1 was saluted with ''I 
do not believe in the preaching of females, neith- 
er can I, conscientiously, afford you any aid." I 
was much surprised^ at this manner of address, 
on entering the house; especially from him; as 
he had a daughter, gone on a foreign mission, with 
her husband; with whom, it appeared, he was 
pleased well enough! I hence saw as much con- 
sistency in him, as the man had discovered, in 

F 
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British America; of whom, it was told me, ^^Tbftt 
he opposed the preaching of women, above every 
thing else; but his wife, was wont to write his 
sermons, for sabbath daj, and he to read them.'' 
This, consequently, passed well enough with 
him, for the fulfilling of his solemn charge. ^< Te 
tram the people^ at me mouth of God^^ — standing 
between the living and the dead, &c. I suppose, 
the poor Ignoramus thought, if the people had it 
at his mouth, it was all, that his obligation, either 
to God or man, required! * * * * ♦ * 

1 therefore, made application myself, first, to 
the Methodist preacher, for his house, to speak 
in; but he had his excuses: — I then went to the 
Baptist minister, and he had his deacons to con- 
sult: — and so I went, lastly, to the Universalist 
preacher, and (1 speak it to his praise) he ap- 
peared, the most christian-like of the four; and 
he remarked, ^'I am willing that any body, shall 
do good that can." 

1 had there, a very large and attentive auditory; 
and had organs introduced, to aid our devotions. 
Of this, however, 1 in no wise approved; but it 
had happened, that I gave out an hymn, as I 
sometimes do, (i. e. if I feel Justified in doing it) 
which I requested, might be sung of those, who 
*'feared God." I presume, the choir belong- 
ing to the society, included themselves, with- 
out hesitation, in that number: and they, sudden- 
ly commenced, such a mighty sounding, behind 
my head^ as quite amazed me! I had never been 
accustomed, to view the Lord, as behind my back; 
but rather, as the Psalmist said, "to foresee Him 
alway$ before my face, that J should not be mot- 
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ed." I had therefore, no idea of any of '^His 
worshippers" in that place; and it was a wonder 
if I had not, already said, to ^Satan,' ^^Qeihe" 
hind me. ^^ They very kindly offered me the use 
of the house again — or when I pleased: and I 
had taken the liberty, to appoint for the ensuing 
night; but it beiog rainy, perhaps, they were 
afraid, of their fine cushions, getting dirtied; 
therefore it was not opened. This, was the most 
elegant house of worship, I had ever occupied. 
May the Lord Jehovah, condescend, to enrich the 
place, with the "far superior beauty, and excel- 
lency," of His kingdom, and of His grace! 
' H. G. (so very scrupulous,) began the next 
day to upbraid me, for offering an hymn, for the 
use of ungodly men, &,c. under pretence, of wor- 
shipping God: although, his own tender con- 
science, nor any member of his family, was 
wounded, by being present. I very readily con- 
fessed to him, however, that the singing of un- 
godly men, or their use of instruments of music, 
in meetings of worship, I was very far from ap- 
proving. But I thought myself furnished, with a 
sufficient excuse, for having given out the hymn, 
at that time — to toit: that my appointment had been 
published, at the Methodist chapel of christian 
people, an4 1 hence expected, that they were the 
only ones present, to take the lead of singing. 
But because they did not, and unconverted peo-< 
pie, (or rather those who bad behaved more 
Christ ian-like than he had done himself,) improv- 
ed the privilege, had I any right to forbid them? 
No, I am not to be judge of any such matters. 
^'J\> ih^ir own maHer they either stt^nd or falL^^ 
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Howbeif, I resolved to try to be more watchful, 
oa that hand, for the time to come Wherefore, 
with regard to himself, he had evidenced to me, 
that he straiDcd at a gnat, and swallowed a camel, 
with no degree of dif&cultj. For I viewed what he 
was doing a very great crime — in not only dis- 
couraging, but even forbidding the things, that 
God had expressly enjoined: (i. e the pablic 
ministration of females. ) Tea, the same things, 
which I knew to be essential to my own salva- 
tion; and not only so, but for which I believed, 
thousands would rejoice, forevermore, in the 
eternal world of bliss. 

To him, I said, if you are called, Sir, to preacli 
the Gospel, why do you not preach It? It ap- 
pears you delight, to find fault with all men, and 
to do good to none: (he having about, an half- 
dozen hearers, in the place, to whom he was so 
overmuch righteous, as to break bread, every 
sabbath -da)' : like the pharisees of old, tithing 
mint and cummin, but blind, wilfully so, to the 
far weightier matters.) I therefore saw that this 
man would be likely to hinder all the good, I 
might be able to do in the place; so I ^^shook off 
the dust of my feet, as a testimony against him:'* 
it having cost me, not only lime and trouble, hut 
also, six dollars out of my pocket, to come to 
profit souls. — That, I consequently left him, to 
answer at the bar of Almighty Jehovah; and so 
I bade him* adieu. I was in hopes, thai from 
this place, I might be able to proceed homeward ^ 

* Thi9 was ao F.wrii<hfnaa — it ii nothing strange for them 
to be lerdi ki ear hmat 
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but feeling, the two young women utill to be mj 
charge; I therefore returned, to the city of New 
York. 

I tarried yet, a number of weeks at New-Tork, 
and attended mostly to writing; until at length, 
my companion, E. Venner, I'eturned, in company 
with her brother: but he had so far won her to 
himself, that she would not be prevailed on, to 
travel the world with me. However, they went 
to reside, up the North River, the distance of 
seventy miles: — to which place, after some days, 
I was impressed to go. For a night, my rest de* 
parted, wherefore, in the morning early, I resolv- 
ed to follow the leadings of my mind ; so I took 
the steam-packet; and in a few hours I reached 
the shore. But behold^ Elizabeth, with her broth- 
er, had just set sail; and the vessel was then, 
within sight, before me, for Lake Ontario, three 
hundred miles westward. Not knowing that I 
should ever have an opportunity of seeing her 
again, I took the steam- packet, and soon o- 
vertook her: but not being able to stop, 1 was 
hence, obliged to pass her by, and go on to 
Albany. I there, held one meeting, while wait- 
ing for her; and in the meanwhile she arrived: 
but the pain of parting again, we were both loath 
to endure; consequently, she and her brother, 
each^ insisted on my proceeding forward with 
them. I did not see clear to go back; neither 
could I feel reconciled to going forward; howev- 
er I continued on, until at length, I reached 
Creneva, four hundred miles from the city of New 
York, and situated at the head of Lake Seneca. 
I had been but one half hour in the place, before 
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an assembly had collected, and I was requested 
to preach to them. This I did, as well as I was 
able; — and twice the day following, in a chapel 
of the Methodists. By the presiding elder, who 
was present, I understood, that I was well ap- 
proved. 

I afterwards improved chiefly at the Museum; 
and I theie had the satisfaction of seeing, many 
awakened, to seek the salvation of their souls. 
(At the earnest request of some of my friends, t 
consented to have my likeness taken, for the 
Museum. This I conceived might be a com- 
fort to some, when I might shortly be sleeping 
in the dust.) 

A good woman came to me, one day, and re- 
quested, that I should visit a friend of hers, who 
was very ill. Respecting the person, I made but 
few enquiries, nor did she qare, to give me the 
exact ch^acter of her friend, lest (as she after- 
wards said) I should refuse to go But I went, 
however, to his place of residence, and found 
him, a venerable looking man, sitting in an armed 
chair. I began at length to direct my conversa- 
tion to him; but behold he was damb! 1 intro- 
duced the subject of religion; but he looked as 
though it was a matter foreign to himself. I spake 
of the salvation of the world, universally; and 
he quickly bowed assent to his belief of that doc* 
trine. But I observed that he had ^^an ear to 
hear^^ what I had to say, upon that subject: and 
on my touching, particularly upon his afflictions, 
that he wept as a child I felt deeply interested for 
the man; and after an hour's conversation with 
him, his wife requested my prayers, in his behalf: 
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to which I replied, ^^l( agreeable to himself, I 
shall not object. " He very readily, signified as- 
sent — and I* felt that I had ''power with God," 
and should ultimately ''prevail" in pulling down^ 
as with "holy violence," "Jehovah's blessings" 
on his head. 

Soon after, I paid him a second visit; and lie 
appeared highly gratified on seeing me again. I 
conversed with him, at this time, with much more 
freedom; and he wept aloud, seemingly, with an 
heart broken, through penitence and woe. I 
commended his soul to God, a second time, by 
earnest prayer; and with an unshaken confi* 
dence, that he would obtain a remission of his 
sins, and an inheritance with the just.. Yea, I 
continued my requests at the Throne of Grace, 
day and night, for him, that he, might be saved: 
being baptized into the deepest sympathy with 
bim, in his very sore afflictions; insom^jch that I 
thought, his conversion, would be mofe to me, 
than even scores, of others, in a common rank 
of life. 

Being about to leave the country for the city of 
Boston, I hen^e made him my last visit; at which 
time, the melting influence of tiie grace of God, 
was in a very special manner mani^sted; and all 
present, were moved to weeping; particularly 
****** who roared aloud from the disquie* 
tude of his soul. I told him lastly, that I was 
about to leave, those regions — and I had one, 
very special request, that I wished to make of 
him; viz. that he would pray for himself, thrice a 
day, for the space of four weeks: — provided, he 
would agree to this^ I would join him in "solemn 
f3 
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eovenant, to pray that often, and for the same 
length of time, in his behalf— even yith as much 
earnestness, as 1 might find it in my power to do. 
He very positively replied, in the affirmative; 
(yea and nay, being all the words, he was able to 
articulate,) and signified, moreover, that his old 
doctrine, he fully renounced; which he believed 
to be founded alone, in falsehood and deceit. I 
told him farthermore, that I should write to him, 
on reaching Boston; and that I hoped to live to 
hear him proclaim, with an audible voice, the 
^^giad news of Christ's redeeming love;" and to 
see him made '^a blessing" to multitudes of our fel« 
low travellers, to the grave, throughout the earth. 
The circumstance of the man's losing his 
speech, (as it was told me, by people of veraci'* 
ty,) was this. Three years before, he was acting 
in the office of magistrate, in that town: he had 
been a long time, in sentiment a Universalist, and 
in his laAguage uncommonly profane: — at which 
period, a iieighbour of his, was preferred to the 
office before him; on the account, as it was said, 
of his being a man of a '^better principle," i. e. 
a member of the Presbyteiianchucch. Thereat, 
###*### became so exasperated, that in an 
*'Heaven-daring" manner, he wished the "Chris- 
tians all damned in Hell." While the language 
was upon his tongue, he was struck, apparently, 
lifeless to the floor. A physician waiA^alled in, 
who, by bleeding, was in hopes to restore him; 
but his eflTorts, were baffled, of raising him to his 
former state. He hence, never walked a step- 
read a sentence — wrote a sentence — or uttered a 
sentence^ from that period^ until the time of oaf 
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fnterview with him: nor bad he any farther means 
of commiinicBting by word, his pains, his sor-> 
rows, his hopes, or his fears; — but in gloomy si- 
lence, upon that same dreary seat, he passed his 
years away. 

However, in this day with him, of "wrathful 
visitation," as it appeared, Meaven Was pleased 
to reserve for him, oue, very peculiar blessing, 
even the use of his ^'rational faculties:" and was 
not this, in order that he might repent of his sins: 
and eventually, become as a "brand plucked 
from devouring fire." I learned farthermore, that 
since his confinement, christians had few, dared 
to make him a visit; lest he might discover to* 
wards them, some of his former antipathy, and it 
prove in consequence, of no avail. His wife 
'however, (being a member of the Presbyterian 
church) and others of the family, manifested 
much gratitude, that I had taken the liberty, of 
calling upon them. He was a man, but a little 
past the meridian of life, and I imagined, that 
should it please the Lord, by a "miracle of 
.mercy" to convert his soul, and restore to him, 
his speech again; he would do much, towards 
'^pulling down the strong holds of Satan and 
of sin." 

In this place I had great, and various trials. 
^^Many wearisome days and nightSj^^ it appeared, 
were, appointed unto me, ^^ 1 conceived that! 
might more fitly compare with the Lord's servants, 
"of old" than ever before, "tr^o wandered in 
sheep-skinsy and goat-skins^ in deserts, in moun* 
tains, in dens, and in caves of the earih: destitute', 
afflicted a/nd tormented: of whom the world was not 
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worthy P^ Tea, I viewed myself as sustained, at 
this period, in a manner somewhat similar, to 
what was the prophet Elijah, when he had his 
dwelling, by the ^'brook Cherith:" and also, 
when he complained and said, ^*' I am left alone ^ 
and they seek my life P^ I felt in the meanwhile, 
howbeit, (which I sometimes expressed,) that I 
could go with confidence, and composure, even 
to the stake, for the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
there suffer martyrdom, if I was called, so to do. 
The Lord, appeared to be now, leading me ^4n 
ways I did not know;'' and I believed. He was 
preparing me,for something great, ahead; it might 
be, as I thought, for my own departure, from a 
"world of grief and woe." 

I attended a quarterly meeting of Methodists, 
at Vienna, and the presiding elder, (Mr. Chase,) 
gave permission, that I should preach; which it 
appeared, was the request of the other preachers, 
that were present — with the exception of one, 
whose 'name' was Wright: fand it bad been hap« 
pier for him, had his 'nature' been the same:) — 
he greatly withstood the rest, asserting it a 
^'shame," &c. for a woman to preach. But Mr. 
C. insisted, ''The woman is called of God, to 
preach the Gospel; and woe, be to that man, that 
forbids it!" He continued, nevertheless, to con- 
tend for some time; even after my commence- 
ment; — with hat in hand, before my eyes, to flee; 
as though. Words, from the polluted tongue of a 
female, it were very sinful, for his goodness to 
attend! However, I proceeded; but from the 
disturbance that had been made, 1 had very few, 
among the hundreds present, as my hearers: so I 
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labored through, under much embarrassment; 
rnd ;as I feared, to but little purpose. But my 
^'judgment" Jt knew to be '*with the Lord:" — 
(who looketh upon the heart, and judgeth ac- 
cording to the intention.) I therefore could leave 
the event, with Him; knowing also, that He was 
able to overrule it, to the good of many: and to 
make, in the end, my example of suffering, aa 
encouragement to all others, of my own sex, that 
might come after me . • 

A certain man came, and urged, that I should 
hold meetings at the villages of Alloway and 
Lyons, on my way homeward. This I engaged 
to do: of which, the preacher aforenamed being 
apprised, he was consequently * instant in sea-* 
son,'^ going before, to give the people warning, 
not to open the chapel. I came after, however, 
knowing nothing of this, and fuliilled my ap- 
pointments; when many souls suriounded the 
altar for prayers; and 1 could not gel away, till I 
had held, a third meeting: (from which the work 
of the Lord, progressed, until scores or hun- 
dreds were brought to the knowledge of Hia 
Name. ) At this time, a man of distinction, among 
them, as I was told, one year after, noted down 
the heads of my subject, merely, from motives of 
curiosity, &,c.; and soon after Mr. W. came that 
way again; to whom he gave the 'text,' for an 
explanation. Mr. \V. began, but it proved, more 
than a match for him; which the other perceived: 
he then took the liberty to give him, my discus- 
sion of the matter; arid added, Sir, '^ou, could 
not hold a candle to that woman: you never 
peached, such a sermon jourself, as she did, not 
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you never will.'' He arose conseqaently, ia 
haste, and said, <*It is time for me, to be ofiT:" 
and so he was gone in a huff 

In this, my account of the matter, howbeit, I 
would not be so vain as to imagine, any thing ex- 
traordinary, effected of myself: but F here give 
the relation, merely to shew, ^<for example/' how 
much evil, such men, (of we^k-heads, and cor- 
rupt-minds) are capable of doing ^'by darkening 
counsel, with ^Vords, without knowledge." "We 
forbade them," says one, "because they follow- 
ed not with us." They "know not what manner 
of spirit they are of!" 

Jan. 24th, 1831. i took the stage for BostOD, 
in the midst of a violent storm of snow. F pur- 
sued the way eastward, one hundred miles to 
Albany; there, intending to have a day at least, 
for rest. But on enquiry, I found that by mak- 
ing a stay, I should augment my expenses, more 
than one c^uarter: and as F wished to be in Bos- 
ton, as soon as psssible, I therefore chose to con- 
tinue my route: so, on the evening, of the fourth 
day, F completed a journey of four-hundred miles. 
Fn the meantime, so much snow had fallen as to 
reader the roads, for many miles, almost impassi- 
ble; but I believed, howbeit, (even before leaving 
Geneva,) that F should reach the city in safety; 
and that I there should "see the gloty of God" 
in the salvation of many souls. That F conse- 
quently did — feeling no ill effects, of the journey,, 
through the mercy of the Lord, to hinder my 
labours, for the space of a single day. 

I cal.t'J £ St, upon Dr. Eiias Smith, who shew- 
ed me much kindness. The second night, F at-j 
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tended a meetiag at the Methodist ehapel ; where 
I was constrained, from the sense 1 had of the 
"sinners woeful state,'* to weep aloud for their 
souls. Thisy I suppose, few of them preseni, un- 
derstood: hut which, I knew myself, to be, an 
unfailing prelude, to some remarkable work of 
the Lord, about to burst forth, among the inhab- 
itants of that city. 

I held a number of meetings, at the christian 
M. house, that were satisfactory. Mr. Himes, 
their minister, being a zealous, and an able young 
man, soon began to see, many of his society, as 
humble suppliants, at:the altar, saying, "What 
shall I do to be saved?" I .saw, consequently, 
that the Lord had work, for me to do, in this 
place; and that I musV content myself, still for a 
space, with the privilege of ^hearing' from my 
friends. So I took lodgings, with a young woman, 
hy the name of **** *****. n^d employed myself 
chiefly during the day, in writing to 'correspon- 
dents,' of Old England, Ireland, Nova cotia. 
New Brunswick; and likewise to many, in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States. Among the 
rest, I began to think of the man, that was dumb: 
and to strive-to find, by theleadmgs of my mind on 
what particular strain, in writing to him, it would 
be most proper for me to dwell. I wished, now, 
for^.»tii^ pid of t4at spirit, which '^searcheth all 
thilisg^^^ to know hoAv to give a ^^word in season" 
to tW f^icted] and to be able, to '^comfort such 
as. mourned!" *But it was some days, however, 
before I could settle it in mind, in what manner, 
to address myself to him. Until, at length, I 
hegan' to fix upon the theme, of "Love," "Peace'^' 
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and ^^Joj," as existing between his soul, and 
the "Great Redeemer^' of mankind. When sud- 
denly, ray pen was filled, as with joyful acclama- 
tions to the Lord*-for "his salvation," as I saw, 
from the very jaws of etenuil death] and from a 
dreadful burning Hell, Accordingly, the Letter 
was sent; which the answer will fully demon- 
strate, that I heie take the liberty, to subjoin: 

Gbneseo, 22d March, 1831. 
Dear Madam, — Your letter of the 28lh Feb. 
was received the idth inst. It gave great satis- 
faction to Mrl , as well as all the other 

members of the family. How much we value 
your letter, you will know, when we tell you all 
the particulars, resulting fr6m your interview with 

Mr. J in Geneva. The next week after 

your last visit to Mr. -, on the subject of 

nis soul's salvation, he and his family, moved to 
Geneseo, (in Livingston county) about fifty miles 
from Geneva, westward. I was not at home, 
when the family arrived; and did not see them, 

until Saturday evening. On Sunday, Mrs. , 

found out, that Mr. » , was anxious to have 

me, (being a son-in-law, and a professor of re- 
ligion) come in, and read the Bible, and pray 
with him. I thought this request singular, as he 
had never before desired any thing of the kind: 
and I began to enquire, "what had boen the 
means, and who had been the instrument, in 
shaking him from his strong-hold on universal 
salvation, which I feared, had well nigh sealed 
him over, to hardness of heart, and blindness of 
mind:" — and he gave us to understand, that what 
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you had said to him, had been the means of cans** 
ing him to tremble: and enquire, ^^what he must 
do to be saved.^^ I called upon one of my friends, 
who is strong in the Lord, and we talked, and 
prayed with him; and spijead his case before the 
Lord; and his convictions increased, aqd f r^st 
him down, into the dust. His convictions were 
of the most humbling kind — even oi great in- 
gratitude to God ! We continued, to press him 
to the Saviour, for the space of about four days: 
until we discovered, by his joy, and rejoicinff, 
that he had found tiim^ of whomy Mo$€$ in the 
LtaWy and the Prophets did write ^ Jesus of^azereth^ 
the son of Joseph, Since that time, his daughter 
Mary has cherished a hope of an interest in 
Christ; and a daughter-in-law; and also a girl, 
living in the family. He feels that he hath great 
cause to rejoice; and his soul, doth indeed, ^^mag' 
nify the Lord; and his spirit doth rejoice in God 
his Saviour P^ He seems to consider you as the 
instrument, in the hand of God, of showing him 
the road, that leads to Heaven, And while he 
lives, I think you never will be without a sup- 
pliant, to draw down blessings upon your head. 
We have some hope, and expectation, that he 
may yet speak, and praise God, in an audible 
voice: and such faith as you have had in his 
case, will bring this blessing also, from the hand 
of God. We need not ask your prayers, for this 
blessing. The Lord is doing wonders in all our 
country, around us. Revivals spread in all quar* 
ters, and the set time to favour Zion, seems to be 
fast approaching: <<when the Kingdoms of this 
world, will become the Kingdom of our Lord 
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and hb Christ:" and He shall reign forever 
and ever. Mr. values your correspond- 
ence, far moie perhaps, than any othei person's 
in tae world: and he will wait with impatiencei 
for your answer to this. You may direct to hiniy 
at^^eneseo, Livingston Coilnty, N. Y. Accept 
t^is IVcoflyour j^rother in the bonds of christian 
affection. S***^** O******. 

The writer of the letter, is still a person, whose 
^*face in the flesh, I have not seen;" but whom I 
love in the Lord, (and suppose to be, a member 
ot the Presbyterian Church ) Of the magistrate* 
that was dumb; I had the satisfaction of hearing 
farther, that he was very happy in the Lord: and 
was able to converse considerable: likewise, that 
he had written, to one of his **old brother Univer- 
salists," exhorting him to renounce his *'old doc- 
tiinn," for it was a false one, and would ulti- 
mately, plunge its adherents, in pierpetual misery 
and death. This solemn admonition, it was told 
me, moreover, caused the old man to tremble: — 
and I sincerely hope, to seek the Lord' Jesus, 
until he found Him — to the joy of his heart; and 
to the confusion, of all his mighty foes! 

I think, I never entertained so deep a sense, of 
the ^^awful end, of the wicked," as at this period. 
I could say of myself as ^'Elihu, of old," ^*'I am 
as a bottle yJilUd with neto wincj wanting vent: for 

* The oonvereion of the Magistrate, some may have no- 
ticed, before, in print; which was published at the time, as a 
*< miracle of mercy wrought, through the private interference 
of christian inends»" 
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I am full of matter, and the spirit within me con' ^ 
strahieih wic." God's work progressed; and found 
way into almost every society of the city, within 
a short space. But of the hundreds that profies- 
sed religion, I conceived, (even of very many-^of 
thetii) that they needed, as much, a "seco»4 T®* 
formation," to make them in the **sight of^God^" 
what they xeally ought to be, as they needed the 
''first," to constitute them in the "view of mor- 
tals," fit for admittance, within the pales of their 
church. I had not so learned Christ, as they 
professed so confidently to have done! Exam- 
ple goes before precept ! 

I went to Reading and spoke in the Baptist M. 
House, to a large assemblage. Many of the 
Academy students; preparing for the ministry 
just at hand; were present. A number of whom, 
1 took notice, were engaged in noting down u\y 
subject as I proceeded: but whatever might have 
been their ol^ect, in so doing, I was well pleased 
to have their attention. And if any of them 
could boast of) superior acquirements, I was in 
hopes, they would make a wise improvement of 
them: and that tliey would render, 'Mionjur, to 
whom lionout, is due," and not seek to please 
themselves. Vrotn thence, I went to Walden, 
and spoke in the Methodist chapel to a solemn 
auditory, but under much infirmity. 1 then re- 
turned to Boston. After some weeks, having ap- 
plied myself very closely to my pen, by day; and 
attended meeting, generally at some place, by 
night: I found my physical strength therefore, 
gradually declining. I had also, been in th€» 
habit of coming out of a warm, crowded house, 
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to walk the distance of a mile or two, in rairr^ 
hail, and snow: and bad used no kind of precau- 
tion against cold; and had often retired to my 
lodgings, even without fire, to dry myself: hence, 
I now saw, that I was prostrated by disease, and 
pain, to which, I hitherto, had been a stranger. — 
And I tvas consequently , obliged to have recourse 
to medical aid, for the first time, in the journey 
of my life, to save myself, from going duwn to 
slumber, with the ^^pale nations of the ground." 

I began now to be anxious about getting to my 
father's; and having gained some relief from the 
use of medicine, he. in company with M. G. I 
took the stage, and started for home. Friends in 
Boston, I left with deep regret; having received 
from many, such repeated instances, of their 
friendship and christian benevolence, as in this 
world, 1 can never repay! They tenderly eK^ 
cused my weaknesses; — and patiently bore with 
my infirmities; — even as indulgent parents would 
bear with a child. O, may the **great Author 
of all our mercies," amply repay, their tender 
solicitude for me; — and their disinterested exer- 
tions, likewise, for poor sinners, — with "great 
grace," as their portion, on earth; and "eternal 
Glory" as their reward, beyond the grave! 

Upon my way homeward, was a venerable gen- 
tleman, also a passenger in the stage, who ap- 
peared anxious, to enter into conversation with 
us. For some time, he continued his enquiries; 
and among other things, the subject of religion 
was introduced: — when, turning to him, I said, 
"I will take the liberty, Sir, to tell you,*your ex- 
perience." I proceeded, consequently, — and re- 
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minded him of the manner, in which he had been 
admonished of God, to repentance in early life: — 
how he had stifled conviction; and strove to con- 
ceal his religious impressions; — what had been 
his exercises, latterly, with regard to his rfuty, — 
to God, — his neighbour, — and to himself! The 
man appeared surprised, that an utter stranger, 
should accost him thus: and sometimes, he star> 
ed; and then again he laboured hard, to conceal 
the starting toar. But on my conclusion, he 
said, ^^I am not disposed, Madam, to contradict 
any thing you say." '^I belong in the town of 
Durham, in the State of New Hampshire; and I 
was trained, in the Presbyterian order; but never 
made any public profession of religion; nor have 
1 yet seen fit, so to do." So he bade us, an af- 
fectionate farewell, and we saw him no more. 

April 20th. I reached my dear brother's, in 
Arasbury, (Mass.) after an absence from him, of 
nearly four years. We were both rejoiced to see 
each other's faces again, — having been separated 
for such a distance, both of revolving thne^ and 
space. Mountains had risen, rivers glided, and 
oceans rolled between! yet a merciful Creator, 
had made us, the objects of His care: and had 
brought us together, beneath the same shade 
again, to mingle our tears, of sorrow, and of 

But upon due enquiry, into the state of my 
health, he b^gan to express much concern for 
me; and being a physician, he requested, that I 
should tarry with him, until my health might be 
regained: — saying, '4f you will stay with me, 1 
W^\ make you well." I tarried a day or two, and 
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felt far more anxiety, if possible, for him. With 
his conversation on the subject of religion, I was 
far from being satisfied. Although I believed, it 
chiefly designed, to "cloak himself;" lest he 
should be obliged to confess, the whole truth. 
Having but feeble health, however, I was quite 
©vercome, from a sense of what "seemed, im- 
pending." I saw, as it were, the sable curtain of 
death, hung around! And his walls to me ap- 
peared, as gloomy as the walls of a. prison. Not- 
withstanding, he tenderly urged my stay, (Oh, I 
should bitterly reflect, if I dared) 1 could not be 
persuaded! Was it any wonder, — to a discern- 
ing mind, that things appeared thus.^ — t^hen, in 
less than one year, his "wife" became a widow! 
his little praUing "babe" an orphan! — and his 
"house" was left desolate! 

I entreated him with all the concern imagina- 
ble, to live for God, and for eternity: — as I view- 
ed his days, few on the earth,' and death swift ap- 
proaching! He desired to know, what, I would 
have him to do. He wronged, no one, as he al- 
leged, — and strove to fultil the duties of his pro- 
fession, according to the utmost of his ability. I 
told him, that I wished him, to have always, "a 
conscience void of offence^ towards God, and to- 
toards we»:" — and that, he should give his pa- 
tients, good counsel, respecting their eternal 
state: — pray with them, as circumstances requir- 
ed: — set up family prayer, in his own house, &c. 
&c. All this, he did not deny: Arid he appeared 
to be sorry, that he should cause me, so much 
anxiety. His wife too, saw fit to palliate his er- 
rors, by lidding, "He^ don't mean what be has 
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said. But he talks for tlie sake of argument, and 
to hear what you reply*" 

He kindly brought us on the way, to our fa^ 
ther's; and as we parted, I hung upon him still; 
yea, I held him by the hand, and with tears en- 
treated, — saying, ^4 cannot give you up, Philip! 
I may never have opportunity of seeing you 
again! Death is very near, to one of us; and 
will you tell me, that you "tut// serve the Loi'd,^^ 
So from the fulness of my heart, I bade him fare-' 
well: — we then took the stage, and in one hourV 
time we reached home. 

Consequently, after an absence of three years,, 
and six months; 1 was brought once more, to see 
the place, that gave me birth. As I alighted fron> 
the stage; my father, who had come to assist mo 
out, turned his back, and wept: as I imagine, 
from a sense of gratitude, that he was spared, ta 
see my face again qn earth. (But Oh.' how shorl 
the space, and I saw this my dear father, close hi» 
eyes on all below!) My mother also, soon met 
me at the door, whose looks expressed, the joy of 
her heart, on seeing me once more. I was like- 
wise received, by all the house as "one from the 
deady Tea, I could say, / once was dead; but 
I am alive again! — / was /o«/;-^6trf, am J found T 

I found all of the family much as I had iefl 
them; except that, two bf my sisters had mar- 
ried; and removed a short distance from home. 
And my fathe/'s health, was somewhat low; al- 
though it was not viewed, as any thing serious; 
particularly, at that time. 

Thus, after a circuit round, of nearly fifteen 
thousand miles; I ranged, those fields again,-^ 
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Mrhere had been my youthful rambles; and where, 
my earliest days of childish-folly, sped. All ap* 
peared like a dream? That the "wide Atlantic," 
had ever rolled between, I scarcely could be- 
lieve! I now looked back, as it were, with trem- 
bling, on the teti-thousand snares, that had been 
4aid for my feet, from which 1 had escaped, as a 
bird from the snare of the fowler: and I could 
exclaim, "What 'thanks,' do I owe to the Author, 
and Guardian of my life! and Move,' a boundless 
store, — that I yet live! that I am, thus far, 
brought off a conqueror, of all my powerful foes: 
Yea, and even more ^Hkan a conqueror,^^ — through 
^'Uioi that has lovedy and given himself, for meP^ 
' The language, of the great Apostle to the 
<jentiles, I could adopt, and say, ^^ I have been in 
perils of waters j in perils of robbers j in perils cf 
my own counlrymenj in perils by the heathen y in 
perils in the cityy in perils tn the wilderness j in per' 
Us in the sea, in perils among false brethren: in 
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness; — and unto this present hour, I have no 
eertain dwelling-place ,^^ 

I had been in prisons, and prison-ships. I had 
been amidst showers of istones, powder, fire, 
Msnow-balls, ice, &c. &c. I had been before a 
-"Bar of Justice," a lonely foreigner. I had 
been saluted by the roar of cannon, and other 
implements of war. I had been on the raging 
<ocean tossed, — amidst cold, wintry-winds, and 
^chilling storms; — half-stiffened, with cold, — hal/^ 
#tifled with smoke; — and ivith constant heaving^, 
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by sea-sickacss, scarce able from my hard pillow, 
to raise my head, (in one, or more instance, un- 
able to take, even to a drop of water, for relief, 
within the space of twenty-eight hours;) and my 
companion likewise, in a situation, similar to my- 
self. But after all thi?, we sustained no injury: 
and I could therefore, say with the Psalmist, 
^* Though I pass through the dark valley ^ cf the 
shadow of death, 1 will fear no evil: for even 
there, also, thy rod, and thy staff, — Ihey, shall com- 
fort Jine." 

I continued, myself, still in a feeble state of 
health; and (even as in Boston) it was a matter 
of doubt with me, how it would terminate. I felt, 
however, lesigned to go; and the ** songs of vic- 
tory" already enkindling on my tongue. Many 
times, in my life, I had come near to Heaven's 
door, as I thought, and could even cast a raptu- 
rous glance within; and participate the joys of 
the ransomed, Glorified Host; — but now, 1 felt 
nearer to God, and my eternal state, than ever I 
had felt before. Yea, I verily thought, that if I 
were now certain, that my end was come; I 
should quick begin, the sweetest song, that ever 
fired my tongue ;"of Hallelujahs to the Lord: 
that should increase to **immortal anthems," 
which could never, never, cease! 

Before leaving Boston, I could see my way, to 
my father's; and I believed I should reach that 
place; but I could see, nothing beyond it. All, 
there, looked like a dreary-desert; and it appear- 
ed, that somewhat special, would befall me there; 
but what, I was not ctble to determine. Also, 
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from a dream* I had, at that time, I believed 
great afflictions awaited me. In the dream, I 
saw myself, upon a rock, a few yards square, 
which was surrounded of the ocean: excepting a 
narrow foot-path, that led to the main-land. — 
There, the billows were breaking, very violently, 
over my head; and threatening tq destroy me; 
on which account, I thought I removed to an op- 
posite corner of the rock ; where, behold was a 
hollow, that was black and dismal as the grave. 
There, I found the waves dashing, still heavier 
against me, and burying me, in the depth be- 
neath: insomuch that I began to cry, Now, I 
shall be swallowed up; and there is no escaping 
it! I, however, found the way off; and I did not 
understand how. I paw myself, by a Tery sudden 
transition, upon a widely extended plain; where, 
was the most delightful prospect, as far as the eye 
could reach; and there, the birds of the air, 
filled the Heavens, with their melody. On being 
awaked, I considered seriously this matter; and 
questioned, '* Whether, those gloomy-shades, were 
not my own bury ing-place; and the vast, delight- 
ful fields,— the 'immortal plains, of glory," that 
I soon should range. And whether, the swee# 
eongs, that so delighted mine ear, were not the 
seraph's elevated strain, ^^far above all Heavens,^^ 
But I could never make it appear, fully, like my 

* I do not think it proper, at all times, to pay regard to 
dreams. But I im certain, that God has not unTroquently 
spoken to me, in dreams, and in visions of the night: — (ac- 
cording to what is written. Job, &c. &c.) and that, the re- 
ality, I shall, one day, prove, — whether I hear, or whether I 
forbear. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VICISSITUDES iLLUSTKATJiD, &.C. 10§ 

own burying- place; nor was I able at that time, 
particularly, to comprehend it. 

I had valuable writings by me, which I had be- 
lieved, I should publish to the world: (for the 
benefit of many — when I, might be sleeping in 
the dust,) and as none other, than myself, was 
capable of doing this; I hence, could never un- 
derstand it, consistent with Jehovah, to take me 
away in the integrity of my heart; ere that work, 
had been completed. Those writings, I had com- 
menced; and continued for a succession of years; 
by faith in God; and they had been, as a sort of 
life-buoy, to me; both upon the land, and on the 
sea. In case, any danger threatened, my mind 
was always quick transmitted to them: and, said I, 
"Is there unrighteousness, with God?" Will He 
enjoin it to me, to spend a great portion of my 
time, and labour on earth in this work; and then, 
without any special provocation, cut me off in 
the completion of it: so that my efforts, and 
highest expectations, with it all, at last, be buried 
in the dust? No; God forbid, that I should ever 
distrust, "His goodness, or his power!" Mean, 
ungrateful thoughts, begone! Faith is njy shield. 
And, when my voice, is lost in death; may my 
labours still exist; (even for the encouragement 
of multitudes, that come after, to "love and fear'* 
the Lord) till time^ shall be no more! 

I had felt for some months, a remarkable hur- 
rying with my affairs; as though every thing, 
must be done as it were, in a day. Something 
great appeared at hand. And that there was no ' 
time, to slumber; but that, all should be awake, 
cmd at their posts! 1 found all, about honJ^> 
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however, very low in religion. 1 attended a nom- 
ber of their meetings, and as my strength admit- 
ted, I gave some exhortation: and 1 wds glad to 
find, of the young beginners that I left; the 
greater part, though low, still desirous to see the 
end of the christian-journey. 

After one week, I visited Exeter; and ip much 
weakness, I spoke twice, at the Christian M. 
house. There, I was glad to find, a new society 
raised up, during my absence, that loved, and 
served God. I spent two days, and attended to 
the publication of a book,* presented me in Ire- 
latid; (and that I thought it duty, to get reprinted 
in America:) and then, I returned to my father's. 

I soon after, visited New-Castle; and spent 
some agreeable hours with my dear friends of 
that place. The greater part, of the large num- 
ber, I had seen, in former years, broug-ht home 
to God, stood firm, as on the rock of ages; but 
some had fallen asleep, I attempted to preach to 
them, twice, and it was a melting, solemn time. 
The Lord was there reviving His work, under 
the instrumentality of Elder Peavy. My strength 
was stiU on the decline; and I was able to con- 
verse but little. Some of my kifid mothers there, 
desired my stay, that they might aid towards the 
recovery of my health. I thanked them, for 
their tender care; but as I wished to see friends, 
of other places, before I made a stop: — it was only 
a word — and a look — and then I was gone! - 

At Portsmouth, I was happy in spending a 
•hort time, with my dear friends, B. C. and wife. 

^ The Life and Ministry of Ann Freeman. 
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X had ever proved them, kind and faithful: and 
ready at all times, to ministerto my aid in sick- 
ness, and in health. The God of all consola- 
tion, make them '*a» a tree planted by rivers of 
neater:''^ — and whatever they undertake, to prosper 
in their hands. 

Other dear friends of Portsmouth, I rejoiced 
much to meet; particularly the widow *'#*****j 
whose roof 1 had left, to embark for the first 
time, upon the wide Atlantic. On coming again 
to the place, and finding her husband, no more: 
it brought fresh to my memory, the srngular sen- 
sations, with which I left the dwelling*, more 
than three years before. 

* It happened, that a night or two, prior to sailing on my 
long voyage; being in bed, at a late hour of the iiight, "a 
death-like shadow, of a human being,*' or the form of a man, 
(as it seemed) stood erect before me. My blood chiJlecT, as 
I gazed for a moment, — then turning my head, as it were, 
to recover my breath, behold it was gone! Kot knowing 
how to account for such an appearance ; and believing it to 
be, no pergonal visitor, (which I was never accustomed to 
receiving at such an hour:) I concluded hence to give no 
alarms bat to try to compose myself, till morning. Conse- 
quently, I early related to the family, what Ijiad^itnessed ; 
and renaarked to thedl, that "I had no idea, of its being any 
personal appearance:j' but, as it seemed, **was ominous of 
a visitation by death, to some member of the house.** 
The shock, it gave me — as if it were something — great and 
awful — that was to follow — 1 was not rid of, for many days 
ensuing! And I said to them, farthermore, that in case, any 
rach thing subsequently occurred, I should be able to compre- 
^Qid it: but if not, it would remain, wrapped in mystery, till 
the Great Day, that should unfold, ail secret things. Th« 
man, of the house, was disposed to make light of it, as a 
(jWmera, or a fancy. But admitting it t* be, merely imagi^. 
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I was not able to labour in P. to any purpose: 
although an appointment was made for me, froia 
the p^esSy to speak at the Christian M. house: 
but without my consent: — and without my know- 
ledge, it was also recafled. This they were wel- 
come from me, to do; as I felt insufficient for 
public labour: and most grateful, for the privi- 
lege, of holding my peace. 

1 returned to my sister's in Greenland, and 
spake at the Methodist chapel. From thence I 
proceeded to my other sister's^ and spoke in the 
school-house of N. Hampton. I then returned 
home, and held one meeting, at the iun, near my 
father's; where my honored father was present 
to hear me — as it proved — for the last timef 
Here, I was resigned to stop: feeliog sensible 
that my work was about home, for a space. I 
therefore, spent my time principally in preparing 
my ^^journal" for publication; which I intended 
presenting to the world, as soon as Providence 
might see fit to clear my way. 

I leceived a very encouraging letter, from Uali- 
fiax, (N. S.) at this time; that the souls I had 
seen converted there, remained atedfast; and that 
the work of God, was then, very powerfully pro- 

nadon; I think tbere most have been a good, first cause, 
even for that: i. e. that the man might have another solemn 
warning, of what was swiftly hastenug upon him, before it 
was too late. In a few months af&r, I learned — that he 
weat out of the house on business, at a Uite hour of the 
niffbt; and as it was supposed, accidentally fell from the 
wEarf; and so was seen no more! ! To be over crednloos, 
is not well! To disregard every warning voice, is madaefiB»y 
and folly! 
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gressing among them. I likewise received a se- 
cond letter, from St. John's, in New Brunswick; 
that "the work, which burst out when I was 
there; had continued to spiead, as a flame until 
that lime; and in consequence, a number of new 
societies had been formed, and preaching houses 
built, &c. where the Lord delighted, to manifest 
liis glory.'' 

A letter also from my Elizabeth came to hand: 
which, by reason of my having neglected keVy for 
a longtime, slie directed to my sister; which I 
here deem it proper to subjoin — read as follows: 

Gene\*a, May 3d, 1831. 
Dear Friend in Christ, — My apology for the 
liberty I take in writing this to you; is to ascer- 
'tain if possible, what has become of dear sister 
Nancy. I call almost every day for a letter; but 
return from the office, wondering **what is the 
reason, she does not write." I thought of writ- 
ing to her parents, but rather shrunk from it: till 

looking over one of yours, to N , bearing 

date, &.C. I remaine'd not altogether insensible, of 
the current of goodness, that flowed to me: and 
strengthened me in my resolutions, of addres- 
sing you. Understand, Dear Christian Friend, 

that the memory of N ; though she may sleep 

in the dust, will never be erased from my mind. 
She has deigned, to admit me, as an assistant in 
her arduous, yet glorious work. 1 have been 
with her, in perils by sea, in perils by land, in 
perils by my own countrymen, in perils among 
false brethren. We have together rejoiced, at 
the melting voice of converts to our master: and 
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together have we struggled, for stout-hearted sin- 
ners! — but relatives must be obeyed, in some 
measure. Dear sister Towle. is separated from 
me. 

Will you be so kind as to write to me immedi- 
ately, on receiving this; and let me know, wheth- 
er she is yet alive; and where she is? O, that 
she maybe strengthened of the Almighty! and 
yet cause many more, to sing for joy! What a 
numerous company, methinks, will praise her 
Master, that He ever sent so faithful an handmaid 
to minister to them! May I try to be alike, de- 
voted to my Saviour! and though we be sepa- 
rated here, for a season, I trust we are both aim- 
ing for, and shall meet in the same Haven: (), 
happy thought — meet, to never again say adieu! 

Permit me to ask, "How is the work of grace, 
prospering with you?" How soon will human 
life terminate! O, may we all be alive to Christ! 
Sometimes, please remember the associate, of 
your amiable sister. Her parents have my 
best wishes: please to accept the same yourself: 
from — Elizabeth Venner. 

P. S. I am pleasantly situated in Geneva, a 
little aside from the crowd, keeping house for my 

brother W . Since the visit of N , to this 

place; a glorious shower has fallen upon C»eneva. 
About three hundred souls, have been hopefully 
converted to God; and united with the different 
churches, &c. &c. 

Your's, in the best of bond^, 
E. V. 

My dear brother P , was suddenly attacke<i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VICISSITUDES ILLUSTttAT£D| &C. 115 

by disease at this period, which much alarmed 
the house; especially myself, from the impression 
I had previously had, respecting him. I there- 
fore took my pen and wfote to him that I felt 
very doubtful^ of his recovery. But on condi- 
tion of his making an unreserved surrender of 
himself, and all his concerns into the hands of 
God; for time and eternity: I believed he might 
be raised again : otherwise, it to me appeared, 
he would be cut off. I had suggested to him, 
while at his house, that t should continue to pray 
for him; and even, that "he might be saved, by 
any means:" that losses, crosses, and afflictions^ 
might be his lot; till he gave his heart, undivided- 
ly, to the Lord; for I had rather he would go to 
Heaven, without a right hand, or a right eye; 
than go to Hell, amidst the brightest sun-beams, 
of all human glory ! And moreover, that I be- 
lieved, in case, he ever lodged in the regions of 
woe; the very lowest-pit would be his doom: — 
having had, so many warnings, prayers, and tears, 
sent after him; that he might be spared; at all e- 
vents, if be was going to Hell, it was not at any 
cheap rate. Wherefore, I began now to think, th« 
I^ord had taken the work, into His ownVi ands; 
and it must be speedily — life or death! now or 
never! In all our admonitions to him, however, 
we ever saw him pleasant and forbearing; and ac- 
cording to the natural bias of his mind, ready to 
treat all men, especially his best friends^ with 
tenderness and respect. 

But from that fit of illness, he soon recovered 
in a great degree, and as he was wont, to think 
little, of his own infirmities, so K6 was incrned to 
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do, of this. And from hence, the Adversary 
then took an advantage of me; suggesting, that 
*'I had been deceived; and my brother would 
know, h'ow much to regard my word, for the time 
to come.'' 1 therefore said very little to him af- 
terwards, upon the subject of religion; (and in- 
deed my mouth, from that time, seemed to be 
closed,) and I hoped, that I might be deceived in 
his^case: or that he did, lead a praying life; and 
would yet spend many years, of usefulness and 
comfort, in the world. 

My dear father's health, seemed still, giadual- 
ly declining; but he appeared apprehensive him- 
self, of no danger as threatening him, from so 
slight an infirmity. As to my own health, it now 
seemed slowly improving: and I began to under- 
stand, that it was not myself, yet, that was to be 
released from my arduous toils, for a sinful world. 

Having therefore, laboured for some weeks, at 
my pen, what I was able to do; and not feeling 
yet liberty, to put my writings to the press: 1 
began to be troubled in spirit, and I could not 
rest. I wished to know the cause. The idea of 
doing wrong; either in staying where I was, or in 
going to any other place, was truly painful; but 
my disquietude increased. I went to Hampton 
Falls and held one meeting; where 1 found that 
God was with me: and I felt my heart, strongly 
drawn out again, to publish "His word," to the 
dying sons of men. 

I desired much, to know the providential way. 
I thought of leaving home; but I cast a look of 
trembling, at my father. My sisters, observing 
my disquietude, said to me one day/**Tou art? un- 
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bappy!" But, said I, ^^ Do not understand me^ 
that it is, upon my own ac<:ount." ^'I am troub- 
led; and it is for youi" ^^^7} with one con- 
sent began to say, '*We do not wisb you, to 
trouble yourself for us!" fiut who, by search- 
ing, can understand God? His ways are wonder- 
ful, and past finding out. All, of the house, had 
seemingly, strove in every possible way, to con- 
tribute to my enjoyment; but still, on my heart 
the burden lay ^ that nothing short of Almighty 
power, it was evident, could dispel. 

i felt a drawing towards ^e south; and as the 
struggle of my mind increased; I concluded to 
go as far as Rostoa, and try to find, what the 
Lord would have me, to do^ A«cordingly, hav- 
ing some business ^out th^ booki), I had then 
gotten published; I took the skige for Boston: — 
but as I lefl, it appeared, I was only going for a 
day or two; and should be there, again. 1 could 
not see, neithi3r,how this could be, under the pres- 
ent existing circumstances; but, so it was. 

On reaching Boston, I strove to know the end 
of my impressions; and whether it was duty to 
go farther south, or not. I found a strong desire^ 
still reignic^, to go; but there were obstacles in 
the way, that I could aot surmount; and which; 1 
must await the Lord's own time, to remove. I 
attended a number of meetings; and fouod the 
door for my public labours in. tho place, in a 
great measure, closed. Although, soon lifler 
teaching the city, I had 'such a manifestation of 
the love of Christ towards my own soul,' as I bad 
scarcely ever before known. And I saw very 
clearly, how we could rejoice always; andineverif 

H 
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thing give thanks : viz. By receiving every afilic* 
tive dispensation, of God's providence, as a bles* 
sing in disguise! — remembering also what was 
written for our **comfort," ^^Jill things^ shall 
work together for their goodj who love Gfod." I 
felt that I had been, too ungrateful for Heaven's 
blessings, so ncblj bestowed on me; and that it 
was necessary, I should be in a measure deprived 
of them, in order to learn, more gratitude to the 
kind Author thereof; and better, how to im- 
prove such as were lent, for the years, that were 
to come. My heart, was therefore lifted, to praise 
the Lord! — And I felt it to be, as the day of my 
espousal! — Yea, that if I descended into Hell, God 
was there! — and even there, I would praise Him^ 
for the least of His mercies shown! 

After a few days, I found occasion to return to 
Newbury port: and I spoke once, at the steeple 
school-house in Newbury. I was likewise hap- 
py in the privilege, of speaking a number of 
times, at the Christian M. house, at Salisbury- 
Point. The church there, had been in great dis- 
order; by reason of the disgraceful procedure, of 
C C. who had been a preacher among them, for 
some months; but who was formerly, attached 
to the Methodists. The wound, caused in the 
church, I found as far healed, as could have 
been expected; but some of the members still, 
were in a very low, deranged state, ^and hardly 
knowing how to place any confidence, either in 
themselves, or in any being else. In such a 
time of sifting, with the church; the weak and 
the weary traveller, finds it hard to withstand, 
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the beating winds of temptation: and he is oflea 
gone with the multitude ! 

From Newbury, I went to Ipswich; and ap- 
plied for the Methodist chapel, which the preach- 
er chose to occupy himself: — so being an utter 
stranger in the place; and seeing fit to remain so; 
I went to Essex. In this place I was likewise 
strange: and where, I found they had engaged a 
sort of Methodist, to preach to them: So I must 
wait, till he had concluded, or he should lose his 
hire: but with the privilege of exhorting when he 
had 4one; and of appointing a third meeting. 
That 1 submitted to do; and gave them warning, 
of the judgments of God impending; and left 
them, /i*ec from their blood. There I felt the pow- 
er of reformation ; and had told the people, I was 
about to see at some place, the salvation of God 
in the conversion of sinners. 

I went direct to Salem; though not with any 
design of tarrying; but I felt forbidden, lo pass 
through the place. So I took lodgings at the 
inn (which was held of one, that was once a com- 
panion of mine in studies, at the Academy in 
Hampton,) and attended the meeting of the Chris- 
tian society. There I saw an end of my im- 
pression — a great number anxiously enquiring, 
ff'hat they must do to be savedl This afforded me 
great joy. But Mr. G. K. called the next day, 
to tell me, his people, did pot believe in the 
.-preaching of females. Though himself, in for- 
mer years, had baptized perhaps some scores, 
brought to the Lord, by my instrumentality.— 
But when pride predominates, of the fear of God; 
or the love of souls; we expect but little. ^''They 
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look, every man foi* gain, frotfi his mim qtktrlerP^ 
At the Methodist chapel an appointment was 
made for me, from the press; and Mr. F. (their 
preacher) received me, in a manner, worthy of 
his character, as *^a JaUhful servant of Jesus 
Chrisi.^^ I spent two weeks, with great delight 
in the place; and saw mueh cf the glory of Crod, 
To the people of Salem, I owe much gratitude^ 
for the manj favours, they were pleased, on me 
to bestow! 

On reaching Salem, I fek powerfully drawn to 
write to my father; and could not rest: although 
I had learned nothing of him, from the time of 
my leaving home. I accordingly wrote, *'That, I 
viewed death coming, post-haste upon him! And 
that I did not feel, altogether satis^ed, with his 
present attainments; but besought him, to set his 
house in order, jor he would di^, and not live P^ 

I came from J^alem to Boston; where, after 
transacting some of my book-concerns, I begaa 
to look about me to find, if 1 was ready to pre^ 
eeed on, to the soulb: but there seemed to be 
somewhat still, holding me — all was not quite 
ready. While I was thus, in preparation to go; 
a letter was banded me, (by the driver of the 
stage,) direct fron» my sister Mary: containing 
the painful intelligence, ^Uhat o«r dear father, was 
failing very fast; and they were very fearful, that 
they soon should be obliged to part with him." 

Notwithstanding my presentiments of bis ap- 
proaching dissolution; I had hoped to the con- 
trary; even that I might be mistaken likewise in 
his case. But now I buried him, as it were, at 
once: and gave vent to my bitter grief, by weep- 
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ing aloiidy for some time. Not being able to 
reach home that day; I gave myself to earnesf 
prayer, in his behalf: even that his evidence for 
Heaven, might be brightened; and with the set- 
fiDg-auo of mortal life; that th« "«tm of righte^ 
ousnessy^^ might illuminate his son); until mar-' 
talUy, at length, should be swallowed up of ''ever- 
lashng lifey While thns, engaged in fervent 
prayer for him; my sighings, all, were turned, to 
soDgd of praise. And 1 felt that, my father's 
' house,, was not a house of fMmrningy and desola- 
Hon; bat that, the ^^Lord was there :^^ and tho 
voice of praise, and thanksgiving, resoimded m 
his dwelling. 

Aug. 29th. I sat out again for home: and while 
on my way, 1 felt confident that I should find our 
dear father, happy in God. That, I thank the 
Lord, I did, in a good degree? As I entered the 
room: his looks expressed, the strong emotions 
of his heart, on seeing me return. I told him, 
that 1 was jusi setting off— to see him as it ap- 
pcarecl — on earth, no more: but the Lord, had 
twice frustrated my designs; and now I saw the 
reason, why. He replied, "The Iftord has been 
rery good to me." Yes, added I, "The evi- 
dence I had gained: and could rejoice, that God 
was now your Friend: and that He would prove 
to the end, *a tery present helper^^ in this time of 
need! 

He appeared very low; but was able to cori- 
rerse considerably. The family I found in great 
affliction; but much relieved, from the humble 
resignation our father had manifested, to kind 
Heaven's disposal. Upon enquiry^ I learned of 
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him; that th^ same day, the letter reached me io 
Boston; the clouds, in a great measure, disap- 
peared from his mind; and rtie day following, the 
words were applied, with great comfort, to his 
heart, "/ am not come io call Hit righteous^ but siH' 
ners to repentance.'*^ 

He said to me, moreover, "After I had given 
it up, that I should never be raised again from a 
sick-bed; I strove, for some days, to hold on, by 
my own good works: and to plead their merits, 
for acceptance with God. But I was made to see 
at last, thai all my own righteousness was as JiUhy 
rags; and that I was a poor, lost and helpless 
sinner; having nothing to commend me, to the 
favour of the Lord; and without His pardoning 
love and grace, my end must be — that I perish 
forever. It was then, though the chief of sin- 
ners. He seemed to smile on me; and own me, 
as His child! I now feel resigned, said be, 
either to die, or to live; as it pleaseth God, to 
deal with me. Should I be raised up, it might 
* be, that I should forsake God; and become 
worldfy-minded again: therefore, it may be, that 
I am as well prepared to go now, as I ever shall 
be; — so I can say, ^^The wUl of the Lord be 

In the course of a day or two^ I took the liber- 
ty to ask him, (as I thought it might be a com- 
fort to me to know, at some future period,) "What 
would be his choice, concerning n^e: — whether, 
that I should settle in life, as his other children, 
had done: or that I should continue, as I had be- 
gun, in ranging broad-creation. 'S He replied, 
"I have no cfioico abeut that. I don't Vnow, but 
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thai I am as willing, you iB^|j| |jg a w» y<M do, as 
in any other way. I neverdocffiffeel but that it 
W5LS yojir duty, so to do: and it is evident, the 
JLord has been with you; or you never would 
have prospered — as it is plain, that you have 
done." This, was much, for an indulgent parent, 
to sayf And I believe that few exist; who have 
love enough to God, and the souls of men; to 
give up a child, — (of the same description, of 
myself) to such a scene of conflicts — as he, was 
well aware, that I had endured. Yea, this to me, 
was what spt>ke volumes! 

He had wound up his business; and seemed to 
be done with earthly concerns. He desired of 
his children, that they would all try to be more 
faithful to God, than himself had been: — and 
*^Meet him in Glory:" saying "Some one of you 
will quickly follow me, beyond the grave." I 
asked him, one day, if he had never thought it 
his duty, to pray in his family — as that, he never 
bad been in a habit of doing. He replied. No! 
*'I have ever thought it my duty to pray in secret: 
and that He^ who seeth in secret was ahlejio reivard 
me openly. ^^ 

Some one of the family asked him, "Whether, 
death had any terror to hinj." To which, he re- 
plied, "I cannot say, it has no terror." "But 
death does not appear, as it used to do." To- 
wards, the many neighbors and friends, that call- 
ed upon him; he manifested much tenderness and 
readiness to converse; but to them, of his own 
attainments, he always spoke with reserve. He 
was afraid of professing, too great things, (as he 
expressed:)— and he would therefore, reply, "I 
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hope, the Lord is with me. But I find little sfl* 
tisfaction in looking back: — we are however, to 
forget the things that are behind^ and press on to 
those lohich are before^ I indeed listened with sur- 
prise, to the conversation of my father; consid- 
ering the vast change that had taken place in 
him, from the time I had last left home, to the 
present period. His apprehension, was now un- 
usually quick; his memory strong; and all the 
powers of his mind elevated, above what I bad 
ever witnessed before. From God proceeds, not 
the "spirt/ of f tar; but of power ^ and of lovcy and 
rf a sound mindP^ 

On the 7th of September, I arose in the morn- 
ing uncommonly strong in God. Indeed, I had 
enjoyed some of the most Heavenly seasons of 
my life, by my father's sick-bed. But more es- 
pecially, as the morning of the seventh, com- 
menced, — such a melodious voice, followed me, 
as I never before had heard. Soon aQer read- 
ing the 136th Psalm, and praying together, I be- 
gan to pay attention to the sound. It appeared 
to increase, (even till noon-tide,) and now, to 
be ringing all around me. I ca.st mine eye, over 
the earth, and said, "Where have I ever heard 
such melody as this? In any revival, where tbe 
Lord, has poured out of His spirit, and caused 
His people, to sing for joy; have I ever heard 
any thing like, thisV^ "No!" — I stopped again; 
musing, whether I did actual!/ hear, any ex- 
ternal voice; (i. e. with the natural ear;) or 
whether it was a mental sound, alone. I decided 
the latter; although it seemed as audible, as any 
voice, that penetrated the natural organ. I tdrn* 
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^, at length, mine eye upward; and it appeared 
to fill the region of the air: and seemed, not un-> 
like the voice of the ^ ^ multitude ^^^ that sang at a 
Saviour's birth, ^^Olory to God in the highest P^ — 
^^ Hallelujah P^ — Hallelujah! — Praise ye the Lord! 

I went to my father's bed-side, and told him 
what I heard: and <*That the Angels had encamp^ 
edy around about; that awaited the summons^ to 
convey him home!" He heard, with a look of 
cheerfulness; and remained silent, for a number 
of hours. He-then, broke out, and said, "I feel 
that, which 1 never felt before!" *'I am novr 
ready to go!" Said one, "Have you no desire, 
to stay, a little longer?" He replied, ''No!" 
" To depart and he tcith Christ, is far better, than 
to be here!^^ Another rejoined, *'You are now 
ready, are you; and longing to be gone?" He 
answered, "Yes!" "There is nothing in this 
world, worth staying for." 

At 4 o'clock P. M. we discovered, that the 
last, closing scene was come. And that our dear 
father, was leaving us;~to be seen, of us, no 
more! Some of the neighbours, therefore, were 
called in; and six of his children being present: 
when we saw, the unvarying harbingers of death y 
beginning to appear. My mother said to him, 
again, "Does the liord continue with you ?" He 
replied, "I hope He does." We, some of us, 
then took his hand — already, cold in deaths and 
said, "Father, fare-you-well!" But behold, he 
was gone! Oh! the piercing thought, that he 
could speak to us, no more! He had just, plung- 
ed down the brink, of death* s cold stream! — be- 
yond; oar narrow view. It was, but a moment; 
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and the weary wheeh-of-lifej stood still! Without 
a struggle, or a groan, he fell asleep! But ^faith/ 
pursued that spirit where she fled. Far, far, be* 
yond these mortal shores, she joined the glitter- 
ing'band. They beckoned her away! Yea, they 
tuned their golden-lyres, when (he glad day^ was 
ushered in, to bring the pilgrim home! 

Our mother, was now lefl a widow: but, thank 
the Lord, she could say, ^^I still have a Husband; 
Companion; Friend; that never dies!" And chil- 
dren, nine in number, were now left fatherless: 
but, bless the Lord, they too, could say, ''One is 
our Father, Brother, Friend; which is in Heav- 
en: and we, the objects; of His, peculiar care!" 

Funeral services, were attended at his dwell* 
ing, on the 9th instant, by Elder Moses Howe, of 
Portsmouth: and, an appropriate discourse de* 
livered from, Numb. 23 and 10th. *'^Let me die 
the death of the righteous; and let my last endj bt 
like Aw." A vast concourse of people were pres- 
ent, on the occasion: and he was attended to the 
grave, by a large number of relatives, who felt 
truly sensible of their loss. With them, I had 
the privilege of being one! (yea we all, together 
met; but it was, for the last time; till we all, a- 
^ain appear, at the judgment seat of Christ.) 
The ground I saw, where our beloved father, 
quietly reposes; and many others, that once were 
dear to me; but, I bade that place, adieu. His 
children, some, may have their last abode with 
him; but to the farthermost-verge of the earth, 
it may be mine, to enter ''the cold dominion of 
the king of terrors." From (hem, I have been 
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separated, in life; I expect to be divided, in death; 
*'But, may I have my friends, again:" 
"In one, eternal day!" 

The christian experience, of my father, was 
not a little remarkable. A brief account of which 
I deem it not improper, here, that I should give. 

During the third year of my travels abroad; 
(while laboring at Newbury port) I happened to 
be led home; and found my father, very ill. At 
which time I took the liberty to ask him, If he 
felt himself, prepared to die: and added, **I nev- 
er heard you yet say. Father, whether you ever 
knew the pardoning love of Christ, or not; and I 
now should be glad, if you would tell me, for my 
own satisfaction.'' 

He began, very cheerfully, and said, '*Yes, I 
think sometimes, I have known what it was, to 
pass Jrom deatkurito life. When I was a youth 
of twenty-two, I was much troubled about my 
future state; and for some months, 1 could gain 
no relief. No one could tell me, in that dark 
age, the cause of my distress. I became, at 
length, so ill, that I thought myself, diseased in 
body; and took to my bed. When, the minister* 
of the town, was sent for; to make me a visit, and 
find out the cause of my complaint. 

That he accordingly did; and gave me, as 
good advice, as he was capable of giving to any 
one; saying, '* Philip, I am sorry to see you, 
thus troubled! You have always been a clever, 
ntcady lad; and done no evil to any one. And 
JI9W, to ^oin the church; and go into lively copn- 

♦ 3Vfr. Thayer, Congregatioiialfet. 
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paiiy; and wear oflT yoar dejection; is the best 
thing) you crtn db: aiid so, give yoarsck" no more 
uneasiness. '^ 

But I fe^h nobetteF, for sueb counsel; (contin- 
vedy my father) however, I soon after, got out of 
doors to the field: and it canoe to mtnd^ one day, 
that I should go to the barn, and fall on my knees, 
and pray the Lord, to forgWe my sins! 1 left my 
Work, added he, and that I accordingly did. — 
When, jail my trouble quickly vanished away; amd 
my heart was filBed^ with love, and peace I I wa» 
Tery happy, and my joy continued for some iime: 
but I knew not what to make of it; and the thinga 
being strange,, also^ to all others; i therefore 
kept it to myself 

Nearly t^weniy years stder; the revival began id 
Ihe town, by the Baptists.'* 1 then found some^ 
ibr the first time,, thai understood what I had felt* 
As they spoke the things, tluu I knew, I had expe- 
nienced, I consequently^ took great delight, in 
going to meeting: fmd I wished to hear none 
ethers preach, but them. So I left all; and c«-ed 
not, what people said; ehooskiof, to go out of 
town, a number of miles to meeting, rather than 
hear any other. I used to take so much delight, 
in the things; thtrt I could seareely wait, for the 
sabbath to return: and this Idid, for a number of 
years. 

In tbe last revival, which was six years ago, I 
enjoyed much satisfaction. But I am sensible I 
bave been, toe worldly-minded: and if it should 
^ase tbe Lord, to spare me a little longer^ 1 

* Ot Free-wiD«rB as the j were called. 
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tim resolved not to Jive, as J have done." I con- 
sequently, took up my cross, and prayed night 
and morning, with my father; and I believe he 
was thankful, that he had one child, tt least, to 
come and pray by his bed-side, with him. I then 
returned to Newbury; believing that God, would 
yet spare him, a little longer; to be a comfort to 
his family, and useful in the world. 

In the revival, which took place, two years sub- 
sequent, to this; he did not appear to enjoy much 
vital piety: although, he still maintained, the 
same upright course of life, that he was always 
inclined to do. Four of his children at the time, 
becoming the subjects of the work; one would 
have supposed, a sufficient stimulous to him, t« 
servie the Lord, with the whole heart. But I be- 
lieve, the chief impediment with him, was, he 
had too much righteousness of his own, to enjoy 
much of that, which is alone, by the failh of the 
son of God. 

After my leaving (he country, for British 
America; and three years prior, to his decease; 
be was alarmed by a dream of the night : where^ 
in he saw, ^^That his end, w^s come; and he 
was unprepared, to meet God." (This, I had 
in a letter from my sister at the time: and also, 
from his own lips, upon his dying-bed.) From 
that, said he, ^^I was greatly distressed, and 
thought there was no mercy for me. 2^ome pro- 
fessors of religion, were called in, to pray for roe, 
but all to no purpose. I thought I had been liv- 
ing to no good use in the world; had sinned away 
the day of grace; and that there ngw, could be 
no mercy for me. I was thus on the very hor- 
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ders of despair: and was strongly tempted, to put 
a period, to my own existence, i finally appoint- 
ed a time, and place, where 1 intended to destroy 
my own life:"^ and then, I thought the family 
might enjoy some comfort, if 1 was gone! But, 
just before the time arrived; I was in the field, 
reflecting on my sad state; and, all at once, the 
words were sent, with mighty force, to my heart, 
**ijr ye have faith as a grain of mustard seedy ye 
shall say to this mountain, remove hence ^ arul it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unlo 
1/ou." Whereupon, of a sudden, my burden was 
removed; and faith sprang up, that ^^my sins 
were all blotted from the book of God's remem- 
brance." lie returned, sttaitway to the house, 
and called upon all within; and also, upon some 
of the neighbors passing by, to praise th^ Lord 
with him, that he had gained, a hope in Christ, of 
everlasting life! From this time, he remained 
calm and tranquil; but he ever entertained, many 
doubts and fears, that he never enjoyed, what 
other christians did. He still insisted, however, 
ll^at himself, or some member of the family, 
would soon exchange **time for eternity:" an4 
he consequently, set his family-aflairs, in order; 
made his Will; offered himself, as a candidate for 
baptism; (and wasemersed, by Elder £. Leavitt,) 
and so, continued, much the same, until his last 
confinement. He being, naturally of a reserved 

* The influence of the tempter, sometimes over the mindb, 
even of the best of christians, is very great; as exenaplified» 
in thOvCase of my father: and therefrom, may the Uied and 
the tempted,«be encouraged to hope in God; even in the 
most didicult, and dangerous times. 
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turn of mind, & apt to converse but little, therefore, 
(as I have before said;) he never discovered that 
degree of confidence, and hope in God, that many 
others do; and I believe, that if ever he lejoiced 
in the prospect of future blessedness; it wa^ with 
trembling. As a christian, I never thought my 
father, eminent in his attainments; but as a mor- 
alist, he would rank with the very chief ! Chris- 
tianity includes morality. But, if morality were 
sufficient to save the soul, why was not Saul of 
Tarsus, sav^d; when, touching the law, he was 
blameless.^ When the commandment came, ^'of 
tiwners," said he, ** I am the chiefs 

The following is an obituary notice, from the 
pen of, . 

DIED, 

In Hampton, (N. H.) Snpt. 7th, of a Cancer in 
the stomach. Col. Philip Towle, aged 61 : deeply 
add justly lamented, of a widow, nine children; 
three sons, and two daughters-in-law; and an 
only sister. As a husband, he was affectionate: 
as a father, indulgent: as a brother and neighbor, 
he was generous and obliging. Ministers of the 
Gospel, to whom his house was ever free; the 
poor, and the needy traveller, will readily attest 
to his benevolence. In principle he was a repub- 
lican; and ever evinced unshaken confidence, 
and unhesitating perseverance, in the cause of 
liberty, and equal rights. His moral character 
was unexceptionable; and amidst the pursuit of 
mortal honors, at an early period of life, he wm 
led also, to seek '< a title and treasure in iw 
Heavens^ glorious and immortal." Howbeit, of 
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religion, he made no profession, until three year^ 
prior to his decease; at which time, he was aroused 
to view, ^^eternal things impending:" and being 
with regard to his religious sentiments, a Free-will 
Baptist, he then professed '''faith in the LordJesu* 
ChrtMty^^ by cheerfully submitting to the ordinanca 
of baptism; sat his household affairs in order, 
alleging, ^^That he should soon be summoned, 
to weigh anchor, and unknown worlds explore!" 
His evidence of acceptance with God, however, 
was obscure, till within eleven days of his depar- 
ture; when he expressed, a perfect reconciliation, 
to the will of the Most High, come life, or come 
death. Aflet wards, calm and peaceful; whila 
rapidly gliding down the stream of life: his pros- 
pects of future glory continued to brighten, and 
at length, thejast solemn day, had ushered in up« 
on himf To his children, all, he gave the solemn 
charge. That they should meet him in glory! an4 
added, moreover, ''I am now ready to go. I de- 
sire on earth, tinoe no longer. '^ Shortly after, 
without a struggle or a groan, his happy spirit 
quit her tenelnent of clay; and as we trust, under 
a glorious convoy, quickly joined^ her kindred 
spirits, in the skies. It is now said of him, < He 
is dead;' He died, surrounded by his weeping 
family; whom he had lived to see, in a very sig- 
nal manner, blest. Of the number aforenamed, 
twelve, had, with himself, become the hopeful 
subjects of converting grace. Happy a parent's 
privilege at the last; that, while two of his sons, 
as able physicians, ministered to his temporal aid; 
others, he <^ould hear, with joyful expectatipn say, 
^^My honored Father, fare you well!" — *'Buta 
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little while, and we all, on Canaan's plain, will 
surely meet with you!" 

My dear brother Philip, I still had much in 
mind. I felt very deeply interested Cor him. Al- 
though I was not able to give any particular rea- 
son why, more than in former y^ars. One week, 
— subsequent to the death of our father; I saw 
him there. It was the last time ! As he left, I 
shall never forget my feelings. Mine eye, as well 
as my whole heart, followed him to the road : and 
I ran towards him again, to renew my charge to 
him. But he mounted his carriage ; and not be- 
ing able to manage his beast: — he also gazed 
wishfully after me, and passed on. When, to me 
it appeared — all was over! — all was done! And 
so it happened. I shall therefore, see his face on 
earth,-r-no more, forever!! He seemed very so- 
lemnly impressed at that limef altiiough he for- 
ced a smile, i remember, in one instance, res- 
pecting a worldly. concern; he gave me some gen- 
tle reproof, saying,. *'lhat only betrays your vani- 
ty; and what does it all amount to B" He appear- 
ed to realize, (as I then noticed with' pleasure,) 
the uncertain, and the unsatisfying nature, of all 
terrestrial things. 

Seeing the family tolerably composed; after 
the decease of our father; and feeling my mind 
still drawn towards the South: I consequently, 
gained the consent of my mother, and the rest; to 
resign me once more, to the snares and frowns of 
an ungodly-world. I held one meeting, at the 
preaching house, near myJather's; and one, in the 
east part of the town; of deep interest to myself, 
especially; not knowing the things that might be- 
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§d\ me* — or what vast change, any of us mighl 
imdergo^ ^'er% we all should meet again." 



JOURNEY TO THE SOUTH, 

Sept. 18, 183].— I started for Buffalo, in the 
State of New- York. I left my friends and home^ 
with such emotions of sympathy, as I never had 
done before. But the prospect appeared truly 
glorious abroad; and though still, very feeble in 
b< dy, r believed that God would go with me: and 
that my strength, (rn a two-fold sense,) He would 
graciously renew. In New England, I viewed 
my' work done, at least for a space: and there 
I could not stay. The short remaining period of 
my life, I desired to spend to the best advantage: 
and if any about home, had heard my coansel, 
and seen my example, that had not regarded them; 
I could not stay for such. Souls were equally 
as precious abroad: and to be in the work of the 
Lord was my element — which I believed I should 
see, prevailing over the world. Should it please 
God to prolong my life, I wished to survey, even 
the four quarters of the globe: and to hear, "all 
thp dfirk corners of creation," resound His highest 
praise! ! ! 

As 1 was about leaving my mother's house, a 
certain preacher present, observed, ** I know not 
how you can submit, to such an undertaking. If 
the Lord had called moito go, I believe I should 
refuse " To him I could reply > — 1 now truly go, 
with as much cheerfuloess, and as little dread^ te 
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} could walk the short distance, to the meeting* 
house with you. ^^ Well, I coDfess," added he^ t 
^^ that the Lord can make hard things easy." i o 
another preacher, the day before, I had proposed 
the question, — <' Will you consen^t, that one of 
your daughters shall bear me company abroad, 
for the good of souls." " Oh," returned he, '* I 
dont know how I could: if she must go, I should 
wish to go myself, to take the charge of her." 

But tt was, the parting with those at home, I 
^isually felt; and especially at this time. The 
Apostle once could bear a stoning, or a beating^ 
with joyfulness: ^* but," said he, to friends with 
whom he must part, ^' fVhat mean ye to weep, and 
i9 break mine heart ?" I could not say, " Fare- 
well," it was more than I could bear! neitiMr 
•ould I give the parting hand. But with a smi e 
I said, " Good-bye, to all!" My mother, however, 
followed me to the door — took my hand, and said^ 
^ Farewell: miiy God go with you: I may never 
see you more!" " O yes," said I, '' let us iie>er 
borrow trouble: in a litUe while, I shall be hmo 
again." 

My dear sister Lydia, brought me on my way 
to Newbury port: where^ oh, the sad rhou£^ht, of 
leaving her behind! But I took the mail-stage, 
and could only east a look after her, and soon was 
out of sight. I reached Salem, and spent the 
Might at J. Needham's: when the words revolved 
much in mind, '^ Every tongue thai shall rise 
agamstthee in judgment^ thou shait condemn.'^'* I 
enquired for the words, aiul found that the pre-^ 
needing sentence read thus: ^^JVo weapon formed 
mgainsi ihee^ shall prosper ^^^ Sfc, I remarked io 
• 
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my friends: The words were spoken to the Hoase 
of Israel; and I feel, especiaUy, that I can claioi 
them, as my own." From that time forward, in 
that peculiar promise of the Lord, I felt that I 
could place, unshaken confidence. ^* They tfua 
trust in the Lord^ shall never be confounded P^ 

From Salein, I came to Boston, and was obli^r. 
ed to wait on« day, for the , stage Id two 
days I was at Albany: from thence, in font 
days, by the canal, I was at Buffalo: six handr^ 
miles from home; I was invited to preach ob 
board of the canal-boat, by the way ; whicli I tried 
once to do; besides praying once a day, with as 
many as chose to bear. 

At Buffalo, I was very cordially received by tfae 
Methodist preacher, from whom I received the 
following note: 

Miss Nancy Towle, on her arrival in Buffiilo^ 
NY. was made known to me by sundry respec-* 
table vouchers, as a worthy woman, and osefb! 
Itiborer in the Lord's Vineyard: on which she 
was very cordially invited to occupy our chapri 
whenever she pleased. Which she also did, 
speaking to crowded assemblies; both on Sabbath^ 
and other evenings: in all, five or six times — 
much to our edification and comfort. Should Di- 
vine Providence open the way for subsequent 
visits from her, they would be received with great 
satisfaction, by not a few in this place. 

WILBER H0A6, 
Buffalo, N. Y. > Minister of the 

Oct, 11th, 1831. J ME. Church, 

Stationed m Buffalo. 
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At Bn , I had the joy of meeting again, 

my dear Elizabeth Venner. She was still reaid- 
ing with her brother at Geneva; but had come, 
at my request, a hundred and sixty miles, or more, 
to meet me here. The privilege of seeing her 
again, I esteemed very great: after having been 
assailed, by so many storms, of grief and pain: 
and for a moment, I forgot all sorrow. But I 
dared, never more to look tor earthly comforts — 
these were transitory. All my expectation, was 
from the Lord of Hosts. 

My health being still low, in comparison to 
what 1 had once enjoyed; I thought it might b^ 
beneficial, to travel down Lake Erie. A water 
voyage, though debilitating at first, has usually, 
with myself, a favorable termination: and serves 
to invigorate the system, more than any other 
means 1 am able to employ. 

To the State of Ohio, I desired to go, however: 
from other considerations than this. A very sin» 
gular people (both of origin and practice,) had 
attracted my attention: whose particular place of 
gathering, at this time, was there. I had heard 
much of the people: and in many places, the ex- 
citement I found considerably in their favor; but 
many were halting between two opinions^ respect- 
ing them; and wishing to be informed. What I 
had learned, I imagined, if real, was of no small 
moment, either to myself %r others. But if not, 
the things should be duly investigated, (even of 
such as were skillful to discern,) and exposed as 
a warning to those, who were liable to founder, 
upon the same quicksands. My first impression 
n tb«io> ^s^} that they were a dehided peoples 
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tiTid their writings, were a long time at my side,- 
before I thought them worthy of my notice. — 
Wherefore, on seeing some of my acquaintance, 
if an error, carried away of that error; f began 
to think it high time, to look into the things, and 
tio know for myself, what that error was. 

Accordingly 1 took the steam-boat in compaliy 
with Elizabeth, and we travelled down the Lake, 
and landed at Painsville, (Ohio.) From thence 
we went directly to Kirtland, where we met with 
the people, referred to above; and were entertain- 
ed of E. Marsh, frorft the city of Boston. Just 
as we reached the place, (which appeared provi- 
dential,) all of their chief Eiders arrived home: 
so that we had every opportunity of informing our- 
selves respectisg them, Which was desir&bl^. A^ 
there are few, comparatively, who have had any 
knowledge of the Sect, so recently arisen, I will 
here take the liberty to subjoin some brief hints, 
in regard to, both them, and their persuasion. 

A younrg man by the name of Smith, is the 
principal among them; who was trained, in the 
State of New York; and is now, about 28 years 
of age. He professes, about four years since, to 
have seen, and held communion with, an angel 
from God. That he was lying upon his bed, at a 
certain time, (having just been reclaimed from a 
back-slidden stcUe) tfnd the room, of a sudden, 
became light as da^-^when a beautiful person, 
presented himself^ ^o required that he, (Mr S.} 
should go to such a place; as he had something 
wonderful, he wished to reveal . He accordingly 
went; and waerdirected by the angel to a certainr 
*pot of grouitQ, where was deposited a "Box" — 
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and in that box contained '^Plates,'' which resem-* 
bled gold^ also, a pair of ^interpreters," (as he 
called them,) that resembled spectacles; by look- 
ing into which, he could read a writing engraven 
upon the plates, though to himself, in a tongue 
uaknown. These were delivered to him, as he 
asserts, to publish to the world. And when the 
things were committed to paper, <Uhe box, &c. 
were to be sealed up, and deposited in the earth, 
irom whence they were taken." 

All these things, he moreover, professes to have 
done; (though with the assistance of others, be- 
ing himself, an illiterate youth,) and that the box, 
according to commandment, is sealed up, and to 
be seen of him, no more. The Book^ conse- 
quently, taken from the plates, is regarded as the 
" Word of Inspiration:" and which contains the 
Barnes 'f a considerable number of witnesses; 
that had been since esteemed, men of both intelli- 
gence, and veracity. 

That book, I have both seen, and read — which 
is very voluminous. It pretends, for itself, to 
shew — by whom, and at what period, it was con- 
cealed in the rock. " By Jews," according to 
its own testimony,) <' of the ten tribes of Israel, 
in the 5th century, of th^ Christian Era. — 
Who for liberty of conscience, lefl the Old World 
in a ship of their own construction; and sailed 
over the * Great Waters,'%ie^ knew not whither, 
until they reached land: — dnd that, a number of 
centuries, anterior to the day of Christ. 

It shews, furthermore, what darkness prevailed 
over all the country ! how the earth shook, — and 
what strange phenomenon^ was represented to 
i3 . ' 
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many, on the day the Son of God was cruciiledi 
It also shews, that from the wickedness of some 
trihes, how their complexion became changed; 
and how the ^ God Book,' came to be lost, from 
among them. It foretells their fall; also, how 
long, and they shall rise again; and that their 
end, will then be great, till ^ time' shall be, no 
more." 

The Book enjoins, 1st, '' Baptism, by emersion^ 
as a condition of acceptance with God:" — (which 
they consider, an acknowledgment of faith, in 
His Inspired Word: and a *' being bom again of 
toater, and of ike Spirit.^^J Hence, such only, as 
yield submission to this ordinance, and assent to 
the things contained in the Book, are with them, 
the avowed subjects of the kingdom of grace; 
and the favourites of Heaven. 

It inculcates, 2dly, *'That every such meqiber, 
^hall come out from the world: forsake father, 
mother, wife and children; nor calk aught of his 
possessions, his own." Hence, they are to embody 
themselves together, at some particular place; 
^^ have all things common;'^'* and so live together, 
in love; as the peculiar people, and the house- 
hold, of the liord Jesus Christ. 

It enjoins, Sdly, '^ That every distinct mem- 
ber, be found at the Lord's Table every Sabbath- 
day, to eommemorate His death and sufierings 
until He come; — and, Moreover, that such, *e.xer- 
cise faith in God, oi' working miracles;' according 
to the attamment of the primitive disciples: viz. 
of healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out 
devils, and of imparting the Holy Ghost, by the 
laying on oC kands, &c. (To the faith of the Apot- 
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ties, some of them, profess already to have at- 
tained; particularly Mr. S. whom they call their 
" Seer." He could do, many wonderful things.) 

They believe, according to the Book: *' I'hat 
a day of great wrath, is bursting upon all the 
kindreds of the earth; and that, in Mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem, alone, shall be deliverance m 
that day,^^ (even in the land, which the Lord 
Jesus had given to them, for a dwelling-place, 
and an everlasting possession.) The place where 
they then had their stay, was not the '* Land of 
Promise;" but that^ lay, on the western boundary 
of the State of Missouri. In which place, they 
were then assembling; and where they believed 
that in process of time, they should have a tem- 
ple; and a city, of great magnificence, and wealth; 
and {\\.\^ shortly, they shovild increase, and tread 
down aii their enemies, and bruise them beneath 
their feet. After which period, Christ Jesus 
should descend, and reign with them, personally, 
1000 years upon the earth. And then their en- 
emies should be loosed for a season, (or, as one 
said to me, for the space of three months,) when, 
should take place, the General Judgment; and 
the final consummation of all created things." 

These things, accordingly, they had prevailed 
on some thousands to believe. Of their numbers, 
I found, ministers, of different persuasions: and 
some, it appeared, who had once been eminent 
for piety. I found, also, many men, of both in- 
fluence and wealth. Husbands, who had lefl their 
wives: and wives, that had left their husbands. — 
Children, that had left their parents: and parents, 
tkeir children, — that they might be " accounted 
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vforthy,^^ as they said, " to escape all the things 
that should come to pass; and to stand before the 
Son of Many 

On the evening that w.e arrived, thej bad a 
meeting for searching hearts; which we, were too 
weary, to attend. The next day, which was the 
SabbiEith, we had the privilege of going to hear 
them^ hut they allowed us to say nothing. We 
were present, at their communion season; also 
by the river side, where the ordinance of bap* 
tism, was administered. Thus, through all their 
exercises, I had followed them for one day, with. 
the strictest scrutiny, and I wished to be away. 
I had travelled the world Extensively; and had a 
chance of visiting soma, of almost every reli-*- 
gious fraternity; (at least within the bounds, of 
the United States) and I now, thought myself 
prepared to say of Mormonism,* "That, it wa* 
one of the mjst deep-concerted^plots of Hell, ta 
deceive the hearts of the simple that had evet 
come, within the limits of my acquaintance. 

As a people, howbeit, in common with ih^ 
world, I will do them the justice to say, I sa# 
nothing indecorous; nor had I, any apprehen* 
sion, of any thing of the kind. But in th^ir pub- 
lic performances, I no more looked upon them, as 
sanctioned by the Lord of Hosts, than if, they 
had merely intended, to mimic the work of the 
Lord. Rather, to the contrary, I viewed the 
whole, with the utmost indignation and disgust: 
and as a mere profanation and sacrilege of all 
religious things. 

^ So called from the writer of the plates whose luuaae wai^ 
**>Iormon." 
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I really viewed it strange, that so many men of 
skill; should be thus duped of them. I pitied; 
and loved theraf tod; believing that many, had ac- 
tually intended, forsaking all for Christ. **But, 
if christians," is the question, "how came they 
to be the votaries of such ^cunningly devised 
fa1)lesV as these." I answer "By not adhering 
strictly, to the rule-of-life, which God had given; 
as they shauld have done: thus, iti the hour of 
temptation, they were left to believe a lie; although 
t believe, they may be saved at last — yet so, as by 
JireP^ 

Having, by this time understood, that they 
could neither flatter, nor frighten us to their be- 
Ref; they then undertook by threats, if possible, 
to drive us thereto: and said, one 

FhelpB * "Vou are in the gall of htttemesSy 
0nd the stivng bonds of iniquity : and [ have au- 
thority to say to you; "You shall not be saved, 
unless you believe that Book!" 

^ns. If I had the Book, Sir, I would burn it! 

And permit me, in return to prophecy res{»ect- 
ing yourself You will go away, into your Zion; 
(as you term it) and you will very shortly find, 
your faith to fail you. Then, you will reel and 
stagger as a drunken man; and as a bullock^ un^" 
acctistomed to the yoke, you Will ruti to and fro: 
your substance, at length, is walsted : yoi^r Sys- 
tem of Doctrine, has come to the ground: you^ 
ftfmily is in wretchedness ^ and your children a- 
Tound you, crying for bread! Then you will b« 

, « Formeriy, an Editor ©f the paper, publislMwf ia Nrtw- 
T«>rk, calleil tiieFheoii. 
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glad, though in disgrace, to return to the place^ 
from whence you had come out." 

Harris* "I, have authority to say to you — You 
shall not enjoy, the comforts of God's grace, un- 
til you believe that book!" 

Jins, ^^You look like an artful, designing, roan: 
and 1 think you mischievous enough, to be the 
inventor f of that plotT^ 

Har. ''I should be willing to bear, all the sins 
of the human family, beyoi^ the grave — if these 
things, are not so!" 

Risdon.1[ "You are in the gall of bitterness^ 
and Uu bond of ini^ity. You never were, ^^bom 
againV You never were called, to preach the 
Gospel. And aU, that you have ever done in 
the world, was mischief " 

Jins, "The Lord of Heaven, knows the man, 
to be a liar!" 

Ques. "Mr. S'mith, — Can you, in the presence 
of Almighty God, give your word upon oath — 
that, an Angel from Heaven, shewed you the 
place, of those Plates: — ajfid that, you took the 
things, contained in that Book, from those plates: 
and at the direction of the Angel, you returned 
the Plates, to the place, from whence you had 
taken them?" 

^ns, "I will not swear at all!" 

Upon this, being about to leave the place, he 
turned to some women and children in the room j 

^ One of the writera of the Book; (and as he stated to 
me) that had expended $5000 for its publicatioD. 

t A BaDtitit preacher, formerly in the State of Ohio; itad 
once, mncn beloveck 
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and lay his hands upon their heads; (that they 
might be baptized of the Holy Ghost;) when, 
Oh! cried one/ tome, "What blessings, you do 
lose! — No sooner, his hands foil upon my head, 
than I felt the Holy Ghost, as warm water, to go 
oyer roe!" 

But [ was not such a stranger, to the spirit of 
God, as she imagined; that I did not know its 
effects, from that of warm water! and I turned 
to Smith, and said '^Are you not ashamed, of 
such pretensions? You, who are no more, than 
any ignorant, plough-boy of our land! Oh! 
blush, at such abominations! and let shame, cov- 
er your face! 

He only replied, by saying, "The gift, has re- 
turned back again, as in former times, to illite- 
rate fishermen." So he got off, as quick afi he 
could. He recollected himself, wherefore, and 
returned to pass the compliment of < Good- by.' 
A good-natured, low-bred, sort of a chap: and 
that seemed to have force enough, to do no ane, 
any harm. Another, of their £lders threatened, 
to put us off the ground; and that he would have 
no more such blasphemy there. I said, "Sir, 
you need not trouble yourself to do that; we 
will go without: we were invited to this place, by 
the woman of the house; and did not think of 
being carried out, by any other person." 

We attended a meeting of Presbyterians, on 
Monday evening ; and were invi^d to join them, 
in prayer and exhortation: that we accordingly 
did, with a degree of satisfaction. Two, chris* 

* E. M. formerly •£ Boston: but bom m Ireland. 
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tian people came in, the next morning, and invited 
us to Perry; to which place, we' rejoiced to go, 
believing that God had sent them. 

As we left the Mormonites, (for so thej are 
called,) a number of families,^ started for the 
•'Promised-Laud." One turned to us, with much 
apparent animation, and said, ••We are now go- 
ing to that Land, which is to be our dwelling<- 
place, forever-more!" And they renewed their 
charge to us; that if we could not see with them^ 
to be careful, and not to oppose them. I return-* 
ed, ••! shall think it duty, to speak and write 
against you, wherever I may go!" 

At Perry, I spoke in a school-house, where all 
seemed to hear with much surprise. Next ni^ht, 
I spoke at the Methodist Chapel in PainsviUe. 
There we found some husbands and wives at va- 
riance, about Mormonism: the one, detesting 
such a mass of absurdities — (or rather the evili 
tesulting therefrom;) had burned the Book: while 
the other, wished to unite with the people, and 
held the same as sacredi I now rejoiced that I 
(y>uld give them such advice — if heeded, as would 
prevent the unhappy division; (if not the ruin of 
Ihemselves,) before it was too late: and I now 
Understood more especially, why duty had led me 
hither. Because, as I found, here were many 
staggered at these things; that dared not for 
j^ir lives oppose them; neither did they dare 
embrace them. While they were threatened with 
destruction, in case they did not: (for example e^ 
myself had been,) and that were rejoiced, to 

* Pbalps, and eth^rn^ 
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meet whU aiijf"t5ne, from whom tbey could hear^ 
the right side of the question. 

From the consideration, that not only thesp, 
but many others over the world, (even as far as 
they, or their writings might have extended,) were 
liable to be carried away of the same delusion; 
I therefore, have been the more particular here^ 
in my remarks respecting them. So I now, leave 
my friendly reader, to think and act for himself: 
and I proceed with the account of my journey- 
ings still, among many others, (though not to the 
same extent;) in divers ways "deceiving and de- 
ceived." 

I went again to Perry; and spake m a large 
boarding-house, of a man that was a Presbyte- 
rian. The excitement here, was considerable. 
A number came forward for prayers; and the 
bopes of the labourer, were ei^uraged, of a 
plentiful harvest. From this, we rSurned to P — , 
to a protracted meeting, of Methodists: to which, 
the brethren who first brought us to the place, 
had urged our stay. 

On the first evening, of the meeting, the altar 
was thronged with weeping penitents; but many 
of the preachers, complained of colds; so the 
*^fbur-days meeting" was postponed. Their colds, 
I found were towards females preaching; and I 
would bene hindrance to them; so I prepared to 
go on my way. But I regretted much to leave 
the dear mourners, whom I had engaged to meet 
at the place; and to whom I was under a special 
obligation of labouring for their good. When 
they saw, that I would go, and that the people 
were like to be grieved and disappointed; the 
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preaeiMrs gave permission that I should speak. 
Which w*>rd they sent to me, as though I was un- 
worthy, they should come into my presence.— 
N'>, said 1, not to be as an eye-sore to them; and 
atter they have held three meetings, and wearied 
the people, to be then only permitted to occupy 
time that is vacant. The presiding £lder, thee 
came himself, and said, 1 should speak at 4 
o'clock P. M. (It being quarterly meeting.) I 
thanked him, for his condescension; and wished 
that a blessing might attend their labours: but I 
still thought it best for me, to go to another place. 

We took the steam-boat, and came to £rie, 
(Pa.) where Presbyterians requested, I should 
speak in their steeple-house: but I preferred, the 
court-house. I held there, four meetings; and I 
found it good to be there. ^ preacher, came from 
Pains viile in a few dajssf^d said, "Our leaving 
done much ii^^y* and they could effect no more 
afterwards, ^ong the unconverted." I was tru- 
ly sorry to hear that; knowing, what dependance 
many had made upon that meetings But I hop- 
ed, if nothing more, the preacher's eyes were 
opened, to see themselves. !None so blind, how- 
ever, as those who will not see ! 

We went to Harbour Creek, and I spoke at a 
Methodist chapel to a very lively society; and 
we returned, direct to Erie. Some in Erie, were 
made peculiarly near to me; particularly Mary 
Brown: who, not only administered to our neces- 
sities of carnal things; but was also our fellow- 
helper in the truth; and a faithful witness of the 
Lord Jesus, in the great congregation, Eliza- 
beth, I found sometimes encouraged^ to add her 
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testimony to the truth; but she, does Dot grow in 
grace^ as once she did. The world appears to 
have engrossed her attention; and her love to 
God, of course, grows cold. 

I was presented with the following lines of 
'acrostic,' from a young woman, aged apparently, 
ubout sixteen: who had been afHicted, and depri- 
ved of society for a considerable length of time. 
The following she wrote without opportunity for 
premeditation: and in the simplicity of the mo- 
ment j which I offer, as a suitable apology for her. 

NoHe are ei^euapt from trials, here below; 

A s all who live in this vaia world, must know: 

N ot even Kings, upon their ihroues of State, 

Can change or alter the decrees of fate: 

You, my dear friend, no doubt have had your share. 

T be cross is great, which you are called to bear: 
O may the Lord support, aud strengthen you: 
W hile you are striving all his will to do. — 
Long may you live to love and serve the Lord; 
£ terual joys, will then be your reward. 

Lord, be with this much loved stranger^ 

preserve her from all danger; 
U niversal King of Kings, 

1 n the shadow of thy wings; 
Safely, may she find repose, 
A nd be safe from all her foes. 

Still be thou her guide and friend; 
All her wandering steps attend; 
!N o good thing, to her deny ; 
G rant her. Lord, a rich supply; 
Every day her joys improve; 
. R ound her throw, thy arms of love. 

Erie, Wov. 1st, 188L 

K 
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At Erie, I wrote a second letter to my mother, 
bearing ' date, Oct. Sd, — a short extract, from 
which, I here see fit to make. '4 think much 
of our dear father still; and by night I oAen 
dream of him; but I hear him give, as it were, 
the comforting assurance, that he is "singing im- 
mortal praises with the Host above:" and would 
have us by no means to mourn for him. Oh, I 
am sensible, you ^till feel the loss of him, while 
you behold his seat always vacant about the house: 
— at the table — at the window — at the bees-house, 
&c. where he was wont, much to amuse him- 
self: but I trust, whereas, you still feel willing to 
resign him to his Maker; as your losSy is his eter- 
nal gain. 

<^I have felt of late, that a change for the better, 
had taken place in Philip: and that I had an evi- 
dence that '*it was well with him." But 1 lament 
that you all, misimprove your talents so much: 
and that you do not encourage others more by 
precept and example too, to serve the Lord with 
the whole heart." 

My mind had been, from the time 'of leaving 
home, in a very peculiar manner exercised, about 
my brother P. and I had resolved, to bear his case 
constantly, to the throne of grace, — even ''That 
the Lord might speak to him, in dreams, or vis- 
ions of the night: or in any other way, — in order 
that he might be brought to a total abandonment 
of himself, dnd all his concerns, to the control of 
a ffracious and all-wise Providence. 

Being at one time earnestly engaged in prayer 
for him; it was suddenly suggested to my mind, 
"That it was well with my brother." I was led 
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to view him, in a state of union and communion 
with the Lord Jesus; — but how it happened I 
could not tell. The question then revolved, — 
Can you now resign him, for all, to the divine 
disposal ? My heart replied, I think I can, for 
time and eternity: and that I shall never have any 
more grief or anxiety, on his account. (This, 
hence, gave rise to the remark concereing him, in 
the preceding extract.) 

From Erie, we came in the Steam-boat to Buf- 
falo. We there, called on the Methodist preacher; 
but made no stay in the place In justice to him, 
and his excellent companion, I am bound to say, 
— they are a model of goodness. 

I had had it in mind, before leaving Erie, 
that it was duty to visit a wretched criminal, to 
be executed in this place, within a short space, — 
for the murder of his wife: but it chanced to slip 
ray mind, until I was under way for Geneva His 
case then got such hold of my heart with the appre- 
hension of having neglected duty; that one whole 
night, I spent in bitter sighs and tears. Sot 
could I be comforted, until I had written to him 
(which I did, on board the canal-boat, as I trav- 
elled on, (a solemn and lengthy epistle,) — to sue 
for life, without delay, at the throne of divine 
mercy! Where he might obtain regenerating 
grace; and though by one 'capital offence,' he had 
merited the ignominious death of the gallows; 
yet, from thence, he might be conveyed, even to 
the bosom of his God, — and there drink of the 
'rivers of delight, that flow forever more!' By 
this means, I quieted my own conscience; and 
entertained a strong hope, that I should meet him 
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in mansions on High. (When God gives such 
an agonizing cry foi any soul of man, I think it 
cannot possibly be lost.) 

My health, I now found better by one half, than 
when I left home: and I could rejoice, that I so 
far, had prospered in my way: and that farther 
space was allotted me' on earth, for honoring God's 
Holy name; even that I might appear, the more 
'honoured' with Him, when he came in His glory. 

I attended two meetings, at Lyons; and spoke 
once on a funeral occasion. I then proceeded 
on, and had another interview with my good friend 
and father, L. Riley. I spoke twice at the Meth- 
odist chapel at Alloway. In these places, I found 
many that could rejoice in a sin-pardoning God; 
whom I could claim, as "my joy and my crown;" 
in hope also, that such they might be found, to 
endless day ! 

I went to Geneva and spoke twice. But, as 
the vfery bigoted Methodists* of this place, refused 
the chapel; hundreds were obliged to go from the 
School- house, that could not get in. Some kind 
Episcopalians then prepared a large store, which 
w-as very commodious, for meetings, in the warm 
season; but very uncomfortable at this time. — 
Here I found many rejoicing, whom I had led 
'^enemies to the truth;" and that I now could 
claim, in the Lord, as my children. One lady 
took me to her home, and said, ''The means of 
her conversion, was a promise she had made un- 

* At least, one that was an Enslishman, ruled the Society. 
Some aieu. get a litte authority m their hands, they love tm 
exercise it, whether it be right or wrong ! 
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intentionally, to me, of praying for herself." — 
The man of silver locks, in whose house I held 
my first meeting, on arriving before, tempted and 
weary, at this place, was now among the con- 
verts, happy in the Lord. ^^ Bread cast upon the 
water ^ shall be received again^ after many daysJ*^ 

Having it in mind to visit the two young women,"^ 
emigrants from Engltnd, who were now residing 
at Bethany, (Pa.); I therefore made but a few 
days stay, and by the stage I reached Ovid I 
there held two meetings in the Methodist chapel; 
and a number,. I had the satisfaction to learn^ 
found peace in believing. My Elizabeth had been 
my helper, thus far — but here I was under the 
painful necessity, of parting again with her. She 
had become very averse to travelling the world; 
and felt not that interest in doing good, that once 
she did. We, therefore took an affectionate 
leave of each other, and parted; but I restrained 
my tears, although I added, *^I expect to see 
your fade again on earth, no more!" "O yes," 
she replied, "I shall soon run after you!" 

She accordingly, took the stage for Geneva; 
and I pursued an opposite course, to Ithaca. — 
A very respectable young lady, of Ovid, wished 
to bear me company; but I dared not consent, 
lest she should Und it not so easy living, as she 
had anticipated; and we both, in consequence, be 
brought into trouble! I left her, wherefore, with 
deep regret, as 1 entertained a high esteem of 
her, — and so I may see her no more, till my jour-^ 
ney is done, and I hail her in Heaven. At Ithaca 

♦ Thomasine, and Eden 0*Bryani 
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some Methodists wished, that I should speak in 
their steeple-house, — but one of the society, who 
was a Doctor, (though not able to attend meet- 
ing,) was much opposed to it. They concluded, 
nevertheless, that I should speak, as long as I 
chose, after their preacher had delivered a short 
discourse.* I accordingly went to the house, 
which was very spacious, and well filled, and I 
sat almost with impatience, for him to conclude. 
But when he had ended, he shut the desk, and 
took full possession of the altar: — I presume, 
with the intention, that I shoufd speak where I 
was, if I spoke at all. However I disappointed 
him, for I stepped, without hesitation, into the 
pulpit — which very mtich diverted, the whole 
assembly! I spoke an hour or more, with much 
enlargement; and I believe, to the satisfaction of 
all present! — A query. — Here was a great revi- 
val, progressing in this place; and all others, had 
not been afraid to ask, — *«How I travelled from 
place to place:" — but here, they did not care to be 
informed! — Do revivals always make people bet- 
ter? — When religion is most in fashion, I gene- 
rally see the greatest need of it! ! 

Next day I took the stage, and reached Bing- 
hamton; on the way to which* place, my trunk 
was lost off behind; and that was another trial to 
my faith; as it contained my journal; and all that 
was of consequence to me, in this world. 

I was very cordially received, of Mr. Stocking 
* — Methodist preacher — and all others in the placQ. 

♦ Some men act under a cloak; being opposed to the roatt^ 
U qaestioB, but unwilling it shall be known ? 
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I spoke twice at their steeple-house, upon the 
Sabbath: and it was "JVbw^ other y^^ 1 believe, 
"l^n the House of God^ and the gate of Heawtn^^^ 
to many souls. Such singing, before, 1 thought 
I never heard, of mortal tongues. But a sweeter 
song, hereafter, may they sing — than even angels 
ever knew! 

I tarried two days and my trunk had not arriv- 
ed; consequently being in haste to get to Beth- 
any; and not knowing how long I might have to 
wait before it came; I took the stage and reached 
Mr. Pleasant — and from thence likewise, I soon 
reached Bethany. I took lodging at the Inn; 
where I had the satisfaction to learn, that Mr. 
O. B. had ai rived from England, with the rest 
of his family. They had been in America about 
four weeks; and had been anxious to write to me; 
but knew not where I might be found. I was 
much rejoiced to see them, on the shores of Amer- 
ica: and to find, the Lord had favored them, with 
a pleasant voyage across the Atlantic, and that 
all were in good health. 

By this time I felt a need of some rest; as I 
had come about fourteen hundred miles, in a little 
more than two months space: I therefore contin- 
|ied at the Inn — where I employed my pen, in 
writing to all rOf^ distant friends. Amongst oth- 
ers, I wrote again to my mother: and still insisted 
6n knomAgj ''what change had taken place, in 
my bco^^ Philip." I thought I yet saw the 
smifes of Jehovah towards him; and that he was* 
justified^ fully ^ from every sin. I was in hopes to 
have an answer to my requests, some time ot 
oth^; as it appeared to me — "That some ver^ 
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special, and visible /;^aiige, must have been effect- 
ed in his condition!" 

L tarried at B • , more than two weeks; 

and held two meetings at the Court-house: in the 

meanwhile, I also, went back to Mr. P , aad 

held two meetings, that were lavored seasons. — 
I there met with a society of Free-will Baptists, 
for the first time, in the course of this journej; 
and had an agreeable interview with Mr. Dodge, 
their preacher. 1 left the people, with their ear- 
nest solicitations, that I would come back, and 
speak to them at the Congregational Meeting- 
house, the next Sabbath-day. 

Having it in mind to visit the city of Washing- 
ton; I took for a companion in travels, Thoma- 
sine O. B. — and we reached Canaan. At the 
house of Peter VVentz, Esq. I had previously 
learned, that my trunk had arrived. 1 found all, 
at length, in perfect safety; after having travel- 
led by itself, the distance of more than one hun- 
dred miles. I had made my trunk, the subject 
pf my fervent prayers to God, (which also, at 
other times I had donei, #hen taken from me) — 
that my writings within, might be kept, uninjured: 
and with a solemn promise, of publishing them 
to the world, w henever duty might be made pWtt* 
I concluded, that its errand aw^ from me, mi^W 
be of importance to some one; I therefore wished 
to wait with patience, for the result, l^it be wMt 
it would. I made two days slay, oflpteld two 
, meetings at the place — which were olncS^ ki- 
terest to many; and a considerable ntli^t^er jelMi 
in covenant, to seek the Lord, until, if r*-^**^ 
**He might be found of them." 1 ngj 
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how mysteiiously my way had been prepared, to 
this people! The raercirul Jesus, had compassion 
on this little scattered flock; and sent me in sea- 
son, as I trust, with words of consolation, to not 
a few. Of brother VVentz,* who was their preach- 
er, we were treated "as the messengers of peace; 
whose coming was from God!" May the Lord be 
to him "a swi and a shuldy and withhold from^^ 
him, in time or eternity, no desirable thing! 

From hence, we paid stage-fare, the sum of 
sis dollars, and started a little past midnight, for 
i^ston; but behold, instead of a stage, we had 
got only aa open sled, with nothing to sit upon, 
but the floor covered with straw: and the snow 
falling in such a degree, as quite to load us in a 
yery short time. In this situation we travelled 
nearly forty miles; tho' the remainder of the dis- 
tance, (which was thirty miles,) we had a covered 
ooach. Thus, from the wicked, I often suffer: 
but I bear it patiently, if I can; remembering, 
^^ihey are treasuring tip to themselves y iDrathyV gainst 
' the day of wralh'^ — while, if I am ^^ suffering with 
Christ,^^ we shall be ^^ glorified togtther?^ 

Through the mercy ol God, we received no 

f* iry from the journey; but 1 found no door for 
labours. Methodists forbade their chapel, 
black room,' as it was) from being open to a 
man, &c . I attended a meeting of theirs, while 
ras e^l^ttit, they tried to prevent my speaking; 
J)utj||pBHPor» than they could do. I spoke 
Tea», at the Court-house; — and much 
power, was present to heal. 

* E|^i3Copal Methodist. 

^ Digitized by VjOQSIC 




1,58 VICISSITUDES ILLUSTRATED, &C. 

This town, I frankly confess^ was such a ''nest 
oPvipers," as I had never found before, within the 
bounds of the United States. I gave nay money 
to come and profit their souls — ^6 — and $3, in 
effect lor board — (besides jj^l2, to get on to an- 
other place,) and my time and labours in addition 
to this; when, after all, instead of any thanks, 
I was threatened with being "advertised as a de- 
ceiver," &c. Ail this was much for human nature 
to endure, but looking forward to a day of right- 
eous retribution, I could say, ^^ Father ^ for^^ 
themy for they know not what they do.^^ 

It so happened, that I had expressed a desire 
of visiting a female preacher, hard by, who be- 
longed to the Christian Connexion; when it be- 
gan to be whispered, that I had deceived them. 
That sect, I have found, particularly in the Mid- 
dle States,^ — the Methodists, rank with Unitarians 
— and they, in general, are very much disaffect- 
ed towards them; — not, however, because they 
"deny the Divinity of the Saviour;" but the 
^'doctrine of the Trinity." This was especially 
exemplified of one, in £aston, that was a local 
preacher — who appeared exceedingly outrageous; 
and indeed the whole were set in an uproar. It 
was a fact, that some of the Christian preacfaM^ 
had been among them; and had gotten consijJS* 
able ground; and now, they were afraid, it se^ft« 
cd, that they should lose 

"No," said I, "I have ii 
I have spoken to them b 
vate, the things which I 1 
i^i^; and through the f 
any desire of pleasing 
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nothing. But what they list, they are welcome to 
perform, for the matter of any harm, they will be 
able to do myself. Wherefore lot them understand, 
that they will only pull down the curses of th« 
Almighty, upon their own devoted heads: and in 
the same measure they mete to others, it will be 
measured to them again. 

A number having received benefit, from my la- 
bours; and who had publicly requested my pray- 
ers, — now became much. staggered, at what some 
thought so very frightful; and they wished to have 
my sentiments in writing. — So I left for their sat- 
isfaction, the short note as follows, — 

Of Christ Jesus J the ^Author of my being, and 
the only foundation of my hope. — I believe Ist. 
He made the world . ".^// things tvere made hy 
Him; and without Him was not any thing rtiadc^ 
that was made^"^ 2dly. He redeemed the world. 
^'He gave His life a ransom for all, to be testified 
induetime.^^ 3dly. He will judge the world at 
the last day. " God has appointed a day wherein 
He will judge the world — by that man Jesus Christy 
whom He hath ordained — whereof He hath given 
assurance unto all men; in thatj He hath raised 
Him from the dead^ — ^' Thencomeih the end; when 
He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God^ 
even the Father;^^ — ^Hh^n shall the Son also^ him^ 
self be subject unto Him, that put all things under 
Him, thai God may be all in a//." 

"Christ Jesus, I believe, ^hcas from everlast^ 
ing to everlasting.'^^ SaitMHE, (by the inspired 
writer,) ** When the foundMion of {lie earth was 
laid J I was ihere.^^ — And ^ain, ^^The word loas 
God, and the samcy was in the beginning with 
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God.'^^ — "T^e trord was made fleshy and dteell 
among us; and we beheld His gloi^j.'^'^ — Hence, 
the consistency of that prayer, " O, Father^ gh^ 
riftf thou me, with the g/o»-i/, which I had wiih thee^ 
before the world i»a»." — And of the declaratit^n, 
^' / came forth J\*om the Father , and am come into 
the world; again, I leave the world, and go wUo the 
Father. Amen, and Anient 

We had, therefore, spent one week at the 
■place, and commenced a new year: and Oh! like 
the one with me, last past; it was, with pain and 
sorrow! These, were but as the harbingers, it 
seemed^ of what a twelve month, would roll up- 
on my head! I desired now, to leave this con- 
teatious tribe: hut Satan, when begets us sur- 
rounded of his host; well armed; (and who is a 
ra«>re successful agent, of the adversary, than the 
rottep- hearted hypocrite,) we know, fain would 
hold us, little as he is pleased with our presence. 
Wherefore, we broke his bands; and left hira, to 
growl behind; not in the least affected, at his dis- 
pleasui'e. 

How many professed christians, would be a- 
shamed of themselves, (although here, I make 
some exceptions, as in every other place) were 
t.iey aware of the amazing folly, we discover in 
them! Yea, and it is oftentimes, ^Hi^ e people and 
htc priest :^^ as children, that crack their nuts, and 
quarrel about the shells! Perhaps no one, where- 
f re, has such an opportunity of knowing the 
world of mankind; or the state of Christendom^ 
as myself. For coBsidering me, either good or 
bad^ they are seldom arraid, to show themselves, 
to a person that is '^eVery where spoken againsf 
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fiui they will know, in one day, whom they hav^ 
persecuted; when I conie out as a ^^swift-witness 
against them.'' Of the Son o^ man, in the Great 
Day of accounts, shall it be said, ^*i was an hun- 
gered, and ye gave me no meat : I was thirsty j and 
ye gave me no drink: J loas a stranger, and ye. 
took me not in : I wa^ naked, and ye clothed me not : 
I was sick and in prison, and ye came not unto me." 
^'/w as much as ye have not done it unto one of the 
least of mine^ye have not done it unto meP^ Eve- 
ry man, shall be rewarded, according to his 
works! 

We came to Reading, and were very kindly 
received of two Methodist preachers, and others. 
One Mr. Goodhart, I shall ever have in grateful 
remembrance; wha abundantly evinced, that his 
^'nature, and his name" agreed. One of the 
preachers, gave out two appointments for me, at 
his chapel; where / heard a sound of an abund- 
ance of rain: and I could coiifidently testify to 
them, God's coming near: Yea, that the time oj 
the singing of birds had come; and the voice of the 
turtle, I heard in their land. A number of young 
ladies, asked my prayers: to which, on the ac- 
count, 1 felt them, especially entitled. From 
one of the preachers, I afterwards received the. 
letter, as follows: 

Reading, Feb. 24, 1832. 
My worthy Friend, — I have contemplated writ- 
ing to yoy, almost every day for a month past, 
but have put it off for a more convenient season 
till the present time; and even now, I have noth- 
ing very important to communicate. There hars 
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been no very great change in-^ur town^ since 
you were here; the people in general, "sit down 
to eat and drink «nd rise up to play," or at least 
they live "without God, and -without Christ in 
the world." The present^ because it is presenly 
obstructs their vision, and conceals eternity from 
their view. The world has captivated their af- 
fections, and because they "love the world the 
love of the Father is not in them;" and hence, 
wickedness abounds to a, fearful extent. But in 
this dark picture theie is some relief; perhaps 
twenty persons, have professed to obtain the 
knowledge of salvation, by the remission of sios, 
since the beginning of the present year: and 
several others are anxiously enquiring "What 
they must do to be saved." I hope, my Sister, 
you will pray for us. 

I Iiave been quite well, since T saw you, al- 
though our town has been much afflicted. It is 
slated by tho "undertakers," that as many have 
been buried within three months, as usually die 
in a year. These have been mostly old persons 
and children. Please to remember me to sister 
Thomasine, and be assurrd, 

I remain your sincere friend, 
T. SOVEREIGN. 

Miss Nancy Towle. 

After two days we came to Harrisburg. There, 
we first sought acquaintance with Mr. Winebren- 
ner: who formerly belonged, to the Dutch-Rrefor- 
med church; but who had left the same, frotncoa* 
scieutious principles — disclaimed all party names ^i 
and stiled himself e^ipressly "A servant of Jams 
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Christ." As such, I am bound in justice to say, 
he abundantly approved hioiseJf, i. e. *'6y ptirie- 
ness, hy^ knowledge^ by the Holf Ghost y by kind- 
ness, and by lovt unftignedy As a brother, a 
sister, or a mother, he hailed all, that loved in 
sincerity the Ijord Jesus Christ: and it* preachers 
of the Gospel, whether male or female, he pave 
thenn full access, to all his houses-of-worship. 
There I beheld, where bigotry arid party zeal, 
Had gotten no place; the Lord delighted to bless, 
not only His people; but to make His power 
known, also, to **strangers and foreigners:" that 
they might become ^^fellow-cUizens^ wilh the saints^ 
and of the household of Gody Yea, it wa^ there, 
we witnessed, a glorious ingathering of souls. 
And I could bless the day, that I was commission- 
ed Christ's name to bear — and had ever the priv- 
ilege, in my life, of visiting Harrisburg. 

During a stay of two weeks, at the place; I 
had sometimes opportunity of addressing, minis- 
ters of various sects: viz. Lutheran, Dutch- 
Reformed, Baptist, Methodist, &c. &c. — also 
many of the members of Legislature. It hap- 
pened, that the latter, found their way into our 
assemblies, by reason of one, being a preacher 
with us, that was also a member: and wont, to 
notify the rest, by placing a note upon the wall, 
without their knowledge. But what was better 
than this — many influential characters, were with 
the mourners, at the altar. And eventually, will 
be found, we tfust, with the redeemed of the Lord, 
around God's throne in Heaven. 

The teacher of the Lanc««terian-school, late- 
ly from the city of London; with his wife, and 
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two amiable daughters, were side by side at tbo 
altar for prayers. This was a sight, not a little 
atfecting. The daughter likewise of the Episco- 
palian minister — a blooming youth, was with the 
penitents at the altar. Those who humble them- 
selves, to become beggars^ shall be exalted, to 
reign, ^' Kings, and priests, unto God,^^ forever, 

and ever! The wife of , being present, on 

different occasions, tariied one night till a very 
late hour; when, (unconscious of the dignity of 
her station,) a certain preacher, began to interro- 
gate her, respecting her faith in the Lord Jesus. 
To whom she replied, "I belong to the Lutheran 
church.'* Oh, added he, "To belong to the Lu- 
theran church, is not enough!" ^^Youmuslbe 
bom again, or you never can see, the Kingdom of 
God.^^ Like Governor Felix, she trembled; 
though we hope — not as Felix, said, ** Go thy way 
for this time; and when I have a more convenietU 
season, I will call for thee,^^ 

We visited Middletown, and saw the fields 
there, white for harvest, I held two meetings; 
and returned to Harrisbure. We then went to 
Cumberland; where Mr. W. and some others, 
had been holding a protracted meeting And 
there, also, God^s word had proved ^^qutckand 
powerful, in the hearts of His enemies ;^^ while, ibe 
same that wounded, was found, likewise, sufli- 
cient to heal. In this place, as also at Harris- 
burg, they were chiefly of Dutch descent: and 
my curiosity was not a little excited, in witness- 
ing, how differently they were exercised in re- 
ligion, from what were, my own people. I had 
before, known some of the "Jumping Quakers;" 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VICISSITUDES ILLTTSTHATIBD, &C. 165 

and heard of the '^Jumpers in Wales:" but here, 
X found some who I did not douht^ danced from 
the flame influence that Dauid did, befoi-e the 
ark: and also that the lame-man did, in the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. In the ^^New-England revi- 
vals," sinners are often brought to the Lord, 
both male and female, with their tongues filled 
with praise to His Name: but here, they chieily 
expressed their joy, by bodily exercise. It was 
not unfrequently the case, that after complete 
exhaustion by mental anguish, some would in* 
stantly arise, and move up and down, in snch a 
direct position, and with so little apparent exer- 
tion, that one would almost think it, performed by 
magic. ^^ There are diversities of operahovs^^ 
ai^s the Apostle, ^'but it is the same God which 
worketh all in a//." 

But what,* was still more striking to myself, 
one young woman, lay cold, breathless, and Ftiii, 
for the space of an hour or two; her eyes, wide 

* An exercise, somewhat similar, I had once at least, wit- 
nessed, ia Nova Scotia. A young woman came to tneetit.^ 
one night, in great anxiety of mind; anil in the early pmt of 
the service, she fell to the floor as lifeless: she was there, sup. 
ported for some time; until it was found, she would not re- 
vive; when she was carried home, and laid upon the bed. 
A physician was called, in the course of the following day, 
who decided, "That somewhat ailed the girl, with which he 
was not acquainted." But after twenty-two hours, at the 
going down of the sun. she hegan to whisper, very softly, 
praise to God: and from that, she soon recovered. She ex- 
pressed no particular discovery, that she had gained, except 
of her father's wretched situation, out of Christ — who was a 
very vile character; and a violent opposfcr of the things of 
Qod. 
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open; not the least motion of her brow; beam- 
ing, as with the glory and beauty unutterable, that 
iverc displayed to her view upward; a sweet 
smile upon her countenance; and not the least 
appearaece of life, in any part of her system. 
However, at intervals sh^ broke out into loud 
laughter, with exertions to rise: and shouted verj 
loudly Glory, Glory, Glory. To satisfy myself, 
I strove to arouse her; but in vain: I stroye to 
bend, some part of her frame: but every mem- 
ber was stiff and seemingly inanimate, as though 
it never would rise again. The person, it was 
told me, had been remarkable for piety, a number 
of years: — whom I chanced to see the following 
day; and 1 asked. Whether she was sensible, at 
the time, of any thing that passed. She replied 
in the negative; and that she knew nothing; even 
that she had spoken, or where she had been, 
during the whole space. 

I returned to Harrisburg, and took my leave of 
all kind friends; and we came in company with 
Mr. W. to Mechanicksburg; where 1 spoke to 
an assembly, very earnest to hear, at the Metho- 
dist chapel. The next day, we reached Carlisle; 
where I spoke again in the evening, at a chapel 
of United Brethren; or a sort of Moravians. 
These Dutch-people, I tenderly love; who ap- 
pear to be very humble, and happy in the Liord. 
With them, I felt that I could live and die; did 
not every part of creation abound with perishing 
souls. For their sake, I said, "/m// notresty 
till judgment, be sent forth unto victory P^ 

The third day, of our journey, we reached 
Shippensburg; which was forty miles, from Har- 
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ri^burg. There, they allowed me, though un- 
willingly, a night for repose* The succeeding 
day, which was the Sabbath, I apoke in the 
morniog; and the deacon, marched off, '*fie- 
cause he would not hear, a woman preach." I 
am always inclined to think, of such men: that 
they have got women at home, who have not done 
much honor to their sex! P. M. Mr. W. preach- 
ed in the German tongue, and in the evening, I 
occupied the desk again — when we saw '^a cloud 
Hke a man's hand," begin to appear. The house 
was thronged, with some., of every description. 

may they meet again, one day in Heaven. 
Monday morniog, we were constrained to part 

with our good friend, and father, Mr. W.: he 
must return home; while I felt my whole soul 
bound for the city of V\ ashington. I could see 
my way, thus far, but I could see no farther: and 

1 believed that, somewhat special would befal me 
there. He, made such arrangements as he 
thought necessary, towards our being helped on 
our journey — which the following letters, will 
serve to demonstrate : 

Shtppensburg, Jan. 30, 1832. 
My Dear Broiher-^T his is to introduce to your 
acquaintance Miss Nancy Towle and T. O' Bryan, 
and request an appointment for N. Towle to 
preach in your place. She has preached with us 
for about two weeks, and much to edification, and 
profit of the people. Yesterday she preached in 
this place, and the people were much pleased. 
She comes well recommended, and is doubtless 
an able and useful Preacher. By giving her an 
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apDpintment and a lodging — and by receiving her 
(as Paul said of Phebe) us becometh saints, you 
will much oblige, Your Brother in the Lord, 

JOHN WINEBRENNER. 
Brother F. Glosser, Chambersburg, Penn. 

Shippensburg, Jan. 30, 1832. 
Dear Brother y-^r-This is to introduce to your ac- 
quairrtance and comnnend to your hospitality, out 
sisters Nancy Towle and T. O'Bryan, and tore- 
quest an appointment for N. Towle to preach. 
8he has laboured among us at Harrisburg about 
two weeks; and we esteem her very highly for her 
work's sake. She comes well recommended, and 
is doubtless a useful, able^ and acceptable pfeach- 
er, If you will receive her, as becometh saints; 
give her an appointment; provide for them a suit- 
able lodging, &.C. you shall have your reward, and 
oblige, Your Brother in the Lord, 

JOHN VVINEBRENNER. 
Brother W. Rinehart, Hagerstown, Md. 

On Monday evening, I found it hard to resist 
the importunity of the people, that I should speak 
to them again. And many had come together, 
whose souls looked precious to me; I therefore 
occupied in my exercises again, perhaps an hour 
and a half. Some R. Catholics were present, 
from motives of curiosity; but i hope they return- 
ed, as did Zaccheus — with the Saviour, a guest at' 
th«;ir house. 

Next morning, a young woman, by the name of 
Rehekah Mull, brought us on our way to Cham- 
bersburg. Here, I spoke the same night, ig) a 
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chapel of United Brethren; and found many of 
God's humble, and beloved children, also in thii 
place* They urge^ that 1 should speak the en* 
Buing night, at the Presbyterian, or Dutch Re- 
formed M. house; but I felt a hurrying, to be at 
Washington: though I knew not for what. I said^ 
**It way be, I there shall have, my burying- 

glace!'' From this, we reached Hagarstown, m 
laryland; thirty miles from Shippensburg. 
But it being very cold and snowy weather, the 
journey was now, too much for me. I couid not 
hold meeting at night; but was obliged to wait 
till thd second: although I attended a prayer- 
meeting; and gave an exhortation; when I was 
•o £ir overcome, as to be obliged to come out. I 
believe, I was then, 'beside myself;' and that it 
was 'unto God!' The love of Christ constrained 
me. Next night, at a M. house of U. Brethren, 
we had a large and solemn congregation. A 
number of gay ladies, came forward for prayers : 
whom I left near the hour of midnight, in humble 
attitude, at the throne of grace. At this place, 
Ihey shewed us, very great kindness: especially 
Mr. Marteney, and family; where we made it 
home. 

After an hour or two for rest, (at 4 o'clock) 
we took the stag« and came, twenty-miles to 
Frederick Cky. Here, from much exhaustion, 
I was obliged to be silent: but after the day had 
passed, I learned that I could have done none 
other; for **They would not allow a woman, to 
#peak in their churchea." They opened the 
eourt-house, nevertheless, and I held one meet* 
ioff there; wheie many heard, with solemn ai«> 
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teoCion: but I thought, the coagregation towards 
the door, changed a number of times, before mj 
conclusion. Some were going, and others com- 
ing, to supply their places; while it appeared, a 
sight w^s all, that they could bear; and seeming'* 
ly, not that, for along time. 

Some Methodists came, and invited me to their 
chapel; to which I engaged to go, incase they 
would get it open. But their preachers would 
not consent: one of whom said positively, "A 
woman shall not preach there." The other re- 
turned, "The woman can preach, better than the 
one that does preach there!" Many high-minded 
men, are aggravated to see a greater congrega- 
tion, to hear ,a woman, than they could gain 
themselves. Oh, I pity the people that must be 
priest-ridden after this sort! Fine indulgeace, 
to these affectionate pastors! 

At this place, I received the Note addressed 
to fi preacher of Baltimore as follows: — 

pREDFRicK, Feb. rth. 
Dear Sir, — The bearer, Miss Nancy Towlc, 
and Miss 0* Bryan, tarried with us a few days 
only; their destination being Washington City. 
But the roads, are at this time, from this, almost 
impassable; and the stage leaving this, in the 
night; they have been induced in consequence 
thereof, to go by the way of Baltimore. They 
being entirely strange in the city, I have taken 
the liberty to direct them, to your notice. Miss 
Towie, has travelled extensively, dispensing the 
word of life;^ and came to us well recommended. 
Her privilege here was limited; the preach in g- 
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houses being shut against her; she consequently 
addressed but one audience, which waai in the 
court-house. 

Should she desire it, and it not be contrary to 
your views of the Gospel, I should be glad if you 
would interest yourself in procuring her a place 
to preach in. 1 do not know as she will request 
it; as she appears anxious to visit Washington 
City. Her companion says; ours is the first 
place, where she has been refused the preaching- 
houses; and I am truly sorry it was so. The 
members with whom I conversed, were willing, 
but the preachers were opposed. 1 hope it will 
not be so elsewhere. We are all well, through 
God's mercies; 1 hope you, and yours, are en- 
joying the same blessing. 

Your's in the bonds of peace, 
JOHN GEPHART. 

Rev. James R. Williams. 

We came upon the Rail-Road, to Baltimore; 
and proceeded direct, to the house of brother 
Williams. By him, and his worthy partner, we 
were welcomed, and agreeably entertained, the 
fipace of one week. Here, I met with a society 
of Protestant Methodists; for the first time in 
America; and was much pleased, with their libe- 
rality of sentiment; and that in their form of 
church government, they had abandoned Episco- 
pacy — a monster, most odious in my view. My 
disposition for doing good, even in this place, far 
exceeded my ability. In private; as also at oth- 
er times, I spoke mostly in a whisper; to gain 
some relief to my feeble distorted lungs; and to 
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be able to recommeod a crucified Redeemer, to 
poor, miserable sinners. 

I held five meetings in the city; which were 
some of the happiest of my. life. When I am 
weak, then am I strong. On Sabbath mornings 
sifteen-'hundred composed the assembly, it was 
judged; and many went away, for want of room: 
to whom I spoke from Rev. xii, and 7, 8. *^Jind 
there loat wur in Heaven; Michael and his ^ngeU 
fouorht against the dragon 'y the dragon fought a»d 
his angels^ and prevailed noty neither was their 
place founds any more in Heaven.^^ Many R. 
Cdtholics were of the number; whom I suspect, 
wished to hear no more of that matter; bat the 
reality of ma'iy of those things, they have since 
proved. 1 was much pleased with the people 
here: and believed that God had many dear child- 
ren in this place. 

I spent some agreeable hours, at the house of 
good brother >tarr: a great advocate of yemoie- 
preachers; and one who approves himself, a 
'^friend indeed." May' he shine, as a *'Starr" 
of the first magnitude, forever and ever! We 
had an agreeable interview, likewise, with one of 
their preachers; then upon a sick bed: whose 
soul was happy in the Lord; and he could wel- 
come life or death. From himself, with good 
brother Williams, 1 received the following Notes, 
directed to some special friends, of their 's, to 
whence we were bound: 

Baltimore, Feb. 12, 1832. 
Dear Sir: — The bearer of this note Miss 
Towl«, is a preacheress, and carries with her testi- 
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monials of the highest character, both as it refers 
to talenty piety, and usefulnetfa. She wishes an 
opportunity to offer when she may address the 
members of Congress, and others who may attend, 
on the groat and interesting subject of religion. 
Knowing your disposition to further the views of 
all sincere christians in spreading the knowledge 
of the Redeemer among men, 1 have taken the 
liberty to introduce her to your kind consideration . 
and ask for her your interest in obtaining permis- 
sion to preach in the Capitol. Whatever kind- 
ness you manifest to her, in this way, will be con-* 
sidered as increasing obligations already felt by, 
Yours affectionately, 

W. W. WALLACE. 
Hon. Joel B. Sutherland. 

Baltlmore, Feb. 13, IS3Q. 

Dear Brethren^ — Permit mo to introduce to your 
notice and protection, our beloved Sister and fel- 
low-labourer, Miss N. Towle. She came to us 
on this day week, well recommended by some of 
our well known friends, in Pennsylvania, add Ma- 
ryland, and has preached several times in both 
our churches, much to the edification and com- 
fort of her hearers. She is much devoted to the 
cause of her Redeemer, and has travelled very 
extensively both in this country and in Europe. 
Her Lord, owns her labours in a very special 
manner, in the awakening of Sinners, and she is 
truly rendered "a daughter of consolation" to 
mourners in Zion. 

The young lady who accompanies her, is the 
daughter of the Rev. William O'Bryan, General 
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Superintendent of a respectable body of Metho- 
dist Reformers, in England, who have adopted 
the representative principle, in their church gov- 
ernment. Yours in Christ, 

J. R. WILLIAMS. 
Rev. Dr. D. B. Dorsey, Georgetown, D. C, 
Rev. D. E.Reese, Jr. Washington, 
Rev. Dr. J. S. Reese, Alexandria. 

Feb. 15th. On Monday morning, the anniver- 
sary of the day that gave me birth, we took the 
stage for the city of Wushington. The wheeling, 
bemg extremely heavy, and my frame much de- 
bilitated, by the labours of the preceding day; I 
was theretore, obliged to take to the bed, on 
reaching Georgetown: and I did not get out, to 
hold meeting, until the ensuing Friday evening. 
I then spoke at the chapel of P. Methodists, to a 
large concourse: and felt, that there were many 
in ihe congregation, possessed of a spirit, truly 
great and noble. On the Sabbath, 1 likewise 
spoke twice, to very solemn auditories: and the 
ensuing Tuesday evening from words, '''-Tluir 
foot skull slide in due timey On which occasion, 
I was led to warn them, of judgments impending. 
It was to myself a time of peculiar benetit. — 
Some came around the altar for prayers: and I 
hoped tor a plentiful harvest. With Dr. Dorsey, 
their preacher, 1 was much pleased. 

Here a letter was brought me from my sister 
S. Odell: which I received with much gratitudt 
to God, that i was privileged to hear from home, 
after so long a time, and to learn that all wert 
well; and most ot all, that God was with them, 
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to heal their souls, and make them whole. The 
letter I take the liberty here to insert, which read 
as follows.: — 

Northampton, Feb. 13, 1832. 
jOear Sister jyancijn — \ hope and trust, that 
many a poor sinner's heart has been made to re- 
joice: and many yet will be glad, that the 1 3th 
of FebruaTy, 1796, ever brought forth a daugh- 
ter, to invite them to Jesus. O, my dear sister: 
dear by a three-fold tie. 1st. By nature: 2dly. 
By grace: 3d!y. By the love and compassion, to 
poor sinners that causes, and constrains you, to ^ 
go jnto all the world, and try to engage sonls, to 
be wedded unto Christ. 0, how I covet your ^ 
happy, or rather, useful lot! I think, nothing p 
but a family of little children; would hinder me, 
from doing likewise; if I could be the meiinfl of 
winning, one precious soul, to seek eternal life. 
I see such a necessity, of doing all we can, to 
save precious immortals, from misery and woe; 
now, while we may. (Only to think, of the rich 
man in torment — how he wished, to warn his five 
brethren, when it was too late!) 0, 1 see a ne- 
cessity, indeed, of speaking ^^ofteUj one to anoik- 
cr." And our Lord, will heai'ken and hear it; ' 
and cause a book of remembrance to be wriilcn, fi;r 
those that fear liim, and think upon his name. — 
^^^nl they shall be mine," He hath said, '*?« the 
day J when I^nake up my jewels: and I will spare 
them, as a man spares his own son, that serve! h 
/iiw." 0, blessed forever, be Mis Name; that I 
ever became acquainted with so true, so constant, 
so pitiful, so powerful, so woi^thy, so lovely a be- 
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ing as this ^^ Jesus of JVdzarethj^^ is, in my view, 
this eveaiog! O, blessed be His Name! I have 
ever since the death of dur father, seen the ne- 
cessity of striving to live, in daily preparation, to 
meet Christ at His coming! The more I try to 
live by faith, the more I wish to warn others', 
" To flet jram the wrath to comey'^ and to seek 
etern«r hft. 

O, my doubly-dear, sister Nancy, why did F 

not when you were at home: fof 

the good spirit you possessed; and for the good'-^ 
will you manifested to sinners such as me ? that 
^ . you were ready to hate all that was dear to you: 
jv yea, and even your own life also, for the sake of 
' ) J^sus' and the Gospel. O, my sister; dear, dear,. 
^ dear, because of the love you have, to my pre- 
cious Christ — my soul's best beloved, and who 
is the ''Fairest," of ten thousand ''Fairs!" 0, 
f dp "want to be niore like him! — more fit toafv- 
pear with Him! O, can I ever be fitted^ eyen to 
"behold Him! — I, — a poor sinner, at the best! . 

Ati! my sister, I have seen afflictions: which 
f thought at the time, too grievous for me to bear! 
But now I see, they were blessings, in disguise! 
O, blessed be my God, for the unparalleled love. 
Ha hath borne to me, from my infancy, even to 
the present hour! If I go to Hell at last, it must 
be my own fanli. But this, I now feel, '^That I 
cuuld sound His praise for His goodness, love« 
and mercy, from land to land, and from shore to 
•Ikore!?' I think now, if I live to see my child- 
sen grown up, so as to take care of themselves, 
and you remain on the earth — I will unite heart 
auu baud, aodtravel up and down with you« Foe 
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tills, I pray my Master commission me; and "I'll 
he^r the glad tidings, of His love and mercy; 
with pleasure and delight!" 

This afternoon, Mother and Mary, have mad« 
me a visit for the first time, since you went away. 
1 was glad to see them, but should have been 
more so, if I could have found them more spirit- 
ual-minded. I was glad to read the letter, they 
brought from you: dated Jan. 30th; which ex- 
pressed your intention of going to Washington. 
Yon witl doubtless, see some there, from this 
way; Senators-* — Broadhead, Hill, Woodbury, 
and Harper, a physician. From these, the .Doc- 
tor has received the weekly, or the daily p§iper, 
called <<The Globe." i shall expect a letter 
from you, as soon as you receive this. 

O, my sister, let us be strong in. faith, giving 
glory to God! Glory, is due to Him, for what 
He hath wrought, here among us: — which I ^ili 
«&me, particularly, in my next. O, my ever dear 
•ister, I trust my husband, James, Rebeccah- 
An«, and George, have all taken a stand, for 
Jesus; to be on His side! And why need we 
care, if we are reproached and forsaken? If 
Christ is ours, all is ours. I do therefore, come 
what will, rejoice in my lot; and while God is 
with me, I account it a happy one. 

Now, may the peace of God, our Saviour, rest 
onyoui His blessing crown your labours in the 
Gospel. May you see very many, converted, and 
made like, our blessed Master. When it is well 
with you, remember Sally; who, without ceasing, 
makes mention of you, at the throne of gract,; 
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that faith, may change to vision; hope to full 
fruition; and prayer, to endless praise. 

My love to all, who love Jesus, my Saviour; 
— and my sister, Nancy. 

SALLY BARTLETT ODELL. 

On Wednesday morning, we lefl our good 
friend Davis, in company with Dr. Dorsey and 
wife, and came to Alexandria. Here, we were 
heartily welcomed of Dr. Reese, and many oth- 
ers. To his preaching house, I had full access; 
and where I addressed them, from a subject, I 
never heard, or saw; except in that obscure cor- 
ner,, of my Bible, where it stands, recorded, 
^^^nd the name of the city^ from that day shall 6€, 
The Lord is there.^^ I held four meetings in the 
place; and afler six days, in company with good 
brother Reese, we lefl for Washington. 

•In this city, I spoke twice or thrice, at the 
preaching-house of P. Methodists; twice in the 
Baptists; and twice at the African's, opposite the 
Capitol. I visited the sick, considerably; and 
spoke once, by way of exhortation, on a funeral 
occasion. I found some pious souls, in Washing- 
ton: but a great part of its citizens, are charac- 
terized, by pride and dissipation, in company 
with the two brothers, by the name of Reese, (sta- 
tioned as preachers here) I visited the Capitol: 
and took a long walk, upon the top of it; where 
' was a very commanding and delightful prospect. 
In Washington, I allowed myself some time for 
writing: — and to regain my strength, which was 
now, quite wasted. S. Speiden, Esq. and his 
companion, bestowed on us many favours. May 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VICISSITUDES ILLtTSTHATED, &C. l7ll 

the praise, of God, be their reward, in Heaven. 
In the meanwhile, I received a letter from my 
sister M — ^— , bearing the same date, of my sister 

O 's, but which, did not chance to come to 

hand, till the (irst of March, when advertised. 
It contained intelligence that gave me much pain. 
— "Even that our brother P , had the influ- 
enza in the fore part of the winter, that settled in 
a dry cough: — and that, they were fearful it would 
terminate, as our father's did! His wife was much 
alarmed for him: but he made light of it." 

I wrote to him immediately, my apprehensions, 
That death was hastening on! and besought him 
to tell me, Whether he had not recently set his 
face Mount Zion-ward and made ready for the 
solemn day. — And I added, moreover, "That I 
hoped to have, one line — for a thousand^* of him, 
before he was gone." But.ah! my letter was too 
late! He was then upon the wide ocean; beyond 
the reach of all, we could do, or solicit from him, 
morel! 

It did not strike me at this time, that I should 
go home; but I was staggered respecting my 
brother. I had indulged the pleasing idea, That 
it was well with fdm: — and now, to have no other 
information than this, threw me into much disor- 
der. I resolved, consequently, to make him the 
subject of my prayers night and day: that, (if not 
already) "His soul might be made free ^ and he 
still spared, for greater usefulness in the world." 
But, about this 4ime, I was strongly tempted. — 

♦ I had beea iu the habit of writing to him from the com- 
mencement of my travels. 
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The powers of Hell, seemed in divers ways i« 
assail me — that my attention might be diverted, 
as I thought, from my brother. I struggled hard, 
^^not against jlesk and blood, but principalities and 
powers, and the rulers of the darkness of th%B 
worldy 

After two weeks, we returned to Alexandria, — 
Where, I spoke twice on the Sabbath, at the P. 
Meth. chapel: — atid attended a prayer meeting 
on Monday evening, at the same house. My 
mind, though still strongly beset of the Adversary, 
was much drawn out in prayer: — not only for my 
brother — but for poor sinners every where. I 
could not, hold my peace. — And I could hardly 
see, how it was possible, christians should be so 
idle! ¥ea, I felt my soul inflamed, not with traa* 
sports of joy, but zeal, for the salvation of souls^ 
I saw their woeful state. But alas! I wondered 
they could be, so stupified, by sin! 

On Tuesday evening, I appointed a meeting 
for '* professors of religion — and such as were 
disposed to seek, the salvation of their souls" — 
at the house of Mr. H. — The day I employed in 
writing; and was very restless concerning my 
brother. In the evening, very few came togeth- 
er; and my heart was not with them at all. — 1 bad 
no inclination to utter a syllable to any;— dark- 
ness, and a strange disorder, seemed to pervade 
my heart. At the close of the meeting, 1 had 
been present in body; but my spirit was not there. 
— nor could 1 tell, where it had been. Oh! c«»n 
I write It? — In much painfulness, and with man ' 
tears,— I must add, ''At the hour of 7 P. M. SOih 
March, — (even at the commencement of that 
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weeting) ray dear brother expired! — far, far, from 
every friend!! 

Next day I continued restless; but held meet- 
ing in the evening at the chapel I there spoke 
more than an hour-and-a-half; principally to pro- 
fessors of religion, "To be up out of the place, 
as I saw the Lord waiting to be gracious towards 
them, and sinners hovering around the Ark tor 
admittance." If they wo^uld take h^id on Flis 
strength, I said to tbem, moreover, they would see 
the, present, "Zion's favoured hour." On clos- 
ing my address, which I suspected my last to 
many, or all of them, I bowed straitway bel<>re 
Gcd, and exerted all my remaining force, in prat- 
ing for their souls. But no sooner I had d<ine, to 
my surprise, when they poured out of the house, 
like so many frightened sheep, till I was left 
almost alone, i finally went to my lodgings, in 
company with the preacher, and gave utterance 
to my grief, by weeping aloud for s(>ine space. — 
Seeing, how near the Lord had been to bless, 
and save sinners, and what they had rejected. 
To christians, being so blind to their own good, 
and that of other immortal souls, I could not be- 
come reconciled. 

The day following, the preacher called and 
told me, — very meekl)'. That I wept because he 
did not weep. Which I allowed to be the case, 
in a measure; for 1 wondered how any could tor- 
bear, knowing what I knew. But for their leav- 
ing the house, I was never able to account; unless 
it was, That they were such timorous christiaus, 
— and I had discovered such earnestness, that 
thej were afraid, I was going b««id« mys^lf.-^ 
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They are not used to seeing such zeal in the 
South, for sinners good, as many are accustomed 
to, of New-England. Wherefore, the work of 
the Lord broke out at the same chapel, soon after, 
and spread in a very glorious manner: so 

Let those who sow in sadness, wait; 

*Till the fair harvest corae: 
They shall confess, their sheaves are great; 

And shout the victory home! 

We returned to the city of Georgetown; and f 
felt very restless, for a number of days: and much 
anxiety to know, if I was out of my place. I 
had found some drawing to Norfolk in Virginia: 
but 1 could not reconcile my mind to go, without 
hearing again from home. So I spoke twice on 
the Sabbath, at the P. Methodist chapel, of that 
place; (Dr. Dorsey being very ill;) and then 
spent a day or two, in writing. During which 
space, I received the expected letter; shewing, 

*'That our brother P , for the recovery of his 

health, had embarked on a short sea-voyage ; but 
it was not known, for what port, he had sailed." 

My sister sat apart, the 30th of March to pray 
for him;, which she insistt'd on my doing likewise. 
I now held on, by my former impression, and be- 
lieved that it would all, be for his good. I also 
indulged the pleasing hope, that God would raise 
him up, to sound salvation, to all the nations of 
the earth. At the house of good brother and 
sister D. I spent a day or two, in writing to dis- 
tant friends. Some asked for a piece of Acros- 
tic, for their Book of Mementos; in whifch, I 
Wrote the following lines: — 
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1. 

More to be valued, than fine gold, 
A treasure God has given; 
Richer, than can e*er be told: > 

It's Wisdom — That was never sold; > 
An oifepring true of Heaven. 

2, 

Wilt tboQ, the joys of earth forego — 

Eternal bliss secure: 

Seek «* Wisdom from above," and know] 

Life, and salvation, sure. 

Even then, this world, you bid farewell; 

Your anchor's cast, within the veil! 

3. 

Devoid of fear, O travel on! 

And when the strife, is o'er; 

Victory, gained: — ^The Kingdom won; — \ 

Immortal life; — a glorious Crown; > 

Shall thine be, — ^Evermore! 



Georgetown, J). C, \ 
>farch 27th, 1832. J 



NANCY. 



Mary'*s meekness, may you know; 
And Annans true devotion, show; 
Math's unyielding zeal, possess; 
Yea, Lydia^s tender-heartedness! 

Kindly, vou have served me; 

I pray, tnat you rewarded be: 

Nor, if on earth, I see you more ; 

Go on; we'll meet, on Canaan's shore. 

N.\NCY. 
Georgetown, D, C. \ 
March 27th, 1832. 5 
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To the people of Georgetown, and .others of 
those regions, 1 had hecome much attached; and 
among the many things unpleasant to hear, was 
that of parting again, with friends bo kind. I de- 
sited to vis- it the Presidenty before leaving; but I 
viewed myself unworthy, to intrude upon his 
time. So it happened, on the 30th of March, we 
took the steam-boat for Norfolk. In one day we 
reached the place; and met with a hearty wel- 
come, at the house of Mr. Graham. 

Being unable to hold meeting the foUowrag 
day, (which was the Sabbath) 1 went to a Meth- 
odist-class where Mrs. Elice Smith was leader; 
who had travelled some years, as a preacher of 
the Gospel. She was a native of Connecticut; 
but whom before, I had never the privilege of 
seeing. Although, I had been much in her 
track; and always found her praise in all the 
churches. As a preacher, I believe she had been 
more universally admired, thanr any other female 
of America, in like manner devoted; but since 
her confinement by marriage, she had not that 
religious enjoyment, which she formerly had 
known. 

In the evening, I found a drawing to the Bap- 
tist meeting; to which I went: and it being com- 
manion season, I had opportunity of seeing, how 
large a church they had gathered of that parti- 
cular ^^namey But alas! of the name it is, 
th.>ught I: ^^They have gathered iogtihery'^ as 
said the Lord of Hosts, '''•hut not by me." A large 
company of females, appeared more fit for the 
play-house, than the communion table. Y^'hereas 
at the close, an invitation was given^ to ihost 
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who felt a need af religion, to come fbiward. And 
there came out, the number of thirty, or^more^ 
that knelt around the desk: with whom, I had re- 
ally some fellowship. And them, I believed in a 
fair way to be saved; if they were not ruined by 
the example, of rotten-hearted professors. 

I, accordingly went forward, and knelt with the 
mourners; determined, that if any had liberty, to. 
cry for mercy, I would improve it by praying the 
Lord, "to have werct/ upon them all." But there 
chanced to be a man present, that heard me speak, 
at the class-meeting — who came to me, and said, 
**It is the mourners, they are inviting forward." 
"I know," said I, "what they are about; and I 
am agoing to pray for them, if they will let me." 
"Will you?" rejoined he. "Yes," added I, "and 
exhort them too!" Of this he informed some of 
their chief members, (their minister having with- 
drawn) and they desired, that I should speak what 
I pleased. Which I accordingly did, with much 
delight; and I believe to the satisfaction of them 
all. But it appeared, that such as were seeking 
religion, could scarcely be converted there, a- 
midst such confusion. I suppose however, few 
of them knew any thing of that; but thought they 
had "remarkably good order; and a very decent, 
and becoming reviva/." Ah! c^ea^^, that made its 
ravages in the place shortly after; taught many 
of them, how well prepared they were to die! — 
Some few, wherefore remained, that had not defi- 
led their garments. — ^^ They shall toalk tvith me in 
ivhitCy^^ saith the Saviour, ^\for they are worthy, ^^ 

I made application for the M. house, afterwards, 
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to speak in; but they alledged, afler consuUatiod| 
"that it was contrary to their rules." It is mat- 
ter to me of great astonishment, that professed 
christians, can be, so much more willing, souls 
shall perish; than that the ^^rules of their socie* 
iy^^ shall be broken! But we are better able to 
account for the matter however, from these "un- 
conditional election, and reprobationists" than a- 
ny others. They, in general as a fraternity, are 
so callous-hearted, that I seldom look for any 
thing better, at their hand! 

Behind the pulpip-window of that preaching- 
house, lies all that remains of him, once so dear 
to thousands, — John Colby.* I spent a solemn 
space, at this grave — when the parting scene with 
him, in the house of my father, was fresh to my 
remembrance. Being then in the last stage of a 
consumption, and in and in contemplation of a 
voyage to the South; in hope it might conduce to 
the recovery of his health — he addressed each 
member of the family, by singing the lines, of the 
**Preacher's Farewell," 

Farewell faithful pilgriais; farewell all aroand; 
Perhaps we'll not meet, till the last tramp, shall sound. 
To meet you, in glory, I give you my hand; 

The Saviour to praise, in a pure social baud. 

As he repeated the two last, he extended to my- 
self the parting hand: — ^which caused such an inci- 
pression, as I shall never forget. No, — the lan- 
guage of my hj&art was, "I am not prepared to 

♦ He was of the Free-will Baptint persuasionv 
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meet you in glory!" From hence-forward, that 
solemn sound ever rang in my ears, in my reflec- 
ting moments, till I had an evidence, **I should 
meet him, in Fleaven." Although, but in the 
stage of cliildhood at that time; the impressive 
manner in which he was used to gaze upon me — 
bespeaks, that he had some premonition of the 
toil and suffering, I should, as himself, partake, — 
when he lay sleeping in the dust. 

The memory of J. Colby, will ever be dear to 
thousands, that ever beheld his most Heavenly 
countenance, and heard the sublime and penetra- 
ting truths, that flowed from his tongue. Multi- 
tudes flocked to hear him preach; and the con- 
version of many, was the result wherever he went. 
He died a martyr's death: at least, he wore him- 
self out, for the good of &ouls; at the early age, 
(if I mistake not) of twenty-seven. According 
to calculation, he journeyed on, preaching from 
place to place, until he reached Norfolk. After 
landing in that place, he survived, I think, but one 
week; and delivered his last discourse from the 
desk, — one yard from which, now sleeps his hon- 
ored dust. He preached, as it were, his own fu- 
neral sermon: and gave orders, that his body 
should be deposited in that vacant spot, (which U 
separated by a wall, from the common buryin[. 
ground) where, with only a companion or two a 
a distance, it still sweetly, reposes. A solitary, an« 
humble stone, with a few lines inscribed, is now 
all, to perpetuate the memory of God's faithfu 
embassador, and our servant, John Colby. Alasi 
I little thought^ when reclining over his silent bed, 

m3 
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for what an heart-rending scene, it was to "be a 
preparative to myselfl — but I here forbear. 

Mr. Smith,*^ kindly invited me to speak at his 
chapel; which I did to a large auditory, with mnch 
satisfaction. Fie, with his companion likewise, 
invited me to speak at their dwelling-house. That 
I also did, and it was to myself a season — espe- 
cially to be remembered. Dr. J. French, and 
wife, desired that I should speak at their dwelling: 
— which was likewise to me, a profitable inter- 
view. But, to the people of Norfolk, the Gospel 
was of little worth: and my way, was in a great 
measure hedged up. 1 heard of some, belooging 
to the ''Connexion of Christians," three miles 
from the town, whom I wi.?hed to visit. But I 
was advised *jiot to go near them:^ — in case I did 
^'others would reject me, — as they were a people, 
that were thought, nothing of: and in sentiment, 
Unitarians." 

However, I called upon one of them, who was 
a merchant in townj and in him, 1 saw at once, 
the image, — worthy of my love, lie received us, 
with all the familiarity of a Christian and a broth- 
er ; *and kindly proposed, his dwelling for our 
home. We cotisequently, went with him, the next 
Loj^d'sday: and in their preaching house, I im- 
proved twice: when it was to me, **like times of 
old." The power of God descended, and the 
'*shout of a king," was heard in the camp. How 
differently do I rind, myself exercised, among a 
people, where all (male and female) are at liber- 
ty to obey the Lord; from what 1 generally am, 

♦ The busbaa^ ef Elice Miller, that wa». 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VICISSITUDES ILLTTSTRATED, iiC. 189 

where tliey are fettered by forms and ceremonies! 
In the people here, I was not at all disappointed; 
for I had calculated on finding them, precisely the 
reverse, of what they had been represented tome. 
It was not a large, but a very wealthy, humble, 
and happy society; whose praise was not of men, 
but of t^od. I felt my whole soul cemented with 
theirs! and with them, I could have staid: — and 
there with them, been buried! 

One of their preachers,'*^ invited us to Ports- 
mouth; to which place, we were pleased to gu — 
and were very agreeably entertained, at his house. 
By his influence, the Masonic-hall was opened to 
me; but the IVIethodists, refused him their chapel; 
though Mrs. Smith, had full access there. 1 had 
discernment enough to know however, the reason 
of my being rejected. If we let these men alo'ne^ 
Ike world wUl go after ihemU! 

At the Masonic-hall, I spoke three times; I be- 
lieve, to the mutual edification and comfort of the 
saints, and to the awakening of some, stout-heart- 
ed sinners. Much praise is due to the Masons 
of that Lodge, for their kindness; especially Capt, 
H. to whose family, I was afterwards introduced; 
and met with no common generosity. I have been 
sometimes taught, in the journey of my life; not 
to look for Christianity y among those called chris^ 
tians; but among such, as are not, disgraced by 
that title! For many desire a name to live, when 
they are dead; and say, *^Let us eat our own brca(i 
and wear oUr.otcn apparelP^ 

♦ Mr. Milb Barritt. 
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We visited Mr. F — ,* a preacher of the sect 
aforenamed; who shewed himself, a father, and 
a friend; indeed, lie had large possessions, and 
many servants around him; but as he expressed 
to me, *^The greatest trouble he had ever seen, 
was concerning slave-holdmg: and that he had 
been willing to emancipate his own; with money 
upon their backs, to be free from such an embar- 
rassment." Whereas, (after assigning his rea- 
sons for not doing it) added he, "I resolved to 
conduct myself towards them, as the childrea of 
my own family; by providmg a comfortable habi- 
tation, food and raiment; and calling them to- 
gether, once a day, to hear the Bible read, and 
for prayers: and thus, '*! felt rftyself approved 
of God; and a conscience towards them^ void of 
offence." They, therefore, loved and honoured 
him, as their master, and as their father: and they 
will, undoubtedly, be found as his ^'praise, and 
his glory," when he must, delivtrtip the steward- 
ahipy and be no longer steward. 

1 found residing near Norfolk, one of my old 
acquaintance: Dr. A. Buzzell, the son of the 
venerable John Buzzell. of Parsonstield, (Me.) 
With him and his worthy companion, 1 was re- 
joiced to meet; having been formerly acquainted 
with the connections of each; and whom I es- 
teemed, as the excellent of the earth. He done 
me the honor to say, *^I have known a considera- 

* It was told me of the man, that he saw one at auction, 
shortly since, who appeared a person of piety: — he therefore, 
paid his piice $1150, and set him tree, to go and preach the 
Gospel to his brethren. If this is not Christianity: pray, 
**Vyhat is It, to be a christian?*' 
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ble number of femdo preachers, (hat sat out to 
travel the world, who soon after chose to locate; 
but N — , has continued, unwaveringly the same, 
for many years: and for which, I think her de- 
aerving of a double reward." Of their benevo- 
lence, we Were partakers in a very high degree: 
for which, may they increase, in every eaitlily 
good. And with all wisdom, and knowledge, in 
Christ Jesus, may they abound, when time shall 
be no more! 

I had much more service for the people of 
Norfolk; and as the Court-house, I had been told, 
was free to me; I asked for an appointment there. 
But there was none to light it uy — and many oth- 
er e.xcuses: sol saw that prejudice had shut the 
door:— and I was clear of their blood, if I left 
them as they were. If they receive not the Lord 
Jesus, how can they receive, whom Ho hath 
sent? I had been at $14 expense, to come and 
doihem good; and $14 more, it must reduce my 
purse, to return: — their servants, I had compen- 
sated for their attendance, in a considerable de- 
gree: — ^l, I had paid for coach-fare, the distance 
of three miles: and (exclusive of a few days 
board,) from no one of them, had I received the 
ojBTer of a farthing. But in justice, I am hound 
to say of the people, against whom they caution- 
ed me so much, rhat I did not leave them, aOter 
spending my time and strength for their benefit, 
without receiving, as a testimonial of their good- 
ness, a $5 note: and not only once, but the same 
favour afterward repeated. Similar instances of 
uncharitableness, and I may also add, hypocrisy, 
I of\en see exemplified, of an ill, misjudging- 
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world! Brother B — , with the people at tbe Navjr 
Yard, of Gosport and Portsmouth,* I had abun- 
dfiiit reason to esteem, for their tender concern. 
May they acknowledge Go , in all their ways; and 
of His rich bounty largely partake, when all 
things else, shall fail. 

Having spent two weeks at these places, I was 
drawn back to Harrisbnrg: and as Providence 
cleared the way, we took the steam- packet, and 
started for. Baltimore. After one night, we reach- 
ed the city; and called on good brother W — : 
whet* some, would take no denial, but that I must 
speak to them that evening. 1 hat, accordingly 
I did, as well as I was able; with the apology for 
myself, "That I had made it a rule of my life, 
when unable to do what I would, to do the best 
that I could, and leave the event with God; who 
was all-sufficient to overrule it, to the good of 

some " The dear people of B , had ever 

considered my feeble state, and taken me to, and 
from meeting, in a coach: which added, to both 
my strength, and courage, of labouring for tReir 
good. 

We spent one day after, with them; and took 
the stage for Harrisburg: to which place we ar- 
rived at the expense of $25 and upwards, from 
the time of leaving Norfolk. The Lord, put it 
into the heart of good brother S — , of Baltimore, 
lo supply all our lack. It is my lot to be a debtor 

• We took a journey over the Dock- Yard, and over the 
nr.au of-war ship i eiaware. This Yard, witli the Arsenal 
beloi. iug thereto, exceeded for curiosity, any thin^ I hid 
e«er seen m the United otates 
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both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians ; to th« 
wise, and to the unwise; so that, as much as in 
me is, I am ready to do good to all men, for the 
Son of man's sake. 

On reaching H — , my strength was quite pros- 
trated; as the wheeling, for the hundred miles 
distance^ ^was uncommonly heavy: hence I was 
obliged, for one day, to lay by. Here, Thomasino 
bad the satisfaction to meet with her father He 
had been to the city of Washington; byt was dis- 
appointed in not finding us there, so he made a 
speedy return. I now parted again with my 
companion; and saw, That God intended for me, 
in every place, I should have no earthly prop. I 
wish to know nothing, but Christy and Him crU" 
cified; and trust in Him alone, for every needed 
good. 

I took lodgings, with dear brother and sister 
W — ; where, I had decided it right, to labour for 
a space at my pen. I had sought for opportuni- 
ty, long, of puting my journal to the press: but 
souls were so precious to me, that I could never 
find how to be released from public labour. Nor 
even now, could I get off, but with a promise, of 
speaking on the Sabbath, at some place, morning 
and evening. Wherefore, my first business was, 
to write to my folks at home> whom 1 had ne- 
glected, much longer than I was wont to do — but 
not without especial anxiety, for both their pres- 
ent, and eternal interest. 

The first Sabbath, I spoke twice in H — , to res- 
pectable congregations. And had the satisfac- 
tion to find the new-beginners, ^vell '^rooted and 
grounded in the faith;" and striving together, for 
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iho hope of the Gospel. Some of them, were 
remarkably devoted, to the cause of the blessed 
Itedeemer. 

The second Saturday and Sabbith, I attended 
Mrs. \V — 's **annual conference," in one of the 
towns adjacent. Where I heard Mr. O'B. preach, 
Saturday night: and Mr. W — , in the German 
tongue, Sabbath morning — also Mr. Eliot (from 
Uld England) in English: and in the P. M. 
M. they appointed for myself. Although I came 
to this meeting, in much poverty of spirit; and 
feeling as though I could scarce utter a sentence: 
J soon began to be weary with forbearing, and I 
could not stay. I found the word of the Lord, as 
fire shut up in my bones; and 1 was ready to say 
as Moses, ^^Give ear, O ye Heavens, and 1 mil 
speak; and hear O earth, the tcords of my mouth! 
'J'he portion of scripture, to which I was more 
especially led, however, was that to myself, en- 
tirely new: recorded, 1st. Chron. xxi. 1, 2. — 
^''Jiad Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked 
David, to number Israel, t^'e." 

A iemale pieacher, who had arisen in those 
regions, of Dutch descent, occupied the desk 
with me: and on my conclusion, bhe gave an ex- 
hortation. When, tinners began to cry aloud for 
mercy; and some were set at liberty : and believ- 
ers, many, were quite overwhelmed, with the di- 
vine influence. We were liilcd, at length, with 
all consolation; and great v,as our gh-rying, in 
tlie Lord. Mr. O'B. and some other preachers, 
saw fit to join in church-fellowship, with Mr. 
Winebrenner. 

One more week, I continued my labour at nay 
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pen; and spoke on Sabbath-day in Harrishuig. 
but I felt much disquietude of soul, for a number 
of days; as though, something great and dis^trcs- 
sing, was about to befall me. On Monday, I 
found it hard to attend to my business: the intel- 
ligence I should recoivc tVom home, seemed to 
engross all my thoughts. On Tue.sday morning — 
Oh! [ realized of a truth, bitterness and sorrow, 
before unfelt by me! The dreadful letter was 
handed me — of which, I here present a transcript: 

IIamtton, May 7th, 1832. 

Denv Slstcv JVancy — We have been waiting, 
with anxious expectation to hear from you, until 
yesterday: when we took from the otlice your 
letter, bearing date April 2.'3d; and were surpris- 
ed to fiiu\, you bad not received my last,* of 
April 5th, concerning our dear Brother Philip! 
He is no more! 

He died in Charleston, S. C. March iOth; 
wanting one-day, of three weeks, from the time 
he left his dwelling. Death has again been per- 
mitted to come very near, and take one of our 
number, in a sudden manner: although not alto- 
gether unexpected! I was there, when he left 
for Boston hospital, and was sensible, as 1 saw 
him take the stage, that it was, for the last time! 
Although, I little thought but that some of the 
family, would see him there: — however, it has 
pleased an All-wise God, to order it otherwise. 

* That letter, although sent for, could never be obtJiined. 
Those letters, post-paid r.t that place, are often "nunabered 
with the dead.'* 
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A fter he became unable to attend to his busines0| 
he confined himself to the house three weeks, 
previous to his leaving. He was sensible of his 
situation: said he wished to get well; and was 
anxious, to see the physician^ in Boston. He 
thought it would be a satisfaction, to know if there 
was any help for him; although he was wasted to 
a mere skeleton: — ^yet we wished him to be grati- 
fied, and I, accordingly, prepared his things. 
He made a very short stay in Boston; as the phy- 
sicians gave him very little encouragement, ex- 
cepting a sea voyage. For which he immediate- 
ly started — first to Providence; and from thence^ 
**To sail for Georgia." He wrote to his wife ia 
Boston, but mailed it in Providence. Before we 
received his letter, Simon went to B — , to see 
him; but he had left; and there was no prospect 
of finding — if he pursued him. 

So, we heard nothing more of him, until April 
3d, when we received a letter from Dr. J. Wag- 
ner, of Charleston^ S. C; bearing *'the dreadful 
news of his death P^ He arrived there, March 
16th in the schooner Spy; but was so feeble that 
he could not go on shore, with the rest of the 
passengers: so remained in the vessel, at the 
wharf, until the 18th. Dr W — , being informed 
of him, *that he was a medical gentleman, &c.' 
hastened immediately, to ofi[er to him the civili- 
ties of the profession; and proposed, that he 
should be taken to Mr. Estill's boarding-house, 
where his jfellow-passengersnvere. To which he 
assented; and he accordingly, brought his car- 
riage and took him there. I3ut though, only a 
short distance, it so fatigued and e.xhaustcd him^ 
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Ihat he couJd not be carried to the chamber: — 
He, therefore, was accommodated with a tempo- 
rary bed upon a sofa, in Mr E — 's parlour: 
where he remained, until his last; which uas 
Tuesday, 20th inst. 7 o'clock, P M. 

We have the satisfaction to think, he had good 
attendance after he was taken from the vessel: 
but what his sufferings were before, we cannot 
tell.- In that, esjipecialJy, we see the hand of God; 
that his life was spared to reach the shore: and 
to meet with very many respectable citizens, who 
were ready to administer to his every want; and 
sympathise deeply in the loss. Dr. \V — , writes, 
(as if a goodly man). that he did by him, as Ite 
considered it his duty to do — by all, who c<iUJd 
bear it: — Told him of his approaching end; and 
asked, if he should write to his wife. He un)y 
answered, by saying, *^I know I am ill; but wiil 
write myself, to-morrow:': — and that, was but tive 
or six hours before he died. 

He was attended to the grave, by a numerous 
asseflablage of respectable citizens: arid buried in 
a de<:ent maoner, in Trinity-Church-yard, Hasell 
9treei. We entertained an idea, that you would 
go there;. land see the spot, and learn the particu- 
^rs from Dr. W. We have nothing from his 
mouth, except those few words: so we must leave 
Jbim, with the Lord. We can't but indulge the 
h6pe,that he has landed sale on lounanuel's Plain. 
Where, I hope we shall be prepared to meet him, 
with our dear Father, gone before — and part a- 
gain, no more. Yours, aflfectioBately, 

M. T. 
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My blood chilled in my veins! Oh! that dread* 
ful sentence; it tore, my heart asunder! ^^Ovr 
dear Brother Philip, is no wiore." I burst forth 
into a loud, and vehement cry. Oh, awful hour! 
Had it not been then, that the Lord was on my 
side; I should have been swallowed up, of the 
flood! I hardly knew, where to fly for relief. — 
However, when the tumult of grief, had subsided 
in some, small degree ; with a pale and trembling 
hand, I wrote a few lines to my sister M. who 
had given me some encouragement, that she would 
meet me at any place, I might see fit to appoint. 
I saw proper to say, I would meet her in Balti- 
more; and from thence, would go and visit the 
memorable spot, that contained the remains, of 
^^oncy to us so dear — and likewise, so engaging to 
all, of whom his worth was known." 1 strove 
also, to add some words of comfort to the family : 
— when^ alas! they had long before drank the 
bitter cup; which was now — mine alone, far a- 
way — and among strangers! 

The day, at length passed, and night came oa: 
which seemed almost a score. All desire for food, 
or sleep were gone; and nature had almost sunk, 
beneath the dreadful load. But notwithstanding, 
I took the stage, a little past midnight, — unac- 
companied, and with many tears: and reached B. 
at the going-down, of another sun. I went 
direct to the house of Dr. W . in whose skill I 
confided, as a physician of both soul, and body, 
too. 

I had not been more than one half-hour in the 
place, befbre Lorenzo Dow arrived, from Phila- 
delphia, and staid at the same house: — from whom 
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1 had not heard a syllable, for more than a twelve- 
month. I looked upon this, as a fresh instance 
of my Heavenly Father's care: — as he had 
ever proved himself, a very special friend in 
times of difficulty and trouble. And him, I re« 
garded, as worthy of double-honour, for his work's 
sake. 

He, with good brother and sister W, contribu- 
ted much towards soothing the swelling tide of 
grief and anguish. But nevertheless, many times 
in a day, I exclaimed (even as David, for Absa- 
lom) <'0h! Philip, Philip, my Brother, would God, 
I had died for thee!" lea, I thought that I wil- 
lingly would have submitted to death in his stead; 
oould he have been spared for greater usefulness 
io the world. What were his sufferings in his 
last, I could not tell. It was not however, the 
bodily pains he endured; neither the loss of him, 
that I felt so sensibly; as ''what was the staiv of 
his soul, in that dreadful hour." I had now noth- 
ing to build my hopes upon, of his eternal well- 
being, but the impression, to which 1 have often- 
times referred, ^' that it was well with him." I 
found it now hard, whereas, to hold on, by that. I 
seemed to be assailed of all the powers of dark- 
ness — that represented him, as ^ 'dying in a state 
of the deepest mental agony, and raging despera- 
tion; far, from every friend, and even — as impre- 
cating the day, that gave him birth." The very 
conception of this, sunk me, almost, into the same 
vortex of ruin. I was also, self-accused in ten 
thousand ways, of neglecting him, when I might 
have ministered, to his eternal interest. Oh! bow 
do ikey stand, in t^e dreadful day, when the winds 
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and temptation blow.; and the floods break in op-' 
on their souls, th^t have not the restraining, and 
the supporting grace of God, to fly to, for shelter! 

By listening to the suggestions of the adversa- 
ry, in one particular point; I was led. also, a step 
farther — even to his insinuations, of Atheism.— 
And said I, ^' if it be possible, that my prayers, 
for so many years, and those of the whole house, 
in behalf of my brother, have fallen to the ground; 
there is no God existing: — a|id in this case, all 
my toils and sufferings, even of the best, of my 
days, have been, together fruitless!" 1 came, 
therefore, to a complete decision, that if be was 
lost — all was gone! — my faith was totally vain, 
and there was nothing more remaining, that I 
could undertake. But, admitting that there ws» 
an invisible, and superintending power, in whom 
alone, \\as "salvation through faith:" inasmuch 
1 b^eved, that I had been a partaker thereof. — 
A >d in case, my prayers had ever been accepted 
of Him for my own soul, — or any individual of 
Adam's race, I must also believe, they had been, 
in behalf of my brother. Hence it seemed, that 
with him, ''I must either stand, or fall '* And I 
was now called to a new exercise of my faith- 
even to trust, in my owny former belief of his sal- 
vation: as I had believed God, that He would 
save him, — and said, '*Lord by any means;" so 
DOW it appeared,! was forbidden to doubt. And in 
no other way, did it seem possible, that I could 
ever rise again 

So after a day or two, on this ground, — and by 
attending to what was urged of brother W. I be- 
gan to be more composed. - Said he, "your 
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brother, when he got off at sea, had nothing to do, 
But to give himself up fully to the Lord. And it 
is my firm belief, that God would not suffer all 
your prayers for him, to be lost. I knew a man 
once — a profane swearer, who was cast-away, 
and sunk to the bottom of the deep: but he came 
up, praising God, — to the astonishment of all whe 
knew him. And thus, if it was not^ until the very 
last moment, I believe that God saved your broth- 
er." Although still, I very sensibly felt the dread- 
ful shock; yet, the bitter cup contained a mix- 
lure of sweetness, that before, I never realized. — 
The conception, of soon joining ^tm, to mingle 
raptures, — where the infinite periods of an eternal 
day, are rolling along; was joyful, beyond expres- 
sion. I saw necessary to employ myself in writing; 
first, to my mother's family; which I did^ as foU 
lows:* 

Baltimore, May 17, 1832. 
Dear Mother J Brothers and Sisters, — Your af- 
fliction, must have been, very great! I would, 
that I had been with you, when the dreadful ti- 
dings came, of the de(Uh of our dear Brother!-^ 
The stroke to me, was heart-rending! — Much 
more so, if possible, must it have been to you — 
who had him always near you . I gave vent, to 
the agony of my heart in such a manner, as quite 
overcame me. Strangers only, could sympathize 
with me! I was at the house of the Lutheran 
minister — Mr. W. who strove to comfort me, as 
much as possible. Oh! Philip, Philip. Is he 

^ AH letters, I choose to insert^ ife the snaid tii^le style In 
WUch the J were first pennedh 
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gone? Very dear, was he to me! But it is the 
Lord; and we should acquiesce and say, ^^th^ iffUk 
be done P^ However, his going away, and d^ng 
among strangers, where no friend could help, or 
eorofort him, — renders the circumstance peculiar' 
ly distressing to me. Oh, the Lord has wise-ends, 
in qU these things: — though, clouds and darkness 
are now around about him! I still feeH^f it it 
well mth him, O, he has met with our dear, de* 
ceased parent, first, in Heaven — far, beyond all 
pain and woe! Could he see us now, would- be 
not smiling say, ^^weep not for me/*' He has only 
led us, — as through a dark entry to pass — ^to shi-* 
ning realms on high. Very soon do I hope to see 
our beloved Father, and brother Philip, seated 
together, upon the dear Redeemer's Throne. 
shall we all meet, as one household, in a world of 
uninterrupted felicity — and part again, no more! 
O, how sweet the thought of dying, to me! I 
would gd, and see our dear brother P . at Idst, 
happy in the Lord: and hear him sing a song^ 
that never tuned his harp, or viol, — here below! 
Yea, that Angels never knew, "of redeemtng 
grace, and dying love!" • 

Will they not, soon hail, some other member of 
our family, in Heaven? A great breach, is now 
made in our number; and who will be the next, to 
go ? For those, which have already gone, have 
we not long been praying— as if it were foreknown 
— they must first pass, cold Jordan's stream? 
O, methinks dear P. will claim the privilege of 
singing the loudest in Heaven ; as a brandy so a- 
mazingly pUickedfrom the burning! Perhaps it 
was at the time, I had such an impression ofhii*^ 
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as I spoke to you of, — that he cast himself, at Je- 
sus' feet. Has not his life been far better, than 
many, who make a loud profession of sanctity ? 
He wronged none; (of which I ever knew) he 
was kind) and affectionate to all; — and owed no 
one, any evil. He strove to deal justly , love mer- 
cy ^ — and I judge, that he walked as humbly y — as 
did any of us, — from what I saw of him. He 
spoke things, it is true, on the subject of re- 
ligion, which we conceived wrong: but that he 
done, merely, for talk's sake. How much **0/d 
JVb/f*rtf," will try to hide good impressions^ if it 
may be done without injury to any one! Will our 
Heayenly Father, throw away all the prayers, 
we have put up, in his behalf, these many years ? 
No. If I admitted that, methinks I could have 
but little faith, in ever praying again, for any 
mortal to be saved ! 

When I left home, I feared that dear P. might 
soon go; therefore I determined to employ all my 
powers in his behalf; which I did, until I had the 
assurance, as I thought, that God was his friend. 
Sister Sally, appointed the 30th of March, to fast 
and pray for him; and insisted, that I would not 
ibrget it. Dear soul, he was then, I trust, well 
acquainted in Heaven, with all her hopes and 
fears, for him! I did not pray for him, however, 
at that time: but said, ''I have laboured so earn- 
estly for him heretofore, my work now seems to 
be ended." I was then settled into a sweet peace, 
respecting him. But since that, I confess, my de- 
sires have been much to Heaven, about P. 1 was 
hoping that he would recover his heaHfa, and 
preach the Gospel, to poor sinners. But oh! dear 
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Philip's voice we shall not hear, soundiog salva-* 
tioD, until we reach Heaven! O then we'll sing 
with him, the loudest Hallelujah's to God, and the 
Lamb! and ''iioiv h come sa/vahW," shall be 
oui theme for ever more! Uo\v many years I 
have besought the Lord, to save all my father's 
house, as a reward of my labours abroad! I have 
many times said, '^if I am separated from my fath-r 
er's children, here on earth; let me have them all 
again, in Heaven!" O yes^ 1 believe I shall see 
them all, in a world of Glory! O happy day! 
joyful hour! My heart leaps forward, at the 
thought! O, 'tis a little while; 'tis only a little 
way, and eternity we shall see! Let us all be 
making ready. Oh, we have had loud calls^ to be 
ready! if we neglect them, it is at our peril. My 
Brothers — my Sisters, all, be diligent for eterni* 
ty May we not need another, such a tremen- 
dous shock, to awaken us! How do we know, 
how soon it may be our time; or in what manner, 
we also, may be called for? Whowoulil have 
thought it appointed F to go away there, and die 
among sti angers! Had it been myself, you would 
not have wondered, so much. That may be like- 
wise, my lot! When, or where, I may die, lean- 
not tell, nor am I at all, concerned to know. It 
would have been comforting to our mother; and 
especially to his wife, to have had him with them, 
in his last: and to have heard his dying counsel. 
B'»t he was permitted to go away, not only for 
his own, or our good: but perhaps his death, may 
be the life of many, afar off. Oh, my Brothers 
and Sisters, have we not reason to believe the 
dreadful stroke, designed in a great measure, t* 
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arouse us, to double oar diligence! Will you 
tiy, one, and all, to be more devoted to God? 
Tell J. and VV. I cannot have them excused: 
neither will the God of Heaven. Tell S. (the 
now disconsolate widow) that the Lord has saved 
P^ — ; and that she must be so thankful, as to 
praise Him, with the rest of us, the remainder of 
her days. (I will write to her, perhaps to-mor- 
row.) O, '*I wish to praise Him, while I have 
breath;" '*His loving-kindness, sing in death!" 

methinks I see dear brother Philip, lie upon 
that sofa: and hear him, in a lamb-like manner 
say, ^^ I will write myself /o*jwon'oir." O, instead 
thereof — was it in Heaven he appeared, to send 
some, shining-Angel to comfort you ? — or as an 
Angel, doth he himself descend, to whisper gen- 
tly in your ear, "It is well with me — weep no 
more!" O methinks 1 sec, his dear smiling corpse, 
surrounded of strangers — and of strangers ad- 
mired! O yes, I see him, as it were, expiring 
with a sweet smile upon his countenance; and 
saying "Farewell to this world, the scene of all 
my sorrows!" "Farewell my loving Wife, and 
little Sod! My widowed, tender Mother; my 
loved Brothers and Sisters, all — who have la- 
boured so much for my salvation, farewell! Those 
eternal blessings, they have so much implored 
for me, I am going now, forever to possess ! God 
has heard, their sighs and tears, and calls me to 
His arms! I cannot thank them, till they too, 
shall reach the Port of endless rest! — Then shall 

1 rejoice with them, to everlasting day!" 0,1 
feel methinks, while I write, the happy state of 
hi0 spirit! I never before realized such union^ 
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existing, between enibodied, and glorified spirits. 
O, ray brother Philip, how much endeared to me! 
I seem to hear him; I seem to behold him, near; 
enwrapped with wonder and surprise, that he — 
such a sinner, should be saved! Can you wish 
him back again? O no, let us submit to God, 
and be prepared to meet him; and all our kindred, 
that have gone before; in fairer worlds on high, 
-*!-to part again no more : 

So prays, your affectionate, N. T. 

The day following, I wrote to Dr. Wagner of 
Charleston, with others of my friends. And then, 
stood awhile to consider, what course, it was best 
for me to take. For public labour, I really felt 
as insufficient, as though I never had been taught 
the use of words. To have recourse to my pen 
still, I believed would be the most effectual 
method, of regaining my wanted vivacity; and of 
preparing me, for the grand object farther distant. 
But the work I had begun at H — , it seemed, 
would confine my mind too much, to things for- 
eign, to be agreeable at this time. To write, 
what had latterly transpired, appeared most con- 
genial to my feelings. Sol concluded, to con- 
tract the whole work, in a narrower compass; add 
present it to the public, as soon as opportunity 
might permit. 

Four weeks, I made my stay at brother W — 's; 
thankful to the Lord, for friends so kind, in this 
special time of need: and my writing I slowly 
pursued, while the ink, was often mingled with 
my tears. Many others whom I highly esteemed, 
visited, and strove, to offer me, words pf GQnsol»- 
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tion. But I had little disposition for society; al- 
thoogh 1 was not unconscious of the debt of love, 
I owed to them, for their christian-like sympathy.. 
I then went to the house of Mr. Rusk,^ and 
there, I found a quiet habitation, and a peaceful 
home, indeed. I made there, a stay of two weeks: 
and in the meanwhile, I received an answer to- 
mine, from tny sister:-^— Of which, I heie insert, 
a short extract: 

NoRTH-H , May , 1832. 

Dear Sister JSTancyy — I should have answered 
your's of the 27th of April, before now, but I 
have been waiting to hear, whether you had re- ^ 
eeived tidings of poor — (no, I trust rich,) — broth- *• » 
er Philip's departure, from earth to Heaven. — '- 
Oh! Nancy, when we all met at the funeral o£ 

our father, could we have thought that P , 

I^ust be the first to go — and so soon too? -^ut i 
believe, (as I told the family) that he was better 
prepared to go, than any one of us; for, he for- 
sook all for Christ: yea, and his own life also; 
and then the Saviour doubtless, took him to him| 
self, in Paradise. There, I think I have view] 
both him, and our father, to my unspeakable j^ 
My tongue cannot describe, the love they expres- 
sed to each other; and also to me, on my enter- 
ing where they were. I thought P — , came, and 
clasped his arms about my neck; with the utmost 
joy and affection : and then he embraced our fath- 
er, with such affection and happiness, as I never 
witnessed before. We then united, and sung to- 
g^ether the foundation-hymn. I thought they both 

• Whoso wifd is nistor, to the Mayor of tho towa. 
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looked white, ruddy, and fair, as young childreBt 
and but family do I picture, the happiness, they 
appeared to enjoy. O, 1 can never entertain a 
doubt, but that it is weil with him! — but loudly it 
calls to us, to be also ready. A few nights after 

the news, concerning P , I dreamed that he 

came and stood before my bed, and sBiiling said^ 
''Prepare to meet thy God!" O Nancy! dear 
Naucy, tell the people, to whom you next may 
speak, what I — your sister, now say, "If I had 
wings like some shining Seraph, I would gladly 
stand by your side, and entreat 'saints' to be ur- 
gent for eternity — and 'sinners,' to strive with 
their might, to have repentance towards Grod, and 
faithinour Lord Jesus Christ P^ # # » Which 
may <>od of His infinite mercy enable them to do^ 
—prays, S. B. ODELL. 

The same, al^o contained a note, from my sister 
M ; ^'that she should not, be able to meet me, at 
the time appointed." Notwithstanding, I was now 
defeated in my fondest htipes, I was greatly en- 
u raged from what sister S. bad expressed: and 
engthened in my resolutions, of sounding sal- 
_lion to the end of my days. So I venture* to 
appoint another meeting; which was at the Poor- 
h<*use, three miles from the city: as 1 concluded, 
uiy strain would be about suitable ^r those, 
^^chosen,^^ as it appeared, with myself, '*i« ih* 
furnace of affliction J^'* I had such enlargement in 
speaking, as 1 did not expect; and at the conclu- 
sion, 1 saw tit to propose, "That all who felt a 
need of religion^ should signify the same, by 
coining forward*" A considerable number, cama. 
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Strait way, who appeared truly penitent: one of 
whom we left crying with great vehemence, '* Ood 
be merciful to me a sinner P^ 

About this time, the pestilence reached Canada. 
I was convinced that it was a visitation of God's 
wrath, against the workers of iniquity: and that 
its ravages would be felt, not only in that region ; 
but tens-of-thousands, would also become it's 
victims, throughout the United States. I could 
not pray, the Lord to withhold the rod of His 
vengeance, unless the people repented; for I saw, 
that nothing short, of some awful thunderbolt of 
His fury, would save Gospel-hardened sinners. 

. I saw, with other places, the sword hanging 
over the city of Baltimore; and that it was re- 
quired, I should warn the careless, of their dan- 
ger. That I accordingly tried to do — from words, 
*^Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, sound an alarm in 
my holy ^nountains; let all the inhabitants of tlie 
land tremble: for the day of the l^ord comelh, for 
His nigh at hand, ^^ In declaring to them God's 
judgments nigh, I had the witness of the spirit, 
that the <<doctrine was not mine, but His that 
sent me.'' I made a second attempt also, to give 
th€fm warning at another place of worship: but it 
happened, that I walked so far in the intense 
heat, as to quite exhaust myself beforehand: for 
which, I was much pained, on the account of per- 
ishing souls, fiut I was never drawn to address 
them afterwards; and seemed to have no message 
to them: although I was importuned by some, so 
to do on their fast-day; the 4th of July. I was * 
very fearful of doing wrong; as I knew the de- 
stroying Angel on his way, to bring hundreds ts 
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Ibeir graves; — but still, it appeared, I had no aU* 
thority from God to say more, than what 1 had 
already said. 

I was much drawn to Charleston: and my 
friends found it hard to dissuade me, from urging 
my passage on. I wished to go, not only to have 
my own mind disencumbered; but also to relieve 
the anxiety of my friends at home. My heart 
seemed to be there; and it was evident to me, I 
should not be free, till 1 had been to that place. 
Some of my brethren insisted, that it was very 
imprudent for me to go, at that season of the year: 
and added, ^^we do not wish you, to be buried in 
the sand." Nevertheless, 1 was persuaded that 
God was able to keep me; and I went to the ship- 
agent to bespeak my passage. But he, advisiog 
also, that I should not go; was what, in a great 
measure, disheartened me, from the undertaking. 

However, I was still drawn away: I considered 
it my duty to sound the alarm to other cities else. 
I thought much of Washington and Georgetown. 
Said one to me, Irom the latter place, **1 think 
the pestilence will not come among us." 1 re- 
turned, '^1 am sure it will — and that it will prov§ 
the destruction of many." These kind frieafis, 
whereas, I regretted much to leave, whose house 
afforded me every convenience of life: and who 
had exerted themselves, as it seenied, in every 
possible way, to add to my enjoy mfnt. But I 
oould not stay. Souls to me, elsewhero'.Were dear, 
and I was willing still, to suffer hardships and 
privations, for their sakes. My writings were in 
a good way at this time; but I was not yet pre- 
pared to put them to the press: althou^ some 
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kindly offered to aid me, in having it done in their 
city. 

July 2d, — I left the cheerful abode, of good 
brother and sister Husk ; and without any friend 
or companion, (except Him, that has promised, 
^* I will never leave or forsake thee) I took the 
steam-boat, for Norfolk.* I reached the ensuing 
morning, and took the ferry-boat, and crossed di- 
rect to Portsmouth, and called on the family of 
Capt. Holmes. I was received of them, cour- 
teously; and of many others likewise, in the 
place. I wished to leave a solemn warning with 
the people, and asked for a meeting. But brother 

B , could not attend to it^ on the account 

of sickness in his family: and most others, of the 
maU'kindj were anxiously preparing to celebrate 
the following day, after the usual sort. 

Wherefore, the Methodists of the place, had a 
piayer meeting, next door; which the family de- 
sired, I would attend; and there use my freedom. 
I went accordingly; but not expecting to receive 
much benefit, unless it were, in the discharge of 
- my own duty; I soon saw, however, that their de- 
sign was, to prevent that, by giving me no oppor- 
ti4Rty. The prayer-leader, it seemed, had so 
much more influence, than the man of the house, 
that he thought it hisy to say, who should speak, 
and who should not. So, with the sense I had of 
the worth 'of souls, and of the storm that was 
bursting upon their heads: their mistaken zeal 
was too extravagant, for me to endure ; and I left 

* la q^itloQ to the charge of $5 50, to Baltimore, now $7 
and more, to get landed with my baggage again. 
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the house. Oh! these meo-appoiDted leaders, 
how despicable they often, to me, appear! I 
supposed the reason of their conduct, was, I had 
been among the Christians, whom they reckoned 
Unitarians: and they were fearful, that some of 
their society, from fair, appearances, would get 
warped that way. How hard for people, that 
have a beam in their own eye, to see clear, topnU 
a mote, out of a brother's! Full of "o// subtlety 
and all mischitfy^^ oftentimes are they, when they 
think, they are doing God service! 

Next day, I saw the crowd assembling about 
me, to make merry — with many painful emotions. 
I sought still, measures of addressing them; eith- 
er at that place, or in Norfolk; but they were un- 
prepared to hear: so agreeably to God's maoner 
of dealing with sinners, I was bidden to turn a- 
way. One day more, they seemed to cry for 
sporting, and for pleasure! and shortly after, 
their poor souls appeared, (as we have reason to 
fear of many) where endless ages of pain and sor- 
row roll! I believe that God sends Uis servants, 
sometimes to warn tlie wicked, when it is known 
of Bim beforehand, that they will not hear it: in 
order, that it may be o witness for Himstlf a^tHnal 
ihem, in the great, decisive-day. If souk, would 
ever escape the wrath to come, it must be in God's 
own time and way! Sinners take warning! God 
is not mocked! 

I discharged my duty to individuals, as far as I 
was able; in declaring to them *^a storm at hand:" 
and so I resigned them to God; as there I viewed 
no abiding place for me. To the lamil^of Capt. 
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H --J* I owe an unspeakable obligation, for 

manifold favors, received at their hand. The 
Master whom f serve, and for whose sake, they 
ministered unto me; hath declared, ^^ihey shall not 
loose their reward.^^ 

Next morning, I took the steam-packet and 
came to Richmond. f T^o the place, I had been 
maliy times invited, but all now were strange. — 
However, one good man come, and look me to>iis 
home — where, during a stay of two weeks. I was 
treated with much attention. It happened that 
the P. Methodists, had just commenced a pro- 
tracted meeting in the city; and which they de- 
sired me to attend, and speak what 1 plea^^ed. I 
held forth on the secoud evening, at their Chapel, 
from words, ^^Go ye offer him through ih'€ city and 
^mite] let not your eye spare neither hove ye pity: 
Slay ulleriy^ old and youngs both maids and little 
children f and women, but come not near any man 
upon whom is the mark, and begin at my sandua- 
rt/." The power of the Lord was present, both 
to wound, and to heal: and loud cries were heard 
through the house. 

Who can describe the pain> 

That faithful preacbeni feel: 

CoDstrained to speak ia vain; 

To hearts, aa hard as steel? 

Or — who can tell, the pleasure felt. 

When stubborn hearts begin to melt? 

Next evening, likewise, I improved again at 
the same place: but not with the witness, which 

9 
* They were froip Jrelian^. t At $8 ^M^mm 
Q 
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the night previous, had been afforded me. Sab- 
bath, F. Id. I spoke at the Capital, where I view- 
ed especially, ^^a/Z-JTeni^ena" engag^d^ for sinner's 
good. I warned them of God's visitation among 
them in wrath, and urged the necessity of their 
preparing speedily, for a day of trouble — that 
they might not be taken by surprise. Many tears 
were shed; and I trust the seed, which that day 
was sown, will spring up, and bring forth fruit, — 
some, abundantly and to perfection. One, or more 
near me, provided himself, with pencil and paper, 
for what he could get. Whether it was done mere- 
ly, to confound, or ridicute the simplicity of the 
speaker, I knew not; nor did I in the least care, 
so long as I got an hearing. Then I was willing 
if he chose, that he should "mock on." The sea- 
son to me was profitable, and I was conscious, that 
^^Ihad not shunned todeclarey to them, the whole 
counsel of GodJ*^ 

Some, of this city said likewise, "the pestilence 
will not come among us." That, I found was the 
talse hope of every place: but I assured them 
to the contrary — and that I viewed it, then nigh 
them, even at their door! I spoke at the F. Meth. 
chapel again — and began to see, that I had -^oo 
much zeal for many: who seemed afraid to come 
within doors. I spent my time chiefly at my pen, 
and had now made ready to put my writings to the 
* press — but in the meanwhile, opportunity offered 
to get to Charleston; and that, I thought it my 
f duty to improve. Although my health, viras con- 
siderably impaired at this time — and any other 
person, would have thought it running a sreat ha- 
zard, to go so far to the South, without rtiend or 
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acquaiotance^ and under such peculiarly afflictive 
circumstances. Wherefore, that appeared the 
providential path: and '*the way of duty," I very 
\tell knew, "the only way of safety." 

In speaking of the ravages of the pestilence 
one day, said a certain P. Methodist preacher, 
'Hhe Cholera will never do you harm, in any 
place! You remember, what I say." lam, to 
this time, mindful of the good man's assertion. — 
But my trust, is only in the Lord! 

I had not done, what I would in Richmond; but 
I had done what I could. From some cause, there 
was obviously, much jealousy and emulation ex- 
isting there. What the T -n minister was a- 

fraid of, I cannot tell; unless it were, that so ma- 
ny to preach the Gospel, withdut charge; would 
open the eyes of some, who helped to fill up his 
purse. He had begun to utter his complaints in 
the public papers, **That Lorenzo Dow, and two 
women* had been there, in their outlandish garbs 
&c."— -and suggested, (as with a voice of much 
lamentation,) "That it was a fact in their city, a 
person in the costume of a female — under pretence 
of preaching the Gospel, would draw together 
,]ifR>re people, than those who preached it in truth 
and sincerity!" If he can make the people be- 
lieve so, to answer his own purposes; it may all 
be well enough, with him. But how will th(Tse 
<*6ltnrf, leaders of the 6linrf" be able to answer 
to God in a future world, for the evils that 
they do? (Because, "to do good thty have no u^ 
derslanding ;^^ the Lord in tender mercy to the 

^Mis8 Liverermore, had just made them a visit. 
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people, sends His servants to warn them of their 
danger; while they are the first to declaim againsl 
it: which shows plain enough, what master they 
are serving.) How many of those souls, that 
heard: and might have taken warnings were in 
a few days hurried to a world of spirits; and their 
state forever— unalterably fixed!! 

From a desire to do them good, I had given 
my money, my time, and my labour; (of their sil- 
ver or their gold. I had received nothing:) and i 
was willing still to labour, at my own expense,, far 
more abundantly, to rescue them from Hell. UoW 
difierent a spirit, is that of God's true messengers, 
from the one, tliat actuates the bigoted, selfisb- 
hireiing, in all his concerns! The day is ap- 
proaching, thank God, that will try every man's 
work, of what sort it is! And then, shall the 
mercenary hypocrite be unmasked; and every 
true disciple f have praise of his Maker: whether, 
he be " JIrw or GerUiky bond orfree^*^ &c. 

J. M , a Quaker gentleman, was pleased to 

address the following note, to a frijsnd of his in 

C . 

Richmond, (Va ) 7th month, 2d, 1832. 

Respected Friend^ — Perhaps thee, did not ex.T 
pect to hear from me again: but it has happened^ 
I have to recommend a female friend, to thy no- 
tice and friendship; who has been in our city ma- 
ny days. She has travelled much abroad; on the 
other side of the Atlantic, as well as this — and ia 
j>reaching the Gospel she has given much satisfac- 
tion She has many recommendations with her; 
and I think she is worthy of thy kindness. *What 
thou du«t for her, may go as done for me. I have 
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nothing more to say, but 'Hake good care of Nan** 
cy." J. M. 

F K . 

July 2dd, — I embarked in the Schooner Presi- 
dent Jackson, (Thos. GifEbrd master) {or Charles- 
ton,, in South-Carolina. 

Afler having agreed with the captain for m pas* 
sage, at the extravagant charge of $1&, I urged 
that feuitable provision might be made, for my ac- 
commodation, &c . But noW|^ in coming on board 
to take possedsionr, I found that (by reason of 
their much hurry) very little, or no attention, had 
been paid to any of my requests. - I uttered no 
complaint wherefore, choosing generally, to bear 
all things J from unregenerate men, rather than b^ 
heard to murmur: in hope of being able to win 
them thereby to the knowledge of the truth. And 
especially when it is too late, to have the matter 
mended; Ithen considered it the wisest part, t& 
make the best of it. 

On looking around me still farther, I found ac- 
cording to the condition of things, if I reached 
the port of destination witli my life, it would be 
as much ad I could expect to do. The crew, ap- 
peared clever wherefore; but the host that I most 
* feared, were those very ofiensive insects: gener- 
ally numerous in the warm season, particularly in 
old filthy vessels; These I saw, swarming about 
me, even at noon-day, and through a dread of 
what I might undergo,. I set myself to making ' 
clean. 

Night, at length, came on; and with much 
loathing, I betook myself te the birth iatendiid 
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for ine: but Oh! I might as well have slept, up- 
on a hillock of ants! I therefore, spread an um- 
brella, to skield me from the dew, and passed the 
night — chiefly without sleep, upon the deck — 
Which I was thankful for once, that I had strength 
to bear; and I cried to the Lord with my might, 
to give us*, a speedy passage on. Next day, see- 
ing that my attempts would be vain — to live, and 
stay below: I contrived to have a tent reared ofa 
spare-sail, upon the deck; viewing the hazard 
from the night air, far less, than on the opposite 
hand. 

So, in my ill state of health, for six nights suc- 
cessively, I was exposed to the unwholesome 
night dew, and the cold breeze, from the wind 
and waves dashing at my side: but through, 
Heaven's guardian care, I was enabled to endure; 
and employ my pen, for the greater part of the 
distance. White the Captain, placing himself in 
a siniilar situation, but for one night, (as I after- 
wards leained,) took a violent cold, and through 
the day following, was obliged to have recourse to 
medicine. I sufiered some by water-sickness; 
but that would have been, in a small degree, had 
our convenience been such, as I had anticipated. 
I took the liberty, unmasked, and as far as I could 
discover, un-opposed, of praying with them sev- 
eral times. My spirit is always much moved, for 
poor, out-cast-sailori^!^ * * # * 

Consequently, at tj\e going down of the sun — 
on the sixth day of the voyage, we came into 
port. Thus, my hardships had ended on one 
hand, while ' 'scenes of bitterness and sorrow," 
iverQ opening on the other: amid which, "no pow- 
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er," less than that — Eternal, could extend to me 
support. Mr. Estill met me at the wharf, and 
^conducted me to his house: and even into the ve- 
ry parlour, where my dear Brother drew his la- 
test breath. After making a few enquiries, I 
found myself unprepared io bear the painful in- 
telligence, I had come far, to gain. My natural 
strength failed me, and I was obliged to retire. 

Not long, and frail exhausted nature, sunk into 
ihe arms of silent slumber: and was aroused, 
with another opening day. In the morning early,- 
I proposed visiting the melancholy shades, where 
lay ^^one"^^ with whom my whole soul, in for- 
mer years was knit. "But oh!" cried I, "How 
can I endure the sight!" "Is it possible — or is 
it all a dream, — that my dear brother P — , is in 
this land, and numbered with the dead!" In com- 
pany with Mr. and Mrs. E — , I approached with 
mournful steps, the ground — which alas! many 
bad trod, in silent anguish, before me. ^hey 
drew towards the back of the enclosure — and 
overspread with the circling branches of a wild- 
mulberry tree — pointed me to the grass-grown 
clods, where said they, "lies your Brother." Oh, 
piercing thought! Oh, cruel death! Might he 
but have been spared, to say to me now, "Fare- 
well — I die in peace!" — it would have, half re- 
paired, the dreadful breach. But I must come 
thus far, in tears to see; — and see him not; nor 
bear his voice, again! Little did I think, when 
he drove from the door of our father, and cast be- 
hind, a wishful look at me, — that our next meet- 
ing-place would be here, — and be col^ in death! 
Gracious Heavens — wljiat was I born to see! Mv 
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companions withdrew, and left me for a time; — ' 
while I hung upon that bed, — I scattered there, 
the big-rolling tear! — yea, I kissed that valuccr 
dust! and sighed, *'A long adieu!" '^Although 
my Brother, thou dost me forget, I claim the 
kindred^ still, with this thy mouldering frame: — 
and with thy spirit, hence dislodged, the worlds to 
explore, unknown! But I must leave thee here — 
insensible; whose feet were planted near thy bed; 
and whose fond arms, thy head entwined! Thy 
once comely, and engaging form, will soon arise; 
all-glorious! and we be associated, in infinitely 
sweeter union, where adieus and farewells, are a 
sound, eternally unknown:" 

"Where immortal spirits reign» — 
Thea — we each, will meet again I *' 

On looking around me, I espied a number of 
strangers sleeping at his side, whose native abode 
Was New- England; hot far distant from his own. 
They have come, said I, from the North, and the 
South, the East, and the Westj here to mingle 
their dust in one; and when they shall awake, 
may it be in the same likeness; to join — unceas- 
ing transports, in the bosom of their God! * * 

Having obtained what information I was able, 
that would prove satisfactory to the family: I im- 
mediately wrote home; and requested an answef 
as soon as practicable, respecting any arrange- 
ment they wished me to make. This, consequent- 
ly, would detain me in the place, at all events, 
three or four weeks. — Wherefore, I strove to re- 
strain my tears, and to settle it in my heyt. To 
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do, and suffer, all God's righteous will — and hold 
Jiothing dear, pertaining to mortal life— till my 
"great change," might also, roll around. 

The second night, I attended a meeting at Trin- 
ity Church,* (as they term it,) where I heard a 
pathetic discourse, on " The floodn lifting up their 
voice]^^ which was to myself, a word fitly spoken. 
I'was, after service, introduced to dhe speaker; 
who gave me encouragement that I might im- 
prove, in that house, or some other place, the en- 
suing evening. x\ccording to engagement, I call- 
ed on him, and three other preachers, the follow- 
ing day — when I chanced to receive, in the nega- 
tive, a very positive reply; although, I had shown 
them some of my certificates, wherein they ex- 
pressed satisfaction. But one, objection they 
had merely, which was — my not belonging to any 
community. They gave me a candid hearing, 
wherefore, and acknowledged. That females from 
Old England; — belonging to the Society of 
Friends, had improved in their bouses: but, one 
of them added, '*I do not believe a person can 
be a christian, and be attached to no communi- 
ty. '* (Fall objection enough, thought I, if I am 
not a christian!) I said, ^^That to belong to 
Christ, and his Kingdom — was sufficient for me: 
But it was obvious, agreeably to his notion of 
things, that A. B. and C. — for A polios, — Paul, 
and Cephas, were christians: — -while a solita- 
ry D. — alone for Christ, was "no christian." 

* I do not justify the method, of applying the term 
**Cburch*' to a building of wood and stone, as it utterly con- 
founds scripture language — which teaches us, that a church of 
Uod exolfuvely, is a b^dy of believers. 
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I cannot possibly reconcile it, how those mem 
at the head of a large, and increasing body of 
people; and so heated with zeal, as many are^ 
for proselyting still, to their party; caa in any 
wise rejoice, that the day iscomipg, when — " 

•'Sects and parties all must fall;" 
*'And Jesus Christ, be all, in all." 

It is beyond dispute, that they do not intend it 
shall be, in their day, if it is possible for them to 
prevent it. Very true, they may contribute much 
towards it; but that is the woik of theirs, which 
YfiW come to naught of itself y in time. And they 
will suffer immense loss: though some of them 
may be saved, yet so, tis by fire. All party names, 
and human creeds, shall then be extinct. — Thank 
the Lord, and His people, shall be one people; 
and their Name one, throughout the earth! I 
presume, whereas, that the chief, or all of them, 
make a shift and say, *H>ur's, wiHthen be the 
only church, that shall exist, and fill the Uni- 
verse!" — even as a certain Universalian, expres- 
sed to me a short time since. ^Mn that day," 
said he **all will be Universalists." The truth 
of his assertion I allow — that their character in 
that day, will constitute them all ''Universalists." 
But at the voice, of the last Mighty Angel, — ~ 
^^ Babylon the great, is fallen! — is fallen! his art- 
fully-concerted platform, with those also, of all 
others, upon the face of the whole earth; must 
have come down, like a mighty mill-stone, to ever- 
lusting destruction and perdition, and be extinct 
forever and forever! 
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I was invited of the preacher, to one of his 
church meetings: and added one, '^You will have 

Cl.he privilege of speaking a few words." But a 
few words was not enough: — my commission run, 
*'Go stand in the temple^ and speak to the people j 
all the words of this life.^^ I said, wherefore, I 
am without anxiety about the matter: I have, 
done, that which was my duty, in offering to speak 
to them: and that I am very willing to do. So now, 
whoever is the hinderer, must answer that to 
God: and if any souls are lost, in consequence; 
their blood be upon them: J wash my hands in in-r 
nocency! They appeared not at all afraid, how- 
ever, to meet the consequences. But treated me 
in a' very becoming, and christian-like mariner, in 
•very other respect.* So I will hope and pray, 

,fbr m^ mistaken friends: even. That they may 
know, to encourage such as may come after me: 
to abide by the dictates of their own conscience; 
and to ^^ cease from many whose breath is in his 
nostrils.'*'* 

Although,' I had made proposals for addressing 
a public assembly, I was sensible, that in my own 
strength I was utterly incapable. But my trust 
was in a Being alone, able, — " To those who have 
no mighty to increase strength. ^^ I returned, where- 
as to Mr. E — 's, where I employed my pen till 
Sabbath; and then I went to hear, two of the 
men, aforenamed, preach. I was pleased with 
th^ degree. of plainness, and simplicity, I discov- 

* One of them askad, if I was not afraid to come into 
their country, at that season of the year: To whom 1 made 
reply, **I should h«,ve been — ^had I beea afraid, to dUe.** 
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ered among them; and tbat their servaats were 
brought to meeting: who made a very considera- 
ble party. of the congregation j and a respectablf^ 
appearance. 

As I was obliged to stay in the city, I hence 
saw no alternative, but to have recourse still to 
nay pen: and notwithstanding, it would be at far 
greater trouble and expense, to have my printing 
done here, I saw fit, if possible, to persist in that 
measure. The work, I expected would clear its 
own way, elsewhere, that it might go; and that 
was the most, which. I was looking for. I desir- 
ed also, that it might be rendered a blessing ta 
some one, even of this place, — and my reputa- 
tion ultimately, be led unimpeached. 

L therefore, made application to a number of 
printers/, but as my tern^ did not happen to ac- 
cord with their own purposes — without effect. 
H twever, on passing a certain avenue soon after,. 
indifferently, — 1 espied a printer's sign, and went 
HI : — where they saw fit to accept my conditions^ 
a :d undertake my work. This I looked upon as 
providential; and hence, hoped for a successful^ 
aiid happy resuft. 

iiaving spent six days, at the house of Mr. 
Estill, (which place was shrouded with much 
gioorriness, on the account of what had trans- 
pired there:) I hence, saw it highly expedient, 
that 1 should seek some other lodging- place; in 
order to have my mind, more centre'd on the> 
one great object of my trust; and to be able to ac- 
eoinplish the end, 1 had in eontemplation. I there- 
fore called on the preacher again, with that in- 
tent; who was pleased, — with his worthy partn«r^ 
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to recommend to me, one of their neighbours: 
and to which place also, she very kindly proposed 
Rearing me company. (At the same 1 remain^ 
unto this present. — With opportunity of offering, 
my gniteful acknowledgment, of their favours; 
and best wishes for their present, and eternal 
prosperity.) ##*### 

Here, with Mr. M — , and his household, I 
have enjoyed much consolation. More than two 
months have elapsed, since my coming hitherj 
which has been double the time, that I expected 
to remain in the city: but on the account of the 
printer's delay, I have been obliged, that long, to 
be here. I have been satisfied, that I came to 
this country, under the guidance of God^s blessed 
spirit; and that in other important movements, 
likewise, I have been providentially directed. I 
have here, secluded myself principally, from so- 
oiety, and attended wholly to my own concenis. 
That, I have been able to do, for the most part; 
though at the first for a number of weeks, with 
little activity or delight. The state of extreme 
debility to which I* was reduced, by multiplied 
hardships; prevented my reclining, at all, for writ- 
ing; therefore, instead of the bestj I have aimed 
thus far, for success^ in the easiest way. 

For thd space of three weeks, from the time 
of my leaving Richmond, I scarcely gained a 
night's refreshing rest; But, instead of my usu- 
al, quiet repose, frail nature, overborne by strug- 
gle and fatigue, sunkj rather, into languid insen- 
sibility, and forgetful ness. ^owever, ill, I had 
been accommodated at sea^ I suffered far less, 
tbaa for more than two weeks, after reaching th« 
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^hore. Here, the terribly vexatious winged in- 
sects, peculiar to this land, it seemed would de- 
prive me, of the very last vein, of my life ! Be- 
sides the almost overpowering-heat of the cli- 
mate; and many oppressive cares — with heavy, 
wasting sighs and tears; and the loss of appetite, 
for food, &c. : had caused the lagging wheeh of 
mortal life^ Well nigh to cease their motion. To 
ascend, two flight of stairs, thrice in- a day, was 
almost as much, as I had th6n the power to ac- 
complish. The Tempter sometimes suggested, 
<*You are now, without health, friends, and cre- 
dit, in a land of strangers; and soon the sweep- 
ing pestilence, will be making its ravages this 
way: and then, in such a helpless state to wholft 
will you repair to do you justice?" I bade the 
enemy flee, and said, ^*/ tcill U^st in the Lordy 
although He slay we/" 

But after some weeks, I began by little and lit- 
(1*^, to amend; insomuch that my labour became 
pleasant; and my heart was oflen lifted, to praise 
the Lord. Before leaving Baltimore, I had strict- 
ly enquired. Whether it was duty, to journey 
first to the North; or to speed my course this 
way: but I did not feel, the least drawing home* 
ward, as circumstances then stood: whereas, no 
sooner I had gained this shore, than my spirit was 
much elevated at the idea, of visiting again my 
native land. Therefore, as I have parsued my 
work thus far, the prospect still, of seeing my 
bereaved kindred and friends, very shortly, has 
kept alive my fonde|| hopes. Although, 1 have 
desired to wait patiently the Lord's time; yet 
Have I been looking forward, in earnest expecUi- 
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tion, of the day of my release. Since having 

received the distressing intelligence of , 

I have travelled nearly — or perhaps more, than, 
twelve-hundred miles: and within the year now 
past, from four, to five-thousand: with the voyage 
again before me, of many "hundred more. But 
that-iill appears pleasant, thank the Lord! And 
more especially, the prospect before me — Of 
launching soon, the boundless Deep;.\\hexe end- 
less-ages roll ! 

A certain lady of distinction, said to me, not 
long since, ^*I wonder why it is, that preachers, 
are so oflen complainingV^ Knowing, what I 
know, — instead of wondering. Why they are so 
often ill — with common sense, and a moment^s 
consideration, I think she would most wonder, 
'*How some of them could be alive!" I am veri- 
ly & miracle to myself, from day to day. But far 
greater things than these, do I expect to see. 
^ind the world shall marvel stilly that I run not with 
them, into the same excess of^riot; speaking evil of 
the things, — by reason of the darkness iliat is in 
ihem^ — tJiey cannot comprehend. 

During the space, that I have travelled, to and 
fro, in the earth; I have been in labours more a- 
bundant. Besides my travels, in much painful- 
ness, cold, hunger, thirst and nakedness: I have 
sometimes spoken, from six to eight times a week, 
for months in succession: and seldom, less, than 
one hour, upon the stretch. With much exhor- 
tation and prayer, for individuals; not unfrequent- 
\y till midnight, and in soq^p instances, till the 
dawn of morning. I have also, kept a diary; in 
which I have sometimes \v^itten, large portions. 
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for every day: with hundreds of letlers, Id th6 
course of a year. Moreover, 1 have been frooi 
first, to last, the orderer of my own apparel:* not 
only the making, but in a great measure, tb<$ 
cleaning thereof. And, in addition to all this; I 
may add, in truth and verity, ^Hhese hands of mine 
have often ministered tv the necessities of those thai 
%cere icith me; and to others;" remembering what 
the great Apostle said, **/ have shewed you all 
things, how, that so labouring, ye ought to support 
the week:^^ and that, ^'Itris more blessed to give^ 
than to receive." reflect again, my candid xea- 
der. How powerful must be that charm, to ea- 
ga«:e and to continue for a succession of years, a 
female, in such a warfare as this! Of the other 
sex, though three-fold the natural vigor, whereof 
to boast, it is seldom expected that they will go, 
without some suitable mode of conveyance, or 
without pwrife and 5crij[?, at hand. Wor, is it ex* 
pected,that after their strength is quite exhausted, 
for the good of souls, that they then, (to appear 
decent) must make, clean, or repair, some article 
of apparel, for themselves, before renewing again, 
the heavy struggle. Neither, is such an host of 

* I do not understand why it is, — bat still, it iiB no leas m 
matter of fact, that I have scarcely had a dozen articles, of 
wearing apparel presented me, daring my travels abroad — • 
however trifling. But the expense of my dross, has mostly 
been my own — and the work of my own hands. Though 
that has been but small; as costly attire — or anything super- 
fluous — I have not allowed myself to possess. JMy ornaments 
of gold, I sacrificed — and ^en to a watch in my pocket, I 
have not commanded, during the space, I have been a pilgrica 
—travelling upwardi^. • f 
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tlte sons of Belial: — the Reverend Clergy, or the 
wordly-wise, of every description, to pitch battle 
against them, a thing for which they look. They 
do not expect to be left alone, — destitute, — no 
house, no home, no friend, that dares to advocate 

their cause: or that, where ihey enter, ottcn 

weary, tried, and buffetted; that thote, their la- 
bours with their hands, will be i eoded, (and as 
its inmates often think) reasonably demanded — 
It is a fact well known, to myself, that a c^^rtaln 
jealousy, exists with many, towards those who as- 
pire, to other attainments than their own: and who 
oflen, make a virtue of employing, as they sav, 
idle-folks y at work. By falling in with thoJ^e, of 
this description; I expect to fare in many instan- 
ces, very coarsely. But 1 have generally chosen 
not to give offence; rather, to suffer wrong for 
conscience's sake; and do or give, whatever they 
require. If they lake away my coat, I give to 
them my cloak besides: and if they have no dis- 
position to do any good, I wish to receive, no fa- 
vours at their hand. This, is one, particular evil 
that I see resulting, from the exclusion of female 
gifts from the church! **i/ they are not gathering 
wiik me," says the great Master, ''Hhey are scat' 
tering abroad P^ 

Of this wot Id's dainties, I am usually, in a spe- 
cial manner denied; but now and then, I meet 
with a tender mother in Israel^ that knows to treat 
me as her child. To the manner in which it plea- 
ses Omnipotence, to lead me, whereas, I cheer- 
fully would submit; knowing that my eternal* 
I store, is reserved in the Heaven's. 1 seldom al- 
low myself to complain; and if I am in want, I 
p 
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never make it known, but at the throne of grsee; 
unless I am obliged so to do. I find it especially 
required of me, ^Ho live by ihe day, and let the 
morrow, take thought for itself; which I find is 
one great means, of keeping my faith alive, in 
every place. And that, is what I account, ^^more 
precious, than gold that perisheth.^^ i can say in 
truth, I have been many hundred times, pennyless, 
and in a strange land. Because, if any thing re- 
mained, over and above, what the present deman^ 
ded, it was usually imparted, to such objects of 
charity,* as fiall m my way. Had I a spare coat; 
or for one foot, tico shots; I made it a rule to part 
with one — and not grudgingly — to any who stood 
in need: and then, to trust God, myself, for a 
fresh supply — in his own time, and ^ay. Hence 
said some, "you give a//, but yourself away,'* and 
therein, they said true. For though, of that sur- 
render, themselves might boast, I had made that 
particular rescnrve. And nothing more, could I 
retain, with pleasure or delight. 

I therefore, have it to ^ay, that for eleven years 
of severe toil and suffering; I have not a single 
farthing, laid up in store: but that space, I am 
conscious, 1 have spent, not for myself, but for 
God, and eternity. Till latterly, I have not seen 
fit to receive collections from the public; and now, 
it is very seldom the case, that I do. But some- 
tinies, when they have been made, without my 
knowledge of the intent, I have received the 
same — with gratitude to them, for their good will, 

* In the **OIcl-land,'* I could walk but a few rods, without 
l>eiog sorroimded of beggais-^puticolarly in Dubljir. 
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as well as to the All-wise Disposer, of every 
•charitable purpose. I never expect any abate- 
n>ent, of my travelling expenses, in my own land: 
(though in the British Provinces, I coqld journey 
some hundred miles, by water grratis) but to give, 
in full, the charge of any other individual, what- 
ever that may be.* 

I would have it understood, that I am still a 
member of no community, because I choose to 
belong to none. I wish to be free from party spir- 
it, and to love Christians of every order; and as 
the true disciples, of a meek and lowly master, 
ihat they may also, regard myself It will be dis- 
covered, by such as peruse this work, that I am 
sometimes among those, of almost every name. 
But those, as distinct communities, which T es- 
teem, most remote to the truth — I have said ihd 
least about: fis some, I have seldom gone near — 
because I viewed them, at such an immense dis- 
tance, from the one pure standard, that I expected 
no tokens of lenity, at their hand. There are 
Christians among those, I believe, of every order. 
Bat only a son or daughter of adversity — here 
and there, amongst some — that have their tens-of- 
thousands, within their pales! 

I cannot say, wherefore, that no steps have ev- 
er been taken, towar<is attaching myself to socie- 
ty . I once gave my namcy among Free-will Bap- 
tists; but it was on such conditions, as brought 

♦ Since my last leaving home, my charges merely for tra- 
velUag, have been not far short of $200. That I was ena« 
bled, in a measure to defray, from printing, &c. — ^but for the 
the most part, 1 thank God, He has always inclined some, to 
/mpply my more immediate Becds, in some private way. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



232 VICISSITtTDES Il.LrSTRATEI>, &C. 

me back again, — upon the same footing, I had be- 
fore. Some years afterwards, I was weary of ha- 
ving evei*y man^s hand against mine^ as it were — 
and no one to Took to for redress; I therefore made 
a second attempt, — even to join the Christian 
Connexion.* Whereupon, I left the country: and 
only heard, ^4t was published in the Christian 
Herald^ that 1 had united with them." Four years 
subsequent, on returning, I found the conditions 
utterly unfulfilled, on which I had proposed, be- 
coming a member. Hence, discovering that no 
benefit at all, was likely to result to me, from such, 
a motion, I kept about my business; and saw fit 
to exchange, no more words upon the subject. — 
That body of people, whereas, 1 especially regard: 
and believe the most of them, wa]kii\g as near 
the "one sacred rule given," (and as deserving 
of their title) as any fraternity existing. But 
some of their chief-leaders, like many others, 
are aspiring too much, for human applause, and 
popularity: and that is one special reason, why^I 
desire not, "in their assemblies to be united." 

I am therefore^ still, a citizen of this world; but 
bound to abetter country: and accountable tone 
mortal, for my procedure — nor hath any, humaa 
being, any cpntrol over me. Love to my Maker^ 
excites me jto obedience — and a regard for his pre^ 
sence, restrains me from vice. The manner ia 
which I go, trusting in God for my daily support, 
is a sufficient stimulus to me, to avoid every ap- 
pearance of evil . Those who have not love c- 
nough to God, and the souls of their fellow men^ 

♦ That, with tha F. Baptists^ is much the same. 
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to animate thetn to the practice of virtue, I ima- 
gine, need the eye of a community upon them, to 
keep them within bounds. But I have not, to in- 
clude myself in th^ir numbers, as an experience 
of fourteen years, is sufficient to demonstrate. 
So, otherwise than I now am, I never expi^ct to 
be, while I remain below. As, in a two-fold at- 
tempt to join society, it is evident to me, the Lord 
had no particular hand: I therefore am decided, 
that He will choose Himself, my way, even to the 
end. I cannot say whereas, that in travelling as I 
do, I have not some very severe conflicts, divi- 
ding asunder, as it were, soul and spirit , joints and 
marrow! I am often reminded, of what a good 
man said to me, a year ago. '* A. school-master, 
gives to his best scholars, the hardest lessons to 
learn.'' "Yes," returned I, "Because none, but 
the best scholars, would bear to be taught them." 
Whether, I am to be considered one of the worst, 
or best, in the school, of Christ; I will not con- 
tend: but full well I know, I have some of the 
hardest lesBons to learn! 

I have visited the most of the principal cities, 
in the United States, Great Britain, and two 
British -Provinces; and Charleston is the first, 
where I have not been allowed some public place, 
for religious exercise. However, I am informed, 
That I have only received the same portion, of 
Miss Livermore; who was resident here, before 
myself, a number of weeks; and only occupied 
for preaching, a private room. .1 know not how 
it is, but I am inclined to think, it is the antipa- 
thy towards the JVorthemerSf (as they call them) 
that is the chief barrier^ in the way. A certftui 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^94 VICISSITUDES ILLtrSTBATED, &C. 

Dutch preacher, of Lunenburg, (N. S.) 6nce re^ 
marked to me, <<We have got fine Chapels, and 
fine Churches, but Satan keeps the doors." How 
far applieable that may be, to any of this place; 
is known best to One, that is higher than I. f 
have had an invitation, wherefore, from a kind 
lady, to speak in her house; which perad ven- 
ture I shall accept, before leaving the place/ 

But I love the people, of the South. I love 
their free, and open manners. Dear, — very dear, 
will this part of creation ever be to me; while 
the earth is my abode. Upon this, very excel- 
lent family — and this house — where I have had 
Iny stay; I pray the blessing of Israel's God, 
may ever rest. A pious lady, belonging to the 
Episcopalian-Church, has shewed me very spe- 
cial kindness: — and herself, an example — truly 
worthy, of imitation. When she will have gone, 
from works, to rewards, — of those ^Hahours of 
lovcy^^ she ^ill never repent! 

I have had an agreeable interview with Dr. 
W. a number of times: whose ''Name" with 
me, — and also, mine,-<-will be ^^lead, as in a rock 
forever P^ His fatherly care of "One," so dear 
to us, when every other friend was far away ; and 
all other help, was gone; has justly entitled him 
to our warmest wishes — that himself, may never 
know the want of a friend^ either in time — or 
one "eternal day." 

How much, virtuous actions, ennoble the soul of 
man: and yet, how far the greater part of our 
race, from any satisfaction or delight therein! 
People, who never set out to do good, nevelr 



d by Google 



• VfCISSITUDEb ILLUSTRATED, &C. U'J5 

know the real benefit, or pleasure, resulting (here- 
from! 

While I have been here, busily employed at 
my pen; the raging pestilence has been (ravelling 
after, in its work of death, in all the way I came. 
That I was led on before, and had not been call- 
ed to witness any of the ravages, of that direful 
malady; I viewed as matter, of the most pro- 
found gratitude. As the three last places I left, it 
entered just behind. On looking over the pub-^ 
lie papers, I was deeply a/Tected, to find among* 
its victims, Mr.^ Graham of Norfolk. At his' 
house I was favored with a quiet-resting place, 
Jbr a number of days; and had opportunity of 
proving him, a man well-instructed in (he doc- 
trines of the Gospel; and no doubt, he made u 
iiappy exchange of worlds' Should I now re- 
turn — through all the paths I trod; how many of 
my friends, should 1 find ''/jo morcy'^^ — and weep- 
ing mourners, to Jill the streets! 

From the time of my landing iri Ameiica, out 
of Great Britain, I have had this day of trouble 
in view. — Which as yet, mcthinks, is but, as 
**the beginning of sorrow.''^ While other nations, 
were under the chastening rod of Divine indigna- 
tion, I saw my own people, comparatively at 
ease; and swimming, as in luxury. Said 1 — 
Things at this rate, cannot long remain! If mer- 
cies, have not a tendency to draw; judgments^ 
here must drive — the thoughtless from their leth- 
argy! As this New- World 1 believed, designed 
for very rapid advances of the Redeemer's King- 
dom: and seeing then, to what a pitch of wicked- 
ness it had arisen: and what slothfulness and 
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Stupidity prevailed, in every place f I viewed that 
nothing short of the chastisements of the Al- 
mighty, could impede the progress of the enemy; 
and quell the swelling tide, of avarice and am- 
bition. Hence, the things which 1 had been 
looking for, — in some measure, are already ac- 
complished. But a far heavier blow yet rcmams 
to be struck; and that I am apprehensive, is upon 
the South. — Many trees of unrighteousness, 

* The great danger, that I view on one hand, as arising to 
the South; is, from the rapid strides which papacy is making 
there. Many people aigue in defence of the Popish faith: 
and "That there are many christians among the RonoMi 
Catholics, &c."— who are totally , ignorant, of the pnncipie 
they bold. Let such particularly, remember "What desola- 
tions have been made in the earth, by the Church of Rome; 
and but reflect a moment. That she is the same, unto tins 
day, that she ever was; with the same unconquerable sway. 
Had ^he but the power, would not her bloody-hand, be up- 
lifted again, as in former ages— even to the destruction, ol 
Christendom throughout? Search but the articles of her fiuin, 
and wliat person in his right mind, would iiot recoil at the 
very idea, of becoming a Papist. How could any one, bom 
in a christian country, suffer his ears to be contaminated, 
with, "We are bound to acknowledge the supremacy, oj 
our Lord, God, and Father, the Pope*'* "We ire 
bound to believe, The late holy massacre, justly put tii 
execution against Heretics: and that they should be 
driven, with jire, faggots, sword, and spear, from oj! 
the earth,''' "We are bound to believe, if just to destroy 
the lives of all Heretics, whenever it can be done, in 
safety to ourselves.'* And that ''Our holy church can- 
not err.'* &c. &c. &c. 

* Wot long sincr, I was travelling in the same boat^ with a R. Catholic 
Tiiest, just out of Deljriuui: with whom I had ti.e privilege, of much cofr. 
versalion: — I likewise lodg«d at the same inn, a number of daj^ with !»noti- 
•r— educated fur a priest; hi Fiance. JN either ol whom, I fobOU u»tnileM«i 
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have there grown to an astonishing height: and 
*' The axBj of God's destructive judgments, is laid 
at the root. Wherefore, the day is swiHIy rolling* 
on, when tverij tree that brings not forth good 
ft^uit, will be hewn doivn, and cast into tlie fire! 

Thirty-six years, have rolled into eternity, since 
I entered upon the stage of action: and more than 
fourteen, from the period, that the journey with 
me began, in the new and living way. Time, with 
me already, upon the low-grounds of earth, ha* 
vihg far exceeded my expectations; I therefore 
now relinquish the matter; and confess, that I 
know not the day of my death. 1 feel at the pre- 
sent — for which I thank God, especially mortitied, 
to every carnal enjoyment; and well able, through 
faithj to triumph over every impediment. I want 
no joys, but those, immortal^ — no pleasant pros- 
pects, but upwards, — nor any thing, whereon to 

that cnmily towards ProtcsOuiis, which njaiiy nf the Tri^h CathoUcs «Io. — 
Alter inuci* talk, with the latlcr— he very |)oliiely iii\i!«;il me, to vi.-il hi4 
familv: and said, ''1 wiii ire«l v<'U us handsojntlv as 1 cm."* I thanked him 
lor bii civility, and addled, "Will you allow inc the piivil'-i/e of preaching at 
yaur bouse?" '*0! no, no, no," n joined he, "I do not .-litF*:! the Dibie (o he 
lead, of my children?" — But you can htdd uueling, if ^ou ai« diiposed, al 
my neighbours." This I ccuiMdercd, greut contlcicensiou in the gcnllcmanj 
arid rei^arded hiin, hs a perioii of refined understanding. 1 v h^ once, ai 
JVfatt, )u Duhlin, of Ircbud: — where, because I did not kneel with them, I 
Wi»9 seized by one, with the ferocity of a titei: who exclainied, "If you jie 
loo pioutl to kneel", b.JiMjneloan'iihpf pl:u(l"' I wa?, hkrwi^e. in a rongrt- 
gation of five-lhonsaud in St. .luhns N. M. where they di.-^covo'f d murh 
eiiioiiy. There 1 saw the llrilisli soldiery, in unilornt juray — (there being 
IJ 0, sta.ioued in ihr citvj and the ino.->t of thcui piesenlj— The company of 
Indians, io their earbs' of uuifornr, — and their Pope, with his "holy-vfst- 
mtnis," io the uiidat. While thtie were thouband^ of others, beside, of 
every description. The appearance and continual hum, of this va^t cou- 
coursc— wiih their strangle ijeMuiesj more especially ihoic of the piie.«t: 
•which were truly ten illc, and his resemblance to me, wore like that of a . 
diabolical, than any human intellijjence^-^madc the place, in my view, rc»y 
«iini.ar to that, Wlicre the Kinj^s — the cbicf-cjiptainii — the greal>uien — ihc 
rich men, shill one day be gathered together. And, where there will be 
blasphemie-., curs<k-, mailings, stiife, &c.— -nd they blended, in one,— to sepa- 
1ft tie uo m6re! 



d by Google 



ii3S VICISSITUDES ILLtJTSTKATED, &G. 

fix my hopes, but everlasting life! My temptatioDS 
to evil, now appear but weak, and small; and vic- 
tory 1 view as achieved, in a great measure, over 
death and Hell. I cannot say, iiowever, that I have 
had any special fear, oi' natural death, from the 
time I commenced my pilgriniage: — had it been 
the case, I could never have embarked, in such 
enterprises, as I actually have done. But, 1 hav® 
been free from any doubt, of my change, from na- 
ture to grace; and have seemed, never to loose 
sight of the port, of endless rest, until I may say 
— within the year or two, thj;it have last passed a- 
way. Amidst, the many heart-cutting scenes, 
that 1 have latterly, been called to wade throuo^h; 
when the Lord, seemed sometimes, to treat me — 
even as the Syrophenician (in all my cries by night 
and day, to answer me not a word) I then found 
the suggestion, from the Arch-apostate, often to 
occur " There is no God.^^ That, whereas, was but 
as a puff of empty breath; and on glancing at the 
many wonderful ddiveranccs 1 had experienced; it 
was soon backed with ** There is no other God, 
ihai could deliver^ afkr this soW/" Hence, my 
conversion has been to me, otherwise, as much a 
reality, as my existence; and my call to public 
testimony, equally as sure. So that I can now 
say, in the review of past life, that after all the 
storms and tempests, 1 have had to encounter; 
and for which I have nothing to show, as a recom- 
pence: It has never, once, entered my heart, to re- 
pent of the undertaking, to sound salvation: neith- 
er has the idea, ever been indulged, of leaving 
the work, but from the clearest conviction of duty. 
While my stay is now prolonged below, I have a| 
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^xpeetation, wherefore, of devoting myself, mor# 
than formerly, to the labour of my pen; which 
will require my tarrying in some particular sec- 
tions of country, for greater lengths of time. I 
hope, however, should I see the age of three- 
score years and ten — even in different quarters of 
the Giohe:* <'as a christian heroine to rear, the 
Oospel standard, void of fear." 

Hereafler, it now appears most probable, that 
I shall pursue my travels, unaccompanied and a- 
lone. As there are many difficulties to overcome, 
in having an associate; which I now imagine par- 
amount to those, of being unattended. I can sel- 
dom find a female, that has courage sufficient, — 
or, if she has that qualification, she has not grace 
proportionate. Therefore, I wish to go on, rely- 
ing in the all-supporting Arm, of the Lord of 
Hosts: — and to realize, yet more fully, the import 
of lines presented me, at my first setting out — by 
an experienced brother; 



*^God shall secure, thy happy state. 
And plead thy eanse, against the great. 



»f 



I have at this time, a desire to stay, yet u little 
while, — this side, that narrow streamy that divides 
iVom the Heavenly Canaan. For one thing mere- 
ly — believing myself, more fit for my Master's 
work, than ever before; I wish to bear a faithful 

* I was once invited to go a Misnoniury, in a conunodions 
Bnglish Ship, to Van Dieman's Land: when* I confess, 1 had 
•erions reflections upon the subject: and I now view it very 
probaJ)le, should my davs be prolonged, that I m%f ytt trean 
even (kat reuMte pifft et croKtien. 
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testiniODj, against many growing evils, that I see 
in the world. One in particular, is that, of exclu<r 
ding female gifts, from the Church of God. — 
\^ hich I view, as an occasion of great provoca- 
tion; and as one principal means of immense los» 
to the Church of the Lord Jesus, throughout. 

It was the woman, we apprehend, that was first 
beguiled of the serpent; and she was the earliest 
seducer, of her prime associate. So, do I believe 
at the present day; that from the prejudice of edu- 
cation, she is an instrument of much evil, in the 
world. But we trace that evil, to its principal 
source, — and as the woman was deceivedj and in 
tlie transgression: so we admit, it may be still, with 
regard to many ; while those, from whom she reaps- 
her instruction,ln a great degree, are not deceived. 
At all events, if they are, it is because, they will 
not be enlightened: and we hence are to infer, that 
the sin lies at their door. According to the advan* 
tages of each, are they not to be considered eith- 
er praise, or blame-worthy? Instead of becopri- 
ing habituated to the enquiry, ^^Lord, what itiU 
■ thou have me to doV^ she has been taught, for a- 
g^, to understand herself, but a subordinate being* 
—unlit for such an elevated vocation, as a teach^ 
er of riorhteousness,*^ and hence, merely passive in 
the building of the Lord Jesus. Which is, in exact 
contrariety, to the word of God; that in no one 
in^ance, fu/nishes any member with authority to 
say of its opposite, "//lave no need of iAec.''— 

• Ihave beard^f its being questioned of some, whether a 
woman, possessed any soul. Indeed, if we were to jndrt 
. from the conduct of many» we might suppose that they «i- 
^tedi^ idee. 
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Dence, instead of becoming an help-meet, even 
in the domestic circle, to the salvation of souls, 
as it is her exalted privilege; she is but an hinder- 
er of much good — too often, I regret to say, even 
through those, to whom she is the nearest allied. 
It is for the most part, I see with much painful- 
ness, that those/ema/es who are the companions of 
ministerSy possess but a very small degree of vital 
piety. — And this, is what to me, speak volumes — 
respecting the instruction that is infused into their 
bosoms, nearest home. Of a man,4t is required 
according to what he hath; (opportunities for do- 
ing good, &c.) not according to what he hath not, 
I do not wonder, for my own part, that so many 
Churches extant, are so destitute of spiritual life: 
or that it is so often, like people and like priest j 
which will be the case, as long as things remain, 
in such a state. But ^^a word to the wise is suffix 
cienty^^ and I only add, *'I wish to deliver up my 
life, a sacrifice, for one, towards remedying these 
evils; and seal my testimony, as with my bloody 
in vindication of the rights of woman!" 
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iLNECDOTES. 



In travelling over the Province of New Brun9- 
iNrick, I chanced to fall in, at a certain residence, 
where "such a spectacle of woe''^ caught mine 
eye, as before, I had never witnessed, It was an 
aged man: after whom I gazed, speechless, for a 
length of time. Indeed, 1 was horror-struck! 
He was bare-foot, dressed in a white flannel 
frock, and drawers, (buttoned loose about the 
waist,) and a white cap on the head. His fraoie, 
resembling that oi a gaunt spectre, — and Oh ! in 
his countenance depicted, such consternation 
and horror, as language would fail me to describe! 
He kept the same motion, back and forth; witlji 
the same, slow, tottering steps; and at the end of 
every round, he laid aside his cane, clasped his 
withered hands, and with his ghastly eye-balls 
fixed upwards, exclaimed, "God have mercy on 
my poor tormented soul!" Oh! that most doleful 
cry! and that horrible sound! Methinks, it is 
fresh in mf ears, as I now record the tale — so 
fraught with woe! Thus, without regard to any 
person, or thing passing in his presence; he kept 
the same regular course: an^.about every four 
minutes, in the same attitude as before, he cried, 
**God have mercy on my poor immortal (or tor-' 
inented) soul!" 
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The family insisted, that I should hold a meet*^ 
ing at the place; which I was very willing to do: 
and an assembly had soon collected. 1 observed, 
that every individual on entering, and hearing 
the dreadful sound — burst into a flood of tears! 
And thought I, Who could forbear to weep? — 
Enough to cause a heart of adamant to melt! I 
had, as yet, made no enquiries respecting the 
man; but 1 was led to address them from the 
words of the parable, "FcwfAts, my son wasdead^ 
Sfc.^^ After having commenced, he still paid no 
regard to my movements, but kept on his former 
course; and his tone still the same. When I ob- 
served to him, ^*I have somewhat special, to say 
to you; and I desire that you would hear me. 
Please to take this seat, and be silent, till I have 
ended." That he accordingly did, until I had 
spoken an hour or more; in describing iho prodU 
galy Sfc. — How he wandered off; w;asted his sub- 
stance; came to himself; returned to his Father; 
and particularly — in shewing the readiness of the 
Father to receive his lost son. O, I realized as I 
spoke, the love of Christ so boundless, unchange- 
able and free, that I imagined, he must feel as 
I did, before I had ended. But alas, no sooner 
was I seated; than he began his former tone, 
"God have mercy on my poor tormented soul?' -- 
and that appeared more, an exclamation of guilt 
and horror, than of either desire, or hope, of ob- 
taining mercy of the Lord. On being asked of 
his wife, afterwards, "How he liked what he 
heard." "Oh,"'Veplied he, "That was exactly 
my character! But 1 was tormented, soul and 
bocfy too! While you pray for me, the Devil 
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mocks: and defies, all the Angels of Heaven to 
deliver me, out of his hands!'' I see Heaven's 
door, forever shut against me! dod, has turned 
his back, and will not hear my cry! Hell is open 
wide, before me; and .Satan, I continually be- 
hold, laughing at my miseries! The first, I see 
coming to meet me there — is a Roman Catholic 
priest, with whom I used to play cards, and spend 

many days in drunkenness, in Halifax. He 

comes, it seems, to torment me before the timeP^ 

"There has been no sin," added he, moreover, 
''ever committed on the earth, of which I have 
not been guilty: and they are now, all laid open, 
before my eyes." Seventy years, I denied the 
existence of a God, and a Devil too: — that there 
was any Heaven to obtain, or Hell to shun. I 
gave a loose rein, to all my Hellish passions: and 
in all manner of wickedness, I tried to take my 
fill. In the late war, bet>veen Great Britain and 
America, I was master of a privateer: and I used 
to go ashoie in your land, and plunder, wherever 
t was able. Many times, I have dragged the 
sick from their beds: — stripped them of every ar- 
ticle of consequence, and so leil them to their 
miseries, and to perish. I had no pity; and now 
God is returning it, on my own guilty head! — 
Four years, I have been in this state of despair, 
as you now see me. I have sometimes gone into 
the river, to drown myself— to the neck; but the 
thought occurred, *^ You will then be in Helly^^ — 
which made me tremble, and draw back. The 
Adversary, has often appeared to me by night, in 
human shape; and bidden me, destroy my family 
and myself. But said one, tobim, "Why is it 
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that you pray so incessantly, if there is no mere^ 
in store for you?" "Because," returned he, "t 
can only vent the anguish of my soul in this way,^-^ 
though I know, Him that formed me wiU shew me 
no favouri** When about to take my leave of 
him, — I observed, "We hope to meet you in Heav* 
en." **No," rejoined he, **If the righteous be 
scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly md the <ifi* 
net appearV* (*) 

The account I had also from others, of his char* 
acter, — corroborated his own testimony,— That he 
was a sea captain, and a Heaaoen^daanng u^fidel. At 
the age of seventy, he married a second time— (a 
woman of some principle) — and soon after, cross* 
ed the Atlantic, to Old England. He there,— in 
addition to the former black catalogue of vices,-^ 
squandered away $20 sterling, with the most de- 
bauched and filthy brood of creation,— and returned 
to America. But previous to his anival, the news 
of his misconduct reached the ears of his wife— 
and she determinately disowned him:— when his 
eyes were opened to a sense of his wretchedness* 
He saw that there was. a God-*-whose mercy he 
had abused;— whose spirit he had insulted and 
grieved;-— and whose Holy Name he had bias* 
phemed, all the days of his life. Heaven was, con- 
sequently, lost, (as he asserted)— the My of grace, 
over— am his damnation 8ealed!--*-There was, in 

^ He had informed his wife of his determination to de- 
stroy her— and that she must confine him by night, and ' 
make fast the doon^ &c.— Tttat she consequently did, and 
so secured herself . ^ 
Q 
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effect, no more hope of him, than the Devils of 
the kncest pit. 

But notwithstanding all this, some of his chil-> 
dren, who were christians, indulged the hope that 
his sufferings, with mortal life, would have an end. 
I found strength, in praying for his salvation:—; 
which, with the good will he manifested towards 
those interested for his welfare, encouraged me 
also to helieve, there was mercy still reserved with 
Crodf for him. Nothing gave us so much room to 
despair, as that unshaken opinion he he had im- 
bibed of himself, *'That all opportunities for good^ 
were past— and Heaven closed for ever." Could I 
persuade him to the contrary of this, as I imagined, 
he might soon obtain a pardon; — even of ail his 
%einous crimes. But after having said all that I was 
able, for his encouragement; ^ he was passing me 
by, in his ordinary manner,-— he cast a mournful 
glance, — and exclaimed, "Oh, you look fairer to 
me this morning, than the <tm/— but I must be tor^ 
merited for ever!*' 

• From his residence, (I can with satisfaction 
add,) J held a meeting, a. few miles distant; and 
a son-in-law of his, — living in the same house, was 
brought to the knowledge of God; and to praise JEfu 
name, with a loud voice. He returned home, as 
it was told xae, — declaring to all, the sahsation of 
the Lofd;-^B^X up family prayer; and so, t^^ on his 
tray rtjoicing. This, I viewed as the tender com- 
passion of Jesus, towards the deeply afflioted 
household; and hoped it might provQ.for the eter- 
nal well-being, of them all. I, thef^ore, have givien 
my friendly reader, as far as I am able, the history 
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of Captain Anderson. Of whom, I rejoice that I 
can testify thus much, — in humble trust, that the 
relation may be of service to some other despair- 
ing soul: — Even to his sincere amendment of life;— 
and happiness, without alloy, when **time shall b^ 
no more.** 



I WAS once solicited of a pious woman, in a 
state of widowhood, to visit a son of fier's, at her 
dwelling. That I accordingly did: — and was led 
into a gloomy cell, tenanted by a raging maniac. 
It was the widow's only son — a youth* of twenty- 
five. He was fettered with chains; — his frame ex- 
tremely meagre, and much lacerated; — his eye- 
balls glaring; and flashing, as it were, streams of 
fire; — his prison walls, wrecked and torn, as if the 
habitation .of some wild animals of prey. We 
knelt for prayer, in his presence,— which many had 
done before, (particularly the Universalis^ preach- 
er,) — and he manifested no ill-will; — but now, such 
hell raged within him, as it would be impossible 
for me to describe. He caught hold of a billet of 
wood, — and was throwing it, with all violence, at 

* The young man, (as it was supposed by his mother,) fell 
into this deplorable state, from anxiety about his souPs con- 
cerns. He had been thus, for a nuvber of years — and a 
number of years subsequent, I bad opportunity of informing 
myself, that he was "still a wretched lunatic; — held in 
chains, at the mad-house." But, I reply respecting this man, ' 
in the language of the blessed Saviour, concerning him that 
was bom blind — "Aeit/ier this man hath sinned, or his pa^ 
re»t8;^-hut that the works of Qod should be made mamfcst in 
Aim" 
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Iii78elf;-^ut his mother luckily interfered — and 
sared me.— -After removing all, as we imagined, 
from his reach, <*one" commenced prayer a pecond 
lime,— and ohi He screamed curses upon us! — ^He 
blasphemed the Name of G^od/-— He gnawed^ as it 
were, his tongue for pain! Some fruit laying near, 
he began dashing it, with the utmost venom, at my 
face; — and seeing I would not desist, he threw 
himself, his length, upon the floor — which, with 
the length of his cham, enabled him to reach a 
heavy chair, — that, he was, likewise, thrusting at 
me;— when we were obliged to retreat. Some of 
our company began singing in his presence; to 
learn also, what effect that might produce: — when 
truly, his agony was inexpressible! His eyes darted 
Jury — he htssedf as some fiery serpent — ^he gnashed 
upon the walls, with his teeth, — and smote them, 
with his rugged fists^ till they were bathed with 
{"ore:—- when, in pity to the wretched object, we 
ceased. But he still cried after us, ''Begone! be- 
gone! ril not have you here!" "What are you? 
What are you, here, torV* Heplied one, "We are 
good — as we trust; and have come to see, how it is 
with you." "If you' are good,** cried he, "I don't 
want you here! Away, away with you all out of 
the house!" And he flew, and tore again — seem- 
ingly, like the one of whom we read, possessed of 
a legion of Devils^ — He, undoubtedly, was one of 
that very same description, that cried after the Sa- 
viour, " We know thee, who thou art, the Holy One 
of God* Why art thou come, to torment us, before 
the timer* 
The inference, which I drew from this circum- 
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'iBtance, was — That the wicked — if admitted to 
Heaven, would find the same but as the hottest 
Hell to them. — And they would be glad to fly from 
thence, to the regionsof damnation, best suited to 
their malicious, infernal natures: — as those sacred 
anthims of praise to God, would but augment even 
the severest torment of their souls. 



A CERTAIN preacher of Old England, I heard re- 
late the incident as follows: "A young man of my 
acquaintance, of very dissolute habits, was dan« 
gerously ill: when he began to make many promises 
to the Lord, of amendment of life, in case of being 
restored to health. A pious minister, hard by, was 
sent for, to pray' by his sick bed, — for his recovery:— 
and it pleased God to hear prayer, and raise him 
up. But he went on, in his former sinful 
course; and straightway forgot all that he had 
vowed. He was, eventually, the second time ar- 
rested, and brought to the gate of death. When 
he began again to cry to the Lord for help, and to 
renew his vows,— of (feroHwg* himself to the duties 
of holiness, provided he were raised again. The 
godly minister was a second time sent for; — whose 
supplicajtion, with that of his own, the Lord was 
pleased, once mo^e, to' accept: — and the day of 
probation was yet lengthened out. But Oh! what 
base ingratitude! — he hurried on, still, in his licen- 
tious practices, and became seven-fold more a 
child of wrath, than ever before. Hence, he was 
taken in hand, for the last time, — and the rod to 
he spared him no more. As he drew nigh th^ 
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dtzd, a third limei— his fiiends, though apprehen* 
iive of his danger — ^forbore to ask the good man's 
aid again, seeing he had witnessed no better froits, 
of all his former exertions. — Whereas, when they 
taw him, actually, in the last struggle, with the 
grim messenger, — ''death,'' they ventured to ask, 
once moret the **prayer3 of his godly neighbors." 
The preacher was accordingly sent for: — but, what 
farther encouragement he could give, he knew not. 
He withdrew, a moment, in painAil suspenser^T- 
when "the Heavens were as brass, over his head', 
and Jehovah had shut His ear, that He would no 
more hear." All the reply he could gain, was, "/ 
will laugh at his calamity, and moek while his fears 
come, as desolation upon himf** With awful sensa* 
tions, he entered the apartment of the dying 
youth: — who raised his fainting head, and ex- 
claimed, ''Oh! Sir, you have now come too late! 
Heaven is lost, and m^ soul is gone for ever! Jeho- 
vah now, justly, laughs at my calamity, and mocks 
while my fears come^ as a whirlwind, upon meP' — 
And thus, — the once bold, but hapless youth, 
etpited! 

Fellow sinners, who read these lines, — remem- 
ber,-— Your ©(Wi W (3oei,-—yet unfulfilled ,r-rare all 
registered against you, in the book of His account; 
and will, surely, assail you again, as so many 
W5ec?arroi0«,— -without remission, when times, for 
amendment, are for ever past and gone! 

A Sea Captain of my acquaintance, that was a 
class-leader among Methodists, gave me this inter- 
esting account: *U once had a companion, of whom 
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I was y^ry ibnd. That companion di64;-^aDd I 
was exceqdinglj anxious to know what was his 
fjiture destiny. One night, — upon the wide ocean» 
as I was lying in my birth,^-^the cabin, of a sud- 
(|en, was filled with light, as bright as day: — and 
he appeared, standing erect, before my f^ce, I 
f^x^d mine eyQ, steadfastly upon him; and beheld 
that his countenance bespoke great terror. He 
gazed, likewise, upoii myself,-*with much appa^ 
rent citation: — when, after some pause, — he threw 
open his bosom; and ihere^ poured forth, a stream 
of fire!^^(But, what was most mysterious to me," 
(continued he» "from the/r«, there evidently pro« 
oeeded, a sulpherous stmch; — for ^a considerable 
space afler, as perceptible to me, as any thing I 
had ever witnessed!)-— From thence, I questionec) 
DO more, the sad fate of my once engaging^ anc) 
much esteemed flssociat^J* (The person from whom 
\ had this narrative; was a man of no common 
degree of skill ?ij)d firmness: — and whom I should 
have judged the very last to countenance any thing 
of the kind, ))ad he not been himself an eye-wit'*, 
ness to the fact,) 



Whilb labouring near the bquudary of the Uni- 
ted Statfss, in 1837* — with no little encouragement 
from the salvation of soul^:-^on a certain occasion, 
I requested that all present, whq felt a need of 
Christ; and desired an irUerest in the prayers of 
christians, wonid signify it, by rising up. Of the 
number that arose, I espied one, who appeared a 
new-comer altogether, ipto pur congregation; — and 
after uniting in prayer-^I mot^ed towards him, to 
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offer some encoaragement, for his persoTerance, 
dtc. — Whien, by way of compliment, I cha,nced 
to extend to him my hand: — which, to my sur- 
prise, he refused, by drawing baclc.. Wherefore, 
I cast a glance, more fully in his face; and 
truly — ^the pale, setf-condemning, horrible look, he 
discovered,'- caused my flesh to run cold I And I 
thrust myself backward, — with a loud, mental cry, 
"A* murderer," "A pirate!" * 

The next day he made an excuse to the house 
where I was lodging — and I told him my worst 
conception of his characten— even that he was a 
Pirate, and a Murderer. And, added I, **You 
appeared like the worst man, as I met you the last 
evening, that I ever beheld; and* I was really 
frightened from your presence.** He returned, 
"When you requested those to arise, who desired 
the prayers o£ christians, I thought that if any one 
needed them, I did — although I hardly believe in 
the existence of Deity;— ^Rud when you approached 
me, and offered your hand, you looked like an 
on^el, — and I turned from you. I have, madam, 
been a Pira(6:*»but I always lifted my hand against 
murder. Though I am guilty of every sin that was 
ever committed on the footstool: — and I confess 
to you, That I am the ivorst man, to be found upon 
the face of the whole earth.'^ This acknowledge 
inent of his own guiltiness, was in the presence of 
two or more witnesses: — which, I think, the re* 
morse of his conscience, constrained him to make. 
He waa a young man, of about thirty; — h stranger — 
but a few days in tl^e place. And from the time I 
saw him, it seemed he crept off slyly— and so was 
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heard from no more. — ^'A guilty conscience needs 
no accaser!" 



Mk the eighteenth year of my age» I commenced 
Bchool-keepmg in N. Hampton; — it being the 
eventful, and gloomy period of war between Ameri- 
ca and Great BritEun; when many things, of a se- 
rious nature, occupied my mind. My father had 
command of the militia, at that time; and as cxk 
invasion of the town of P th, was hourly ex- 
pected, be was summoned to stand in its defence. 
It happened that a **8ergeant" of his company, (a 
very promising young man, (and was crossing the 
Piscat^qua, at a late hour of the night, and was 
accidentally drowned. This, with the circum- 
stances concurrent, tended to arouse me again, to 
a sense of my duty to Gk>d:— -he having been 
jny «cA(H)2-ma(e,-^likewise, echool'mastert — but a 
short time before. But what I designed to say, 
inore particularly, was this: The day prior to his 
decease, he was at H— — m, and called on the 
young ladyy to whom he had paid his addresses for 
some space; — and sang in her presence, twice or 
thrice over, the verse of Watts, " Why do toe mourn 
departing friends ^^^ d&c. She asked his meaning; 
but for being thus led, he was not able to account; 
and only replied, by presenting her the following 
lines:— 

«* While bravely struggling, in the foaming wave. 
The shipwrecked sailw^ hopes his life to* save: 

* Thif , (with the preceding short hutories^ was taken 
from my Journal. 
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And firmly clinging, to the floating oar, 
At length is wafted to sonae friendly shore. 
For me, alas! no friendly shore appears; 
My cares increasing, faster than my years. 
Deprived of ev'ry charm that sweetens life. 
No pleasing home, no fond endearing wife, 
In whose sofl breast, I might my cares repose, 
And in her circling arms, my eye-lids close. 
But overwhelmed by fate,* iind anxious care, 
My shattered bark, is driven to despair. 

^ Written by S. L. of H. 



VERSES 

By Judge ^— to Miss M. — and presented after^ 
uxwds to myself, 

S&y, female stranger ^ who art thou? 
That thus, art wandering through our land. 
Thy youth, thy sex, thy modest brow; 
Thy lonely state, may all demand. 
Why is it, thou hast left thy home, 
With strangers only to sojourn? 
No friend attending, -4)ut alone. 
Thou wing'st thy way, both night and morn? 
Has some wild vision, struck thy brain; 
To wander forth, from door to door? 
Whilst friends, afar, in grief remain, 
By restless, wayward fancy, bore? 
If this be so^ some friendly hand, 
Should stay thy wand'ring, sooth thy pain: 

*Predestiiiarian. 
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And with afTection, pure and bland; 

Restore thee, to thy home again! — - ^ 

** *Tis true, thou sayest ** Almighty Power, 
"Impels thy steps, directs thy way: 
"And sweetly, in each trying hour, 
**Supports, and comfbrts, through the day. . 
•*That, love Divine has filled thy heart, 
**To call on sinners, far and near; 
"To warn them, from their sins to part, , 
"A sin-avenging God to fear. 

And who dares doubt, thy faith sincere, 
That se6s thy unassuming youth! 
With heaving breast, and starting tear, 
Declare the everlasting truth. — 
"Proclaim Jehovah's grace and love. 
To fallen man, o'erwhdm'd in guilt: 
Point him the way, to realms above. 
Made sure, by blood, on Calvary spilt. 

Go then, dear Messenger of Peace, 
Pursu% thy Heaven-appointed way: 
Thy arduous labours soon may cease. 
Lost in one bright, eternal day. 
Open each door should quickly fly, 
At thy approach; — Each friendly breast, 
Should beat thy welcome, and draw nigh. 
To greet with smiles, their lovely guest. 
A blessing, on. that house should rest, 
Where thou shalt lay, thy weary head: 
Each inmate feel thy visit blest; 
Rejoice with thee, in breaking bread. 
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ACROSTIC. 

Presented to a Methodist Preacher ^ai his request • 
by myself. 

Go, blow the Crospel Trumpet, blow: 

Eternal truth prociairo: 

O'er mountains high, and Tallies low, 

Resound a Saviours fame. 

Go, tell the joy;^— go, bear the news; 

£7en, unto Oentile men, and Jews. 

Will not, the tawny Savage race, 

And Airic's sable train; 

God's word, and righteousness embrace. 

Nor wear, the slavish chain? 

Ere long, to Heaven, then may you bring, 

Rich sheaves, and be complete— -iimm. 



HYMN, 

By myself J on leaving America. 

1. 

Farewell to my dear native land, 
Ye plains, and ye wild woods, I leave. 
O'er you, with delight, I have rang'd; 
But now, my last homage receive! 

8. 

To climates, unknown, | repair; 
Rough billows, will bear me away; 
For the **Isle of Britannia," I steer. 
There, aUied tt^ Us dust, may I stay. 
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3. 

Farewell, my lov'd parenti, for me 
Fear not, nor grieve for your loss: 
Your faces, in Glory, V\\ see, 
When the "fwett%ng$ of Jordan'' we cross* 

4. 

For **One is our Father — in Heaven;*' 
Though to earth's distant verge I may fly: 
In His hand, will He hold, each, secure,. 
And bring us to mansions On High. 



Farewell, my dear Sisters, — with yoii, 
And Brothers, God calls me to part: 
Though the ocean, between us may flow. 
We are stilly undivided in heart. 

6. 

O, hasten to finish your work! 
rii strive, to be faithful in mine: 
And soon, we in triumph shall meet> 
In beauty celestial/ to shine. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(968) 
APPENDIX. 

LETTER I. 

York Terrace, Salmon's Lane, London. 

My very dear Sister in the Lord: 

We were pleased to hear from you — though 
sorry, that we did not have all the information, you 
hod on your mind to communicate. But what 
remains behind, helps to keep alive our hope and 
expectation; therefore, you must not disappoint 
us in writing frequently, and fully. I felt thank* 
ful, in reading Brother N's letter, — and my own,— 
that God mercifully preserved you from shipwreck; 
and landed you safe on: "that happy shore,*' where 
you would be. 

I have to inform you that, **Brother Padman sail- 
ed with captain Ward to Halifax, on Tuesday last, 
May 18th. I believe it is his intention to remain 
in Halifax for a short time, and then go to the 
United States. 

I feel myself extremely- obliged to you, for the 
present of books, papers, &c. you have sent me. 
They have afforded me several feasts, and I should 
like to see some of them republished in England. 
Especially in the Reformer: — I have read some 
excellent articles, on Primitive Simplicity. And 
I pray Gk)d, to give us the love, that wpuld lead to 

* One of the three, expelled from the Methodist Connex- 
ion, for Buffering a woman to speak in their chapel: who told 
me he had been rejected before by them, as a travelling 
preacher; because he was not acquainted sufficiently with 
Wesley's works. 
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the practices, so frequently enjoined in His Word, 
and in that publication: For I see, more than 
ever, that all systems and modes, are a bodily 
exercise that profiteth but little. Even Scripture 
modes of worship, and Scripture systems of church 
government, are but a "dead letter," without the 
spirit,— a shell without the kernel, and a shadow 
without the substance. O for the substance! the 
substance! the substance! — the love of God shed 
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. That love, 
which *4s the fulfilling of the law*' — **the end of the 
commandment'* — that worketh no ill, to any soul 
of man — that is long-suffering and kind— envieth 
not — does not boast — nor is inflated with pride — 
nor acts unseemly — seeks not her own advantage — 
is not passionate — thinks no evil — does not rejoice 
in unrighteousness, but in the truth — ^beareth all 
things—believeth all things^-hopeth all things-^ 
endureth all things;— without which, (whatever 
else I may possess, I am nothing!) 

"For love, I sigh; for love, I pine; 
This only portion. Lord be mine; 
Be mine, this better part." 

'*My soul breaks out in strong desire, 
The perfect bliss to feel! 

My longing soul, is all on fire, to be dissolved in 
love." 

Give me this, or I die! 

You did not mention a word, in my letter, 
about £lizabeth — how is she? where is she? what 
is Elizabeth doing? Tell me in your next. Your 
father and mother^ are they yet living? 
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I see, by our good Friend Do w's. pamphlet, That 
America is not what it once was; and that there 
is cause of complaint, even in this happy land. 
And by the papers you have sent, it appears that, 
instances of distress frequently occur. But I see 
plain enough, by every thing I hear on the subject, 
that the "industrious poor'' are much better cir- 
cumstanced in America, than in England. 

Affairs in England, continue much in the same 
state, as when you were here.- There is no more 
trade now, than then. Business, with' almost 
every one, is flat; and complaints, in tilmost every 
one's mouth. Religion, amongst us, is character- 
ized be deadnesSf and want ot feeling* — ^This for- 
mality still continues. We have preaching — 
preaching and praying, and singing, — ^but no fruit. 
Few, or no sinners converted; but plenty of back- 
sliders. There must be some sore, radical evil 
at the root of our work; and on that account, the 
Lord cannot do, many mighty works. I am stilJ, 
however, looking out for a brighter day. Things 
in this state, will not always last.— God, I be- 
lieve, will ere long, take the matter into his own 
hand; and maintain his own caude, in opposition 
to every obstacle. The cause at Salem, is much in 
the same state, as when you were here. Those 
who were brought in, at that time; still hold on, 
find are perhaps the most lively. 

T. Prime desires to be remembered to you, 
but you omitted his name in your last. — He is a 
joung man of God. Few like him. W. Pottst 

tThe86Cond,who8aid, "/ wouWiwi Zai/aslratoinfcerway.** 
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desires to be named to you. — He has not unfre- 
quently spoken of you with pleasure. 

I wish to send you out a few papers, but I fear 
the vessel will sail, before they are published. 

Give my love to all that love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in America. And let them strive for 
peace, and for the love, that hopeth and believeth 
all things, and thinketh no evil. May God pros- 
per you, Sister Towle; and my dear Sister Eliza- 
beth. — May He make you both instrumental io 
the conviction and conversion of sinners in abun- 
dance! And may you, in the day of the Lord 
Jesus, have many stars in your crown, and shine 
forever as those of the first munitude. 

Yours in the bonds of christian affection, 

tTHOMAS WILKINSON. 

3d July, 1130. 



LETTER n. 

Dublin, Ireland, lithofGthmo., 1830. 

My dear Ann: 

I have written to thee, orClhc latter end of 4tb 
month, in answer to thine, of 27th of 12th mo., 
1829. I sent it, by a young man named Robert 
Parks, going to America, with china, &c. &c. ; 
but as he told me, he would not go to Philadel- 
phia, (notwithstanding he said it should be for- 
warded to the care of Frederick Plummer, aa di- 

l The person that did — and whose right it was, to invit* 
me to the place. (See account of London.) 
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reeled, and would go safe). Lest it should tnts- 
carry, I send this by a female named Elsegood, 
who came over a short time since, from the city of 
P., and is returning on to-morrow, with her son, 
that came over with her. She has been Hving in 
America, (said city), about thirteen or fourteen 
jfears — her husband not so long. 

At the time I wrote^ it was after a great fit of 
f]]ness;-«and my wife very bad. But we are now, 
i may say, quite recovered. I know not, how to 
xlescribe the wonderful and unparalleled mercies 
that have been, and are now, manifested towards 
us. yes, yeS'-^ind I feel now qualified to say, 
fiver will be mai|jifested« Glory, glory to God! 
My dear Ann, fit would greatly add to our com**^ 
fort; — yea, it would be matter of rejoicing^to hear 
And koow« that thou art so baptised into the Lord 
Jesus., as to live and look above all priests, and 
fsriestaroft of etery denomination; — all hirelings 
jof every tribe; however near to, or remote from 
/ru/A.— Reject every thing that stands not in the 
power, Sufier the bit of clay to be moulded, 
fashioned, formed, and in every way fitted for 
the work, aqd soforth, the GREAT MASTER, is 
pleased to set thee apart, for. '^Ascbnp the 
MOUNT, THYSELF, and receive, the message from 
the MOUTH of the Lord. Be not satisfied to 
have it, even from Moses,— or evkn, as many of 
our MODERN Priests will say, '*thus and thus saith 
the Bible.'' This, seems so plausible, and angel- 
like, that said Priests, bewitch, and lead cajh 
tive silly women (CHURCHES); and thus go 
©n from year to year, selling their merchan- 
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dize, or their charms. I said above, aseend 
the mount. But remain below in the valley, until 
Ihfe beastly-part be crucified— and finally put to 
DEATH. I say again, Remain in the valley until 
the Master saith to thee,- **Come up, I will give 
thee a message." And thus, thou wilt be clothed 
with the dread power of the Lord; and give each 
their portion, in due season. Yes, yes, thou wilt 
then be able, and only then, to bind on earth what 
is bound in Jieaven; and to loose on earth that 
which is loosed in heaven: for thou canst not say 
less, or more, than the holy unction teacheth. — 
I^ot speaking in thine own will or time, but in the 
"WILL and power of the living God. And in this 
WILL and power, and this only, thou wilt be 
ENABLED to say, **thus and thus saith the 
Lord.'* And not, "thus and thus saith the man, the 
book, the bible, 6lc. &c." Thus^ having the tes- 
timony of Jesus, thou wilt then realize, the spirit 
of prophecy — notwithstanding that said Priests 
will say of such, they deny the Bible, the Holy 
Scriptures. But such a testimony, of prophecy will 
not, — yea cannot, be contrary to the Scriptures 
or Bible: but rather, detect any error that might 
be therein, from false translation. Sic. &c. 6ic. 

I now conclude, but first feel, I should say. Tell 
Frederick Plummer, to go on; and as light makes 
manifest, and shows the road, to walk therein. — 
That, as yet, he knows but the rudiments, com- 
pared to the mighty things, that will yet be reveal- 
ed. I feel as somewhat near him, at this mo- 
ment—now, near 12 o'clock at night. Tell him, 
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if he feels freedom, to drop me a line when thou 
art writing. 

Please direct to care of William Calvert, mer- 
chant, 111 James street, Dublin, for J. W. Len- 
nox. 

Thine, in the bond of truth, 

tJ. W. LENNOX. 
P. S. My wife (*Ann) desires to be revived in 
thy remembrance, with all the CHURCH that 
comes within thy bounds. 

J. W. L. 

f He being absent, when we were first invited to his 
house; but shortly after,, on returning home, he heard of 
•'females from Amerida come to Ireland.'* He contrivecf 
hence, to bring us back, by sending a young man, with a 
message, that *^A gentleman from America, wished an in- 
terview with us." Although tlie distance was two miles, 
and the night, rainy and dark, we hastened to the place; 
and I earnestly enquired, *«Are you, Sir, the gentleman 
from America, that requested an interview?'* «'Yes. I 
am from America; but I was never in that country." — 
Hence, judging from my boldness, of the honesty of my 
purpose, he became a friend, in whom I could repose the 
highest confidence. 

He had once belonged to the connexion of Methodists, 
but left the same, with his companion, prior to the visit 
of Lorenzo Dow to that land — for liberty of conscience: — 
and with a small company of others, tbey still remained 
unattached to any community. 

• The good woman before named in the work, who 
met me at Friends meeting, &c. 
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LETTER III. 

February mh, 1831. 
Mj Sister in the Lord: 

***** Could we, more frequently, and more 
sincerely, realize and belioTe that passage in Holy 
Wrii, that "all things work together for the good of 
those, .who' love God," with how much more pati- 
ence should we receive every afflictive dispensa- 
tbn of His Providience. Happy indeed are those, 
wno can perceive, after passing through the fiery 
furnace, that their dross only was consumed, whilst 
the soul was purified, strengthened, adorned, and 
fitted for the Master's service.— You ask me, 
"Are you not noiv, a vessel sanctified, and meet far 
your Master's use?*' Alas, alas, how have you been 
mistaken *in mel^I think, sometimes, I love the 
Creator, and the once crucified, but now exalted 
Saviour. It pains me, to hear the Holy Name 
profaned; and I dislike all manner of sin, knowing 
it to be so. I feel a regard for all the sincere fol- 
lowers of a meek and lowly Master; but t appear 
to strive to become a posessor of this meekness, al- 
most in vain. Sometimes I think, I am in a degree in 
possession of it, when some worldly tempest arises, 
and sweeps it from my grasp! I then have to la- 
mentthe pride, and selfishness of my still stony, and 
rebellious heart. I pray daily, for more grace and' 
purification of mind; and at Bom^ seasons, I am 
blest with peace and joy, in the tnibard man. And 
I desire to praise the Lord, that His patience is not 
so exhausted, and His Spirit so grieved, but that 
He still continues to reprove me for the slightest 
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sin, in word or thought. — ^Pray for me, my Sister, 
that I may become purified in body, soul and spirit. 
My family unite with me in fervent wishes for 
your present and eternal happiness. If we should 
meet no more here, may the Lord in infinite mercf 
grant, that we may meet in another, and a better 
world; . in praises of that grace which has redeem- 
ed us, and cleansed us from all impurity, in the 
blood of His only begotten Son! 

Farewell, my Sister in Jesus: and neglect not 
to pray for ♦ 

Your unworthy brother,* 



LETTER IV. 

Hampton, August 22^ 1832. 

Dear Sister Nancy: 

We received your letter one week, since; which 
gave us intelligence of your arrival at the memo- 
rable spot, where lays the remains of our dear 
brother Philip. It is a great consolation to us, 
that you have been permitted to reach there; and 
to see those dear friends, whose lot it was, under 
Providence, to perform for him, the last act ne- 
cessary on earth, — ^which, we would, might have 
been ours. But while we reflect that he left his 

* This good maA, who was a judge of the United States 
Court, had made no profession of Christianity — but he dis- 
liked formality eiLceedingly,— and usually attended the 
meeting of Friends. 
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home, to die so far from all his relatives, — we 
ha?e reason to be coTnforted, that he survived to 
be carried on shore. Extremely painful wonld it 
have been, had he been thrown into the merciless 
ocean, — known to none, but the vessels crew. — 
We heartily wish that his attendants ntight have 
been as good, before, as after, he left the vessel. 
But too often, vainly do we wish! He was in- 
clined to be patient before be left home; and per- 
haps might suffer, were it in his power to ask a 
favor. How gladly would his wife, or any others 
have gone With him; had we known his inten- 
tion of' going further than Boston. Whether he 
contemplated a sea voyage, previous to his leav- 
ing home, we cannot tell. He wrote to his wife 
from Boston, that he m^t with a Mr. Dow, who 
was out of health, — and his complaints, similar to 
his own:— they saw the physicians together, and 
were advised, to that last resort. He thought Mr.' 
D — would not survive the voyage. We were 
doubtful then, whether he did not refer to himself. 
He appeared cheerful at the idea of going, the 
morning I saw him take the stage; — as if he were 
going upon some important business, best known 
to himself.. He was very affectionate, the few 
days that I was with him, but appeared to regret 
leaving nothing, that he parted with behind. He 
said to his little son, Vhen he rose from his bed, 
^'Young Man, you may hf^ve my bed to night, if 
you like it better than your own." His wife feels 
her loss much. And little D. Philip talks of 
what his pappa said to him; but will try to stop 
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118, if we mention where he now *is: — and he h'^s 
oflen burst oat a crying, aboat him. Our mother 
bears her affliction as well as we could expect;— 
but sh^ will never be unmindful of him, who was 
so dear to her. She bids me to tell you, to mourn 
no more for him, — as she views the hand of God 
displayed, in his going there. We oflen see him 
on that sofa, dose hi$ eyes on every thing below — 
and go, even to the grave, and drop a tear widi 
you! We wish you, with these lines, to present 
to Dr. W., and Mr. &# Mrs. £., our sincere re- 
spects. We esteem them very highly for their 
kindness to our dear, dear brother; — who, we are 
satisfied, done all that for him, thi^t they would, — 
had he been, their own. If we never see them 
on earth, we hope to join them io heaven — 
where we - anticipate & happy meeting, likewise 
with our kindred that have gone before, and all 
the "redeemed of the Lord'' — to part againnomore. 
Yours, — with many good wishes for your pros- 
perity, &c. MARY TOWLE. 



LETTER V. 

City of Georgetown, June 21*/, 1833. 

If my dear Miss Towle, has not received the 
letter I directed to her, while at Norfolk, (and sent 
by Mr. Wm. McKenney,) I fear she has thot^ht 
me remiss, if not quite forgetful, in not acknow- 

*Two of our cousins, since the death of our brother, 
have likewise gone the way of all the earth. 
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ledging the aifeetibnate letter she was pleased to 
address to us in a' ■'familjr capaeity," — as well as 
my own individual obligations for the little effu- 
sion written in my **01io",— dictated, permit me 
to say, more by the bei^evolence of her own heart, 
than any merit of mine. . In expressing my thanks, 
allow me to add. That I derived an additional 
pleasure from the ready compliance with what, 

> to one so much abstracted as yourself, from the 
common-place realities pf Jife, — might have worn 
the appearance of something, too trifling to occu- 
py your time or attention. Indeed, a fear of this 
i^eeming obtrusiveness, has. prevented me, often- 
times, from solipiting contributions to my ''book 
of mem^ntoV; and lost me, I know, specimens 
of talent, taste, and acquirement, which would 
have been highly, valuable and entertaining. — 

. But there are persons who, notwithstanding the 
elevation which superior talents and piety give 
them, above* their fellows, pos.sess so much native 
urbanity, that we feel the intellectual distance di- 
minished: and we can, therefore, approach them; 
and even ask favours,— and I am inclined to 
think, judging from our mutual dependence upon 
each other, that an indulgence thus bestowed, is 
not altogether without its reward. 

Tour gratitude, my dear Miss Towle, leads 
you very far to overrate .the attention received 
from us, while in George-Town. And did I, not 
really believe, that to be "abput your Master's 
business," constituted your chief delight, I should 
say, that your comforts were but few, while under 
our roof. Your sustenance I am sure, grows not 
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'*on these low grounds;'' bat^ like the maDiia, is 
provided fresh for you every day — by One who is 
leading yoi^ thus mysteriously, T would say, to 
pass through this wikiemess.— He hais not failed 
to support you by water, and by *'bread'' that the 
world knows not of. I was going to say, some- 
thing about your mission; but. I forbear, as it 
would be gratuitous— and as I feel persuaded, 
that thf^ full, the free surrender. you have made of . 
yourself, has been done in sincerity. May your 
fidelity, ever ensure to.yoti, the care of .the Lord 
€k>d of Israel,— and your feet, ever be planted upon 
the Rock of Ages. .How*iirm a foundation! — 
How rich the provision, for all th^ ''faithful," — ba- 
sed upon the Word, the immutable Word ofTruthi 
You, my Friend, seem to have abandoned the ' 
prospect of rest^ in this world; aind are seeking, 
through privation, to be made completely ready to. 
enter into that ^^rest which remains for the people 
of God.** And if, ,(to adopt* the laiiguage of a 
distinguished one of our sex,) you shall be made 
''perfect'' by all this self-denial and suffering; an 
heir of God, and joint heir with* Jesus Christ, 
and ultimately brought to the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, — how endless, how glorious, will be your 
enjoyment! 

***** My own state of health is rather 
feeble at this time; thctugh the present season is 
more congenial to me, than any other. I have 
been so long, and so oflen. afflicted, that I never 
dare to reckon on one day. All I desire is, to 
submit myself (o the willof my Heavenly Father; 
satisfied, that what He does, . will be best for 
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me, if thus exercised. I think I cam say now, 
that **U is good for me to have been afflicted,'*'^ 
By the loss of health, — worldly things have been 
embittered: — the pride of my heart, and the ex- 
cessive vivacity of my natural disposition, has 
been much subdued. By the loss of /riencb, I 
have been . taught to seek more earnestly for that 
grace which alone "is sufficient:'' — to look away 
from the things which are- seen, and to set my 
affections upon things far beyond the vicissitudes 
of thi^ troubled estate. Notwithstanding, when I 
seCr^e pre-eminent piety of many of my sex, I 
am ashamed to see how Httle I have done. I 
blush, for my backwardness, — my unprofitable- 
ness! 

This long epistle roust give place to other en- 
gagements. I had no idea of writing half as 
much. To be remembered in your prayers is the 
desii^e of Itour friend, 

MARIA W. DAVIS. 



LETTER VL 

Lyor^s, If. F., Feb. 7th, 1832- 

My very dear Sister, 

I received your favour of the 20th of January, 
with much satisfaction;— and gratitude to God, for 
His preserving mercy towards you. I feel thank- 
fdl that you are so strengthened to labour; and^ 
that God owns, atid blesses your labours. And 
that you, being "strong," are favored with persecu- 
tion;— -so that the curse may not rest on you, be- 
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cause "a/{ men speak well of you.** But l am ex- 
ceedingly sorrj, that it should coine from professed 
Methodists; for I think they could not be posses* 
sors, in a very high degree. May the Lord cor^ 
rect, in mercy, the errors of my brethfenl I am 
glad that you have been favoured with an inter- 
iTiew, with your old friends Mr. (Sc Mrs. O. B., and 
family: and found a companion to fill Elizabeth's 
place. I hope that -you will be protected and 
guided by Providence; and obediently foliour, in 
all things. His directions. 

I have thought much of my wandering sister— 
and the results in their various bearings. I have 
viewed a Whitfield, and a Wesley, in their Jabodrs; 
and the results thereof, with muplv interest, as far 
as I have been able to discern: and have drawn 
the following conclusion. Whitefield, broke up 
the ground, and sowed th^ hopefti] seed, and left 
it to all the beasts of the. forest. — And where is 
the increase! A Wesley, ploughed and sowed, 
and planted a hedge about it; and by a wisely di- 
rected plan, watered the same; and it portends a 
plentiful harvest, — if sonie, does bring forth wild 
grapes. I know, my Sister, your c?tse is. a differ- 
ent, and a singular one>— and if you should think 
best to travel extensiveljr, and labour, and should 
flee fruit; I hope you may see best to advise, that 
iCon verts should unite \yith those Christian socie^ 
ties,— ^as may be most conducive of their spiritual 
interest; which, I think to be, in general, the £• 
' P. Methodists. I write to you, as my sister, or 
daughter, with the same confidence; and I hope 
you will ever look upon me, as a near kinsman to 
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you: and will not wonder that I take such an in- 
terest in your prosperity, and in the cause of re* 
ligion. I hope that you will recollect, God does 
not require the destruction of life for sacrifice!-— 
Don't destroy your usefulness by OFermuch labor; 
and thus break down your constitution, and so 
shorten your days. The prudent woman, as well 
as 'Hhe prudent man, foreseeth the evil, and 
hideth herself J* Yours, is the* first case in the 
female character, to whom I have ever given such 
cautions; but positively to the reverse. I have 
no doubt, my Sister, but that God has called you 
to minister, in word and doctrine: — though, wheth- 
er precisely in the same manner of wandering, I 
kifow not. We should be glad to have you again 
among us; and I hope you will see it your duty to 
make us a visit soon. Our Alloway brethren 
would bid you welcome. • They are growing in 
general. There has been at Seneca Fdls a meet- 
ing for nearly two weeks; and I know not that it is 
broken up fet. I learned that 150 mourners at a 
time were to be prayed for; and many converted. 
I am too much immersed, in the world and busi- 
ness, though God blesses me. I confess my ne- 
glect in writing; I pray your forgiveness. I hope 
you will not neglect me, neither in writing or 
praying for us. 1 desire you may not give place 
to a thought of accepting the invitation to go to 
£ngland. America is a large and uncultivated 
field, and a plenty of work. Sow and water 
amongst us. I don't know but that I shall pray 
some against you, when I request, that you may 
be temperate in all things; and let your moderation 
S*. 



d by Google 



w^wr 



274 VICISSITUDES lUVSTRATBD, &C. 



be Imowu mto all mm. Your Elizabeth, and G>— -« 
firiends, were well, a few days since. My family, 
all desire to be remembered, in love to you; and 
would be heartily Glad to see you. I shall look 
for a letter soon,-— after your receiiring this. 
Farewell, 

L— E K— Y.» 



OBITUARY. 

DiBD, in the city of C , of a consumption. 

Dr. PnrLip Towle. He was born in the town of 
Hampton, N. H. September, 1797,-^where he also 
resided until the last twelve years, that finished his 
mortal career. At an early period, (associated with 
a brother-in-law,) he commenced with deep inter- 
est, the study of medicine; — and was graduated, in 
due time, in the city of Boston. He entered into 
practice, for a space, in the town of Exeter, but 
soon after, removed to Amsbury, in the state of 
Massachusetts — where he spent, \h% last nine 
years of his earthly existence. Subsequent to which 
period, he attached himself t6 the Brotherhood of 
Free Masons:— 'also, entered a conjugal state^ — 
wherein, he was blessed with *'one son.'' 

The native mildness, of his disposition, -^the af- 
fability of his manners, — and the correctness of his 
deportment, — won for him the affection, and the 
regard, of many: — and particularly, his dexterity in 
instrumental music, drew around him many admi- 
rers. In his skill, likewise, as a physician, he had 
the good fortune to excel:— -which,— connected 

*£. P. Methodist preacher^ 
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with, honesty In his dealings, punctuality hi Ills en* 
^agements, and temperance in his habits— >witb 
no common degree, of tenderness and sympathy 
towards all in adversity, — procured him a Jaora- 
tive, and extensive practice? To sum np, he was 
*'air' that could be expected from one, not (in 
the strictest sense) a believer in Christ: and tmii» 
he never professed to be, "but He that judgetk all 
ihings, u the LordT 

At ^he con;imencem6nt of the present year, (I 
gather) — he found his health upon the decline; bitti 
having always been disposed to make light of hie 
own infirmities, so did he, likewise, of this* He 
continued to fail, for some weeks; and was oblig- 
ed, at length, to leave business-^wEich he did the 
first of February, The first of March, he proposed 
seeing the physicians of Boston; for which pur- 
pose he left his home, unattended, in the stage. On 
visiting them, at the hospital there, he received 
but little encouragement, excepting from a ^ea 
voyage: — and for this, he proceeded directly on, 
by the stage, to Providence, in Rhode Island. 
Here, he mailed a letter to his family, and embarii:* 
ed in the steam packet, directly for New- York. In 
that city, h^s remained a number of days; and seeing 
but little likelihood of a recovery, he spoke of re- 
turning to his friends:— That, he did not decide to 
do, whereas, but embarked again in the ''schooner 
Spy,'* (Smith, master,) for Charleston. 

After four-day's sail, he gained this port; which 
was the 16th instant. His fellow-passengers,* the 

*Mr. & Mrs. Weaver, of New Tork-^he having cobm 
also for the recovery of his health. 
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day following, removed to the shore; but bimself-— 
being takdn very ill — made no efforts to that end. 
On the 18th| which was the sabbath, Dr. Wagner 
heard of a medical genilemcMt on board the vessel 
at the wharf; and kindly made him a visit. He 
was then sitting in his chair, and conversed with 
cheerfulness: — insensible as the Doctor supposed, 
that his dinohuion was so near. He saw him as a 
dying man,— and insisted on his being removed to 
the shore. He manifested, at first, considerable 
reluctance; but after some entreaty, he was con- 
veyed by the kind physician, to the house of Mr. 
EstiiL Although he had been brought in a car- 
riage, but a short distance, it so much ex* 
faausted him, that he was laid on a temporary 
bed, in the parlour,— from whence he never rose 
again. Seeing the stpark of life almost extinct, 
and that he was much inclined for sleep-*they 
avoided making any enquiries. On Monday, he 
asked Mrs. £., if she ever heard of one by the 
name of , that travelled the world as a 

preacher; — and added, *^8he is my sister.*** One 
asked. If he would have the minister sent for, to 
pray with him,-^To which he replied, "There is no 
occasion for that.*' He sometimes appeared, in a 
measure, delirious; and spoke as if to his family, 
at home: — but with that pleasantness and compo' 
f«re, ever peculiar to himself. He discovered, no 
desire for any thing he had not; — wished little at- 
tention to be paid him, and appeared perfectly 

*It is very probable, that he thought I might possibly 
be in that country; and he might see me. (O, how quick- 
ly would I have flew to his relief!) 
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oaim and resigned, even uQto the end. - When in- 
formed by Dr. W-^— -, of his approaching change^ 
and asked of him, ''Whether he should write to 
his, wife"-7-he replied, (without the least apparent 
anxiety,) "IJcnow that 1 am ill, — ^but will write my- 
self, to-moTTow." The P — n* minister made him 
a visit, an hour before'his <^par(tfre;-r-4>ut deemed 
It inexpedient to disturb him by prayers, as he then 
seemed quite beyond all knowledge of the passing 
scenes, of "time and sense:" — ^Thus, at 7 o'clock, 
{or as one said, at half past 6,) on Tuesday evening, 
the eventful mommt camel— The $ilver'Cord, at 
length, was loosed, — axkd life^i fragile wheels, re- 
volved no more! Having lain for a number of 
hours, as in quiet slumber^ hia breathy at length, 
^rew shorter and shorter, — and without a sigh, 
struggle, or a groan, — even as a tender babe, he 
softly yielded up his soul, to God that gave it;— 
and of pain, I trust, he knew no more, for ever!!-— 
A smiling, peaceful countenance, was then, the 
only "testipaoniar* to the enquiring stranger,^Of 
the repose of that bosom, the harbingers of grim 
death, had no power to disturb! 

On Wednesday, P. M,, at 4 o'clock, his funeral . 
was attended, of a respectable auditory, at the 
house where he died; — and a prayer was made by 
Mr. Crook, Methodist preacher. His dear remains 
were then conveyed in a. hearse, to the Methodist 
Iburying ground! — attended by the "preacher and 

* He usually attended their ministry, 
t Called Trinity Church vard,-— where lays the dust of 
Mr. Hamnut, the founder of the chapel, &c. &c. 
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sexton/' Gapt. Smith, Dr. W— , Mr. E— , and 
fifty or tixty other neighboariDg merchants and 
gentlemen* The usual ceremony was also per- 
formed at the grave,*— arid his dust was committed 
to its mother earth, there to sleep,*- . 

Until the roice that shakes creation,. 
Shall bid, the countless mlllions^^'Rise!*' 

REFLECTIONS. 

While I have thus to record the things so ex- 
tremely painful,— which, justice to departed worth, 
prompts me to do,— it is with violence to the ten- 
derest, deepest, emotions of my bosom. One to 
whom I was allied, as by^nature's strongest, dear* 
est, ties,-— with whom my earliest years were 
spent,-— beneath the same foof— by the same fire- 
side— and at the same table; — lying buried at my 
side, has oflen, quite forbade my pen its motion. 
Were it not that he is always presented to my 
view, as smiling— and tenderly urging that I might 
spare my tears,— as for weeping, on his account, 
there was no cause, — I could riot possibly have 
effected the object of my purpose. But, since the 
first dreadful struggle, I have ever felt an inward 
prohibition, to doubt his being a sharer of the tri- 
umphs of Heaven,— or that he was in the pre- 
sence of his God-^for ever blest! 

I am firmly persuaded of him, that he was a 
partaker of renovating grace, in the earliest stage 
of his youth. But by concealing that light, that 
shone upon him, as many others do, it became 
obscure: — and Ke consequently groped with the 
multitude, in the wild maze of sm. Afterwards, 
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being much caressed of the affluent,— 4ind the 
gay,— ^it is hence, not a difficult matter to account 
for his forgetfulness of the things, he once so highly 
prized. But the opinion of my Sister S— re- 
specting him, corresponded, precisely with my 
own impulse, — That, in his last illness, he literally 
forsook all for Christ. He saw that the Lord was 
about to remove him from earth, — according'^to 
^hat had been repeatedly suggested to him;— 
hence, methinks he said, ''To remain where I am, 
is to die! — My own treacherous heart hath often 
deceived me; and in my most earnest attempts to 
submit all to Christ, there has always been still a 
reserve In what manner, therefore, am I to ob- 
tain a substantial wituess, that I surrender ail- 
but by doing, it, in deed^ and in truth. I hence, re* 
sign up to Thee, Thou cowpassionate Redeemer, 
and Friend of sinners! — the companion of my 
youth, — my on]y son, — my earthly possessions, 
all; — my life, my breath. Dispose of me, as it may 
seem Thee, good!. If I am sent to darkness, and 
tho pit, I will pronounce the sentence just! But 
thy mercy — so amazing, that saved a persecuting 
iSaul, — a dying thief, can also rescue a rebel such 
as me! — and the soul-reviving word impart^— 
**This day thou shalt be with me in Paradise!** 

It, moreover, to me appears. That he felt, so 
deeply convicted of his ingratitude to his Maker, 
and all his heart-wandfrings, that he was ^trilling, 
could it be done in any degree, to atone for them 
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with his life.* And if it pleased the Lord, to take 
him away; he felt himselfi utterly undeserving ol 
the ]cind attention of a loving companion, or any 
other tender friend:— -likewise of the floods of tears, 
wherewith he was sensible, they would bedew his 
grave:— therefore, with the spirit of a martyr — 
truly gre(U and magnanimous, t see him, ^s it were, 
bid ihem all adieu. As the last day commenced, 
and he arose from his pillow, I seem to understand 
the language of his heart, — ''This pillow, whereon 
I have oh reclined my aching- head, will be my 
resting place no more! To you, my little son.t I 
leave the same, henceforward, and for all ! Soon 
in the cold and silent gravCi will be my bed, — un- 
less by some miracle of inercy, I may survive — 
otherways to devote my time, than heretofore I 
have done?-*-Or should this fraiUdust of mine, be 
committed to the reptiles of the deep, may but my 
spirit, rest with God;— it will be enough, for me! 
The Lamb of Qod was slain, upon a shameful 
tree! — It was for sinners, thus He died ! Am I 
worthy to partake of pain and shame, but for His 
sake;— I cheerfully submit." And thus, with so- 
lemn, humble joy, that such a sacrifice he was able 
to inake, for Christ, — he turned his back on all, 
once dear to him, below! Well might he appear "to 

• I do not apprehend that Jehovah delights in saciri^ce; — 
bat m mercy, on the cheapest terms. Wherefore, i^ is just 
vrith Him, that those who have shared His mercies in the 
highest degree, and misimproved them, should be brought 
to some severe penalty, and deeply humbled thereby, in 
order to a meetness, for His presence, and His glory. 

t See Letter IV. 
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have some important business in hand — best 
known unto himself." O, it was the love he bore 
to God, (and no less to friends and neighbors, or 
all mankind,) that gave his soul support in that 
tremendous parting scene! What heart-aching, 
what trembling terror, and what sore dismay, must 
have betrayed his purposes, (if such he had form- 
ed,) had not the hand of God been with, — to com- 
fort him! 

I know not, how I have ever hesitated respect- 
ing the correctness of that view I had of his state, 
five months prior to his exit, — even that his/e//oto- 
9kip was then with the Father^ and with the SoA, 
But his evidence might not be so clear to himself; 
and being backward to disclose any of his own 
exercises,— also to trust his own treacherous 
heart: — hence, he was brought to a more severe 
forfeiture, that the Name of the Lord might be 
glorified, and other sobis instructed, and saved, 
thereby. I had oflen considered his state, (as I 
many times before have suggested,) and question- 
ed, what the end of his mortal race would be! 
Having been so highly favored, his life long,— with 
much religious instruction, both from the precept 
and example of those eminently pious;— -also, 
moving in such a sphere, in regard to temporal 
concerns, as taught him many a lesson, of the pre- 
carious nature of all sublunary things: — With many 
gospel warnings, and invitations, (both mental and 
verbal, as we had reason to think,) with multiplied 
cries and tears, — poured out for him; I therefore 
scarcely saw, how Jehovah could be just, and grant 

T 
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him the Kingdom of glory; but bjr his submitting 
to some very great sacrifice. That, he conse* 
quently did — and more he could not do! The 
bistory of his life, could it be presented us, must 
be somewhat very extraordinary. What could be 
his sensations upon the wide ocean,-— and the pciU 
messenger — Death — staring him in the face? — O, 
methinkB his nights were cheered, with the smiles 
of Heaven! — Angelic armies seemed near him* 
and the shining portals opening, to one etemcd day! 
Bnt he — to himself so unworthy, scarcely dared 
believe it, much less to say, I hope for Heaven: — 
he, therefore, meekly acquiesced, and bung uf^on 
the bosom of his God. The prayers, and cries, of 
. those behind, with that of his own aspiring breath; 
could not but draw, at such an hour, Heaven's 
Hchest blessings down! Although but mean at- 
tendance, (at the best) could be paid him; and his 
poor decayed frame, was almost lifeless with strug- 
gling for its own relief — yet no complaint escap^ 
him; — nor murmuring thoughts arose — All, still 
was quiet; — and every sigh was hushed to peace. 
^TTie Lord shall keep the feet of His saints ^^ ami 
**make all their bed, in their deathP* 

The last day, at length, when the boisterous 
storms of time, could ever beat upon his feeble 
bark^ and the icy hand of death was on him laid — 
no trembling terrror, even then, was manifest!-— 
Though no bosom friend was near, to bear his 
dying head! — no loving kindred or acquaintance 
to afford him one consoling word! But, great was 
Jehovah's goodness; and beneath his fainting head 
was placed, the everlasting Arm; — that he forgal 
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Jlllibrrow! His trembling hand, had often imnis- 
tered the reviving cordial to the diseased and dy- 
ing; and now, was it not, that myriads of attend* 
ing angelSf were commissioned to minister to him, 
the cup of divine consolation? and exulting with 
triumphant wing, to bear his kindred'Spirit home? 
O, I trace its way! — I see it join symphonious 
choiristers — armies unnumbered; and begin the 
lasting song of ** Worthy, worthy, is the lamb that 
was sUiin, to receive glory, honor, and blessings for 
ever and ever." No mourning followers weise 
there, to attend him to his grave; but those happy, 
happy spirits, sped back to earth their shining 
train; also to watch the place, where they laid his 
dust, — unanimous in concert — *'to bring it up 
iig2Xxi with power and great ghryV* # • # # 

Though friends at a distance, still raouro his 
early demise, — conscious that in the circk oi his 
associates, he left few his equals behind:-*^uid 
when his prospects of usefulness, were but as just 
opening. Yet, could they look within the veil, to 
behold him as he ascended high, who would caU 
him back to earth again, to bear, as it were, his 
wounds afresh? None, methinks: but they would 
sigh, also, to be clothed upon: — that mortality mi^hl 
be swallowed up of everlasting life. How dis- 
tant to me, was the idea, when last I left my 
home, as on airy wing, to sweep, even, from 
the frozen boundary of the north, to the burn- 
ing sands of the south; that the painful tasl^ 
would there, be mine, to rear a monument* to 

* Foundation brick,'-a coat of plaster,*~marble pillan, 
and slab, "2:6 by 6:6." 
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tribute of respect, — of ardent afiectiou, is paid, 
that I can bestow! — and that, the labour of my 
hands will stand, likewise, as a memorial of 
me, — when the hand^ and the heart, that dictated 
for him, may be crumbling, (I know not but that,) 
— -beneath the barren sands of Arabia; — or even 
upon the mountain of Arrarat! His kindred, — his 
little son^ — may one day visit that lonesome place, 
to see mingled, the dust of a beloved parent, with 
the foreigner, — with the stranger.* And, perhaps, 
some that have heard my voice, when the same is 
loBt in death, will direct their steps that way; and 
behold our ^*names** engraven, in legible charac- 
ters, together there. . (Oh, the thought still melts 
mine eyes, — and pains my heart! Him, that with 
his dying breath, remembered me; — and in the 
most pathetic accents — pronounced me, *^His sis^ 
ter.") I claim the kindred, in a two-fold sense;— 
and hasten onward, to that day, when ITie books 
shall be opened; — and in **the book of life," I may 

* By his side, a young man, who was a native of the place: 
ovtr whom, it was told me, **his parents often came to 
weep.'' Just above ^not a foot from the ^welling — a gen- 
tleman from Groton, (Conn.) by the name of Joseph Packer, 
whose head-stone of marble may be seen upon the engrav- 
ing— page first. The house, is a rough construction, for a 
negro man to keep the yard — chimney without — no glass 
windows, &c. ^c — the Chapel in front, and the stones of 
marble, very condense. The yard is in the centre of the 
city — and handsomely shaded with trees of wild Mulberry, 
Pride of India, &c. — (^The Engraving is a perfect figure of 
that — to me^memorable spot. See page first.) 
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also behold our ''names,'* in golden characters emoU 
'i«rf;~and that, with increasing transports, — which 
shall never, never end! 

The account I had from capt. Smith— (having been ft- 
voured with an interview with him, and with a visit like- 
wise on board the "Spy," to my great satisfaction) — wall 
very consoling to me. From the time our brother embark- 
ed with him, which was on the Tuesday week before his 
decease; he manifested nothing like regret that he had left 
his home, to die, and be buried, as he had reason to think, in 
the wide ocean: — nor one unpleasant or untranquil emotiosi 
that he should see his earthly friends, no more. He often 
spoke of his family, and of writing to his companionj—but 
delayed, in hope of being better able at another time. The 
kind Captain proposed writing for hirrl, but he preferred 
sending his own language, in his own hand. He wished to 
send, that he should not recover— and said to captain S. — 
(though with perfect composure,) "I have lived about long 
enough, as I mm; — I am of no use to any one!" — (in refer- 
ence, as the Captain supposed, to his sickness.) — He sat In 
his easy chair, and read the Bible the chief of the distance; 
as his cough prevented his lying with ease: — dressed and 
undressed himself; — relished his food;— and was free from 
any^ain. He complained of nothing, but seemed perfectly 
reconciled to his lot; — and to desire nothing, in any sense, 
that he had not. Hence, the Captain judged him a good 
man; and- did not doubt, but that he made a happy ex- 
change of worlds. (A kind friend, he found in Mrs. VVea^er, 
whose attention to him was beyond that, if any thing, to 
hep husband, — althoueh, herself, nor any one on board, wai 
a professor of religte^l 
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CONCLUSION. 

A cry in the "North,** oflamentation and moufn^ 
ing!— Thou '*S(mth/* awake to penitence and 
weeping, for the calmnniiies;^ your sins, have also 
incurred! A direful storm hangs over you! The 
Heavens, gather blackness! Stern ''justice" cries, 
**Cut U down!** — how, how, will you escape! — 
^'fFhaiwill pou do, in the solemn day?** — ah, whither 
fly! One, only shelter^ will secure you from mn- 
dictive r^rilnUion:^ the Rock of Ages. — "TWn ye 
even to me, saith the Lord; toith fastings and with 
weanng, and with mounnng; and rend yow hearts, 
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your 
God!r 

Fe]low-iS!mft€r, of whatever rank or condition, 
I echo to you in friendship, the voice of con- 
sience, "You are travelling down to Hell!" With 
every breath, with every beating pulse; — you are 
liable to plunge the abyss of everlasting woe! A 
few more days and nights, and you will sleep, the 
sleep'of death! Better, infinitely so, you had never 
been born; — than that, you die in your sins! Have 
you the riches of Belshazzar, with men servants, 
and maidens, many, born in your house; and **Art 
weighed in the balances at last, and found toop/- 
ing,** what will it a!! avail you^. (True, the wise 
roan says, " Money answereth aWthings:** but to his 
rule, one special exception I adduce, It cannot 
save the soul.) "What shall it profit a man, to 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or 
t can a man give in exchange for his souW* 
at shall it pro^ %\m, in the regions of dark- 
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that he was once, rich and honoured upon 
earth, who shall regard him on that account, the 
sooner there? Mothers, wives, children, servants, 
devils, shall then he^his tormentors, forever and 
evc;r! Has he been a man of pleasure, and oflen 
cheered with the voice of music? Alas! what 
pUa9UTt will he find, or sound to charm his ear, 
amidst the weeping, wailing, and agonizing cries, 
of damned Ghosts of Adam's race! Has he been 
a man of honour, — and his name enrolled, with the 
shining-sons of fame? It is now, upon the black- 
list of Beelzebub^ s army; — marked with shame and 
everlasting contempt and left to *'rotJ* Has he 
been a man, fond of spirituous liquor — and wont to 
drown grief and care, thereby? — He'll find none of 
that to benumb his senses, — "where the worm dieth 
not; and the fire is not quenched.*^ But oh! will 
not his miseries, then, run parallel, even with the 
existence of Deity? — And with the hideous, in- 
fernal number, will he not join, in horrid execra- 
tion, of the Being— K>f the day, that gave him 
birth? And of the unnumbered opportunities of 
hearing the Gk>spers joyful sound, that brought 
salvation «igh? — But, this sad picture I leave with 
tl)f e. Sinner*— too dismal for my view! — And turn 
to ^ fairer f brighter scene — where, of such as you, 
ihere yet is hope! 

Christ Jesus tasted death for every man. In Him, 
is found, pardon for the guilty, — life for the dead, 
Sind salvation for all that are lost! He calls aloud 
to you, and all, "Though your sins be as scarlet 
ihey shall be as white as snow; though they be as 
crimson, they shall be as wooV O, amazing con- 
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descension^-'-matchlefis love! Will He 
the very chief of sinners'! — the vilest of the 
Yes, — My dear Fellow Sinner, — 

<<Will you be saved from endless pain? 

Will you with Christ forever reign?" 

Instead of **an heir of Hell," will you^ be asso- 
ciated with all the bright armies of Heaven; — an 
**heir of God, and a joint-heir toith Jesus Christ?**-' 
with all the blood-washed millions to reverberate 
that voice, ** Worthy, Worthy, is the Lamb thai was 
slain for me:** — beyond the bounds, of time and 
space? Methinks, I hear you say, "Would God, 
I were a Christian!" — And I rejoice, that I canas^ 
sure you, All things are now ready: — only believe, 
and thou shall be saved. Sometimes, in unbelief, 
you have said, "Christ, never died for me!" **He 
gave His life a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time,** Again, you have said, "He is a God of 
such unbounded love. He'll save me, as I am." 
**lf you die in your sins,** remember He hath declar- 
ed, *^where lam gone you never can come.** You have 
also repeatedly urged, "When the time la come, I 
may be a Christian;— but that is not yet." — Be- 
cause you loved your sins, and would* not leave 
them off; — when you, very well knew, His woyi, 
"Now is the accepted time; and, now is the day of 
salvation** — and that the same, would never fail. 
Thus, have you confronted your Maker, and made 
Him a liar; — by a discredit of His word,— or a de- 
nial of **the record, He gave of His Son.** Away, 
with that unbelief. — Fight against your God,~or 
distrust His power, no more. £ven, to day,— lay 
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AS to all His gracious promises, as your own: 
and believe, that He will subdue that hard heart, — 
open those blind eyes^-^-and turn your sorrows all 
to rivers of delight. He saved a trembling jailor,— 
a blaspheming Saul, — and an expiring thief;— -you, 
also, will He favour with His love. According to 
your faith, now be it unto you, — who read, these 
lines. Cast, but an eye upwards; — fear not; — 
with the most earnest expectation, with the strong- 
est confidence, in His goodness. Will you, — can 
you, longer doubt? — when His own mouth hath 
spoken it, *' Ye shall receive,** Take no denial;— 
say, my case is a pressing one, — a distressing one; 
O, for one crumb, of mercy! Lord I give myself 
away; — save, or I perish! Dare you not add, 
**IfviU trust in Him, though He slay meV* Tea, 
you see His smiles! He seems to draw nigh! 
Your bosom melts at the idea of what He hath 
done, and suffered for you. O your love increa- 
ses, to God, — to all the human race! You wish 
to tell them of the immense fullness, — the glory,— 
the beauty indiscribable, you already see in Jesus! 
and to make them sensible, — how easy for them all, 
to come to Him, and live. Qo then precious 
Youth, or whoever you are, — and tell to all around, 
How great things^ the Lord your God haih done for 
you. Thus, do you set forward for Heaven. And 
thus, regardless of the frowns, or flatteries, you 
meet;— or, the counsel of any, **To spare your- 
self a little,** go on. Reflect,' that if faithful unto 
dea/A;~how many souls, you will turn to righteous- 
ness, and so, ^* Shine as the stars, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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. |;#|$*pear beautiful wtthootv— but are within, fall 
of aead men's bones, and aU' tmckanness. Cove* 
totisnessy constftote^ vast numbers, ''kypoeritea*'^ 
of the highest orden Notwithstandiiig, their great 
pretences to holiness, ihey are* **idd&€rs,"— and 
an abominations m tl^ sight of God. Let them 
not pass this over, ae thougll it were a slight o^ 
fence; — but take warning, and **Beumre of eaveUms* 
nessP* Ziost the things, theif so^s lusUd after , 
should sink them, with the mercihss gl/uttonr'-to 
behold the boundless riches, and unfading treaswresi 
of Heaven, — sold for every vanity, and so, at last, 
gone forever. 

Mourners, iu towna^ and cities, (vast numbers) 
that go abofU the streets, haj^e seen their house- 
holds, torn asunder! Awful separations have been 
made! A bosom friend is gone, a lovely child, an 
indulgent parent, a kind brother,—* and "All, is 
gloomy solitude!'' "All, is as death!'' '*The fuU" 
strown, silent grave-yard,*' says ike parent, the 
mother, contains all, that was once dear to me, 
below!" "The sun, of my earthly |oys, has gone 
down — never to rise again!" — Mourner, "hope 
thou in God, and thou shall yet praise Him!" He 
doth not willingly afflict, nor grieve the children of 
men, — but to make them partakers, of far superior 
comforts. He hath given you, thus far support; — 
that your i>ody, is out of the grave;— an3 your soul 
is out of Hell. Be thankful, for the least t>f His 
mercies: — He still, cfreth for you. The loss of 
your friends, you deeply deplore;— but remember, 
if they died in Christ. — To die was gain. If you 
had not that evidence, of their interest in the Lord 
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' In vftii, with lavish kindnessi 
Vke gifts, of Qod are strown; 
The Heathen, in their blindness, 
Bow, down, to wood and stone.) 

3« Shall we, whose souls are lighted, 
By wisdom, from on high; 
Shall we, to man benighted. 
The lamp of life, deny? 
Salvation! O Salvation! 
The joyful sound, proclaim; 
Till each, remotest nation. 
Has leam'd, Messiah's Name. 

4. Waft, waft, ye winds, His story^ 
And you, ye waters, roll. 
Till like a sea of glory, 
It spreads, from pole to pole. * 

Till, o'er our ransom' d nature. 
The Lamb, for sinners slain^ 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 
In bliss« returns to reign. 



HYMN, II. 

1« O'er, the gloomy hills, of darkness; 
Look, my soul, be still and gaze! 
All, the promises do travel, 
With a glorious day of grace. 
Blessed Jubilee,— 
Let, thy glorious morning, dawn. 
u 
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8. Let the ladiaii, let tike Negvo^ 

Let the rude Barbartanv see$ ^' ' 

Thati divine and gloriovs eoiiqiiest. 
Once obtain'd^ on Calvary. 
Let the Gbspel, — 
Loud resouno; from pole to pole! 

3. Kingdoms vide, that sit i« darkaeft^ 
Grant them, Lord, the glorious light: 
And from eastern coast, to westem^ 
May the brightness, chase the" n^|faA. 

Chase the daricness;-^ 

From theif losg tteaiglited eyes! 

4. Fly libroad, thou mighty €k>spel) 
Win, and conquer, iMvet ceaset 
So Immanuers, fair dominions. 
Shall extend, and stiU mencase. 

Till the Kingdon»^— 

Of the world, are i^ hit aim. 
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